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Introduction 

 

This paper will be asking and dealing with the following questions: 

 

1.  To what extent Daniel 12,4-12 and Dan. 11,30-35 can be related to the part of the vision in Daniel 8,9-

27? 

2.  What is the meaning of the sanctuary in Daniel 8, 8-14 from the viewpoint of Dan. 11,31-35 and Dan. 

12, 4-12 ? 

3.  What is the historical fulfillment of the abomination of desolation of Dan. 8, 9, 11, and 12?  

4.  How does the year 508 BC historically fulfill the beginning point of the 1290 and 1335 days of Dan. 12, 

11-12? Is the historic event real so important that it would be worth to bring in connection with such an 

important prophecy? 

5.  How can 2. Thessalonians help us in the definition of the sanctuary in Dan. 8,14? 

 

6.  Are the actions of the “little horn”, described in Daniel 8, 10-12, to be seen as a defilement or pollution 

of the sanctuary or not?  

7.  Is the question in Daniel 8, 13 to be considered as a summarizing of the actions of the “little horn” 

described in Dan.8,10-12? 

8.  What does Dan. 11, 30-35 and Dan. 12,4-12 eventually tell us about the cleansing of the sanctuary after 

1844 ? 

9.  What importance does the restoration of “the truth” have in the process of the purification of the 

sanctuary? 

10. To what extend does the time of the coming of Jesus depend on the finishing of the purification of the 

sanctuary? 

 

These will be the main questions that will be touched in this paper. It understands by itself that a lot of 

other subjects are connected with these questions that we automatically have to deal with. On the basic of 

all these questions we will deal especially with three passages in Daniel 8, 11, and 12. It is my intention to 

show that these three passages have much more in common then we probably thought in past time.  

I’m aware of the sensibility of the chosen subject since I know that it is not usual, that we as Adventists 

refer to Daniel 11,31-35 and Dan. 12, 4-12 when we try to explain Daniel 8,14 and when we talk about the 

subject of cleansing the sanctuary.  

To explain Daniel 8,14 we would rather refer to Lev.16 and the book of Hebrews and other passages in OT 

and NT. So for some readers it will be quite an unusual approach to look at the subject from this viewpoint. 

 

I will not go into Lev. 16 in this paper just for reason of limited time and space for this paper. But I think 

that this way of approach could also help to get a better understanding for the deep sense of the nature and 

the service of the OT-sanctuary.  

I think it would also be interesting to see, how we would be able to perfectly explain the purification of the 

sanctuary without going first to Lev. 16, but to other passages of the OT. If the scripture is to be seen as a 

unite in thinking, then we should be able to find the right picture of the cleansing of the sanctuary even 

without looking at the whole system of the service of the sanctuary in the book of Leviticus. Wouldn’t that 

be a certain challenge?    

 



SEN728 – Cleansing of the Sanctuary                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     8 

In preparing this subject, I found out that there is practical no Adventist commentary that has ever brought 

this above mentioned three passages in the book of Daniel in connection to each other. There are some 

connections that some make, but they deal in general just with the question of the time in the vision or with 

the subject of the end. I will mention them as I come to these points within the study. 

 

All non-Adventist commentaries are not very helpfully in this question, because they all bring the passages 

in connection with the story of Antiochus Epiphanes. So this paper will have but few references to other 

writers, because there is no valuable material on the subject. 

  

I will not have the time to do a very deep study on this issue at this moment, and I sure do not claim 

infallibility in treating this subject, but I do hope though that it could be at least an impulse for further and 

deeper studies on these questions. Personally I’m convinced that the interconnection of these three passages 

in the book of Daniel have not yet been shown as it should have probably been done within Adventists. 

 

It is not the intention of this paper to discuss too much the identification of the “little horn” nor whether the 

little horn in Daniel 8,11-14 represents the papacy or not. A lot of other books and studies have been 

published on this issue, so we don’t have to discuss it here. 

 

If not otherwise indicated I will follow in this study the KJV 1986. All underlining and accentuating in 

quotations are made by the author of this paper and should help to see the point that I will make. 

  

As we enter now in our study of this question let’s see first, why we should even expect a clear relationship 

between certain parts of the visions in Daniel chapter 8, ch. 11, and ch.12. We just have to remind some 

important principles of interpretations of the whole book of Daniel. Which are these? 
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Principles of interpretation of the four visions in the book of Daniel 

 

As Adventists we generally agree that we should follow at least three clear principles of interpretation for 

the right understanding of the visions in the book of Daniel. 

 

1.  All four visions of world’s past, present, and future history, which we find in Dan. 2,7,8 and 11 are 

talking of the same empires. We just have to know that Dan. 2 and 7 start with the empire of Babylon 

while Dan. 8, and 11 start with Medo-Persia. 

 

2.  In three of the four visions (Dan. 2,7, and 8) we can see that in each chapter the vision is first described. 

Right afterwards follows the interpretation of the vision, which is given to the prophet.  

 

 

Examples: 

 

Describing of the vision   Interpretation of the vision 

 
Daniel 2, 31-35  Daniel 2, 36-45 

 

Daniel 7,1-15 Daniel 7, 17-27 

 

Daniel 8,1-14 Daniel 8, 17-26 

 

Concerning Daniel 11 we could say that the whole vision is already explicative. 

 

3.  Each following vision in the book of Daniel gives more details and information in some aspects to the 

preceding visions. These details are given to better understand and to extend the former visions. They 

also help to get a clearer and broader picture about what is still to be expected to happen in earthly or in 

heavenly history. 

 

4.  Each following vision in the book of Daniel reveals more and more details especially on end time 

events and the spiritual powers, which are to fight against God, his people, his sanctuary, and his truth. 

With the beginning of chapter 7, where the theme of judgment comes in, we also get in each following 

chapter more and additional information and explanations about the judgment to take place before the 

end. 

 

These four principles bring us to three other major principles of interpretation of the book of Daniel. 

 

 

1.  If each following vision in the book of Daniel brings us additional light to the preceding one, then the 

following visions can also be seen as a help in interpreting the preceding vision and must therefore be 

used as such. 

 

2.  A three step process in interpreting the visions can therefore be adopted.  
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First step: Each vision must be first interpreted by the information and  

interpretation given in the vision itself, before we go to another  

chapter in the book of Daniel to find some other light there. 

 

Second step: We have to ask what the following vision and its interpretation  

say about the subject in the chapter before and what help do we get from there to 

better understand this subject? 

That’s what we as Adventists normally do when we talk about the 4 empires and the 

papacy in Daniel 2,7,8, and 11. We explain Daniel 2 more extensive by the 

additional information in Daniel ch.7, ch. 8 and even ch. 11.  

This same process we also should pursue when the vision comes up to the theme of 

judgment and the sanctuary and its cleansing in chapter 8. We should expect that also 

for the question of the sanctuary we ought to get more light in the following chapters 

of the book of Daniel. 

 

Third step: We go now further for looking in other passages of the bible in order to see, how our 

findings and interpretations of the vision in Daniel can be confirmed by other writers 

of the bible, who are talking on the same subject or the same historical event of the 

vision.  

 

3.  Since the book of Revelation is considered by Adventists as the unfolding or interpreting part of the 

book of Daniel, we should also get clear confirmation from there, in what we have found in Daniel and 

other books of the bible. 

 

This should be the way, which we want to proceed in our study of the above mentioned portions of Daniel 

ch. 8, ch. 11, and ch.12. 

 

Concluding observation 

 

Before we get into a deeper study of these three passages in the book of Daniel, let me come up to the 

following observation about these principles that we just tried to look at. 

 

If the principles of interpretations, which I have just proposed, and on which we sure all agree, are right, 

and also applicable as a correct method of interpretation of the visions of Daniel, then we should absolutely 

expect to find some good material in the chapters after chapter 8, to be able to better interpret the vision in 

chapter 8. This material must therefore enable us, to give a good biblical interpretation for the theme of the 

cleansing of the sanctuary. 

 

I think personally, that it would not be the right way to read in Daniel 8, 14 about the purifying or 

justification of the sanctuary and then go right away to Leviticus 16 and look there, how this chapter can 

help us to solve the problem. We first should examine other passages in the same chapter, to look for a first 

interpretation, which normally always follows the visions in Daniel. Then we should look in the next 

chapters 9, 10, 11 and 12. 
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Our own hermeneutical method of interpretation tells us that we should first take a good look in the book of 

Daniel itself, before we go elsewhere in the bible to find an explanation.  

 

Personally I find that in all our studies on this question we didn’t really go this way very consequently, 

especially when we deal with the sanctuary-theme in the book of Daniel. I looked up different comments 

and I didn’t find one who tried to go this way in connection with the question of the cleansing of the 

sanctuary. We sure do it, when we deal with the four empires and the Papacy, but not in connection with 

the defilement and the purification of the sanctuary.  

 

It seems that generally Adventist interpreters do not see the theme of the cleansing of the sanctuary in 

Daniel 11 and 12. We do see a certain connection between Daniel 8 , 9 and 12, as far as the time-

calculation is concerned, as we will see further on. But we do not see yet a connection to the theme of the 

defilement and the purification of the sanctuary in these chapters after ch. 8, though we should expect it. 

 

Sometimes we do not even go to the end of the book of Daniel concerning the explication of the time. The 

farthest some of our interpreters go is Daniel 9, 24-27 concerning the time-calculation, but they do not look 

any farther in the book to find still some important information about the end of this time-span of 2300 

days. We should even expect that the most important for a good interpretation comes probably at the end! 

That would probably be the extremes of a chiastic structure and not the center.  

 

However, in my personal study of this question I came to the conclusion, that there are some good points in 

Daniel 11 and 12, which we could bring in connection with our view of the desecration and the cleansing of 

the sanctuary. Which are these connecting points? 
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The connection-points between the part of the vision of Dan.  8,9-27 to   the part of the 

vision in Dan. 11,30-35 and Dan. 12,4-12 

 

A closer look at Daniel 11,31-35 and Daniel 12,4-12 will show us, that there are some very clear 

similarities to Daniel 8, 9-27, which we should be aware of. 

 

1.  In all three passages the prophet talks about the time of the end. 

  

 Dan. 8, 17  “for at the time of the end shall be the vision.” 

 Dan. 8, 19 “for at the time appointed the end shall be.” 

  Dan. 11, 35 “even to the time of the end… it is yet for a time appointed” 

 

  Dan. 12,4 “even to the time of the end…” 

  Dan. 12, 6 “How long shall it be to the end?” 

  Dan. 12, 8 “What shall be the end of these things?” 

 

 

2.  In two of these three passages the prophet talks about something to be sealed or to be  

      kept secret until the time of the end. 

 

  Dan. 8, 26 “shut up the vision, for it shall be for many days.” 

  Dan. 12, 4 “for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” 

  Dan. 12, 9 “for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 

 

 

3. All three passages deal with the “daily” 

 

  Dan.8, 11 “the daily (tamid) was taken away” 

  Dan.8, 12 “And a y host was given him against the daily” 

  Dan.8, 13 “How long shall be the vision concerning the daily” 

  Dan.11, 31 “and shall take away the daily” 

  Dan.12, 11 “and from that time, that the daily shall be taken away” 

 

4.  All three passages talk about a desolating, destroying, and a purifying, cleansing and purging process. 
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Dan. 8, 10-14  a) “The daily was taken away”;  “the sanctuary was cast down” “by reason of 

transgression”; the truth was cast down”: “the transgression of desolating” 
 

    b) “Then the sanctuary shall be cleansed” 

 

 

Dan. 11, 31     a) “They shall pollute the sanctuary”; “The abomination that  

 makes desolate”;  “they shall fall by sword, and by flame, by captivity and by 

spoil” 
 

    b) “to try (purify) them, to purge and make them white…” 

 

 

Dan. 12, 11      a) “the abomination that makes desolate”;    “the wicked do  

     wickedly” 

    b) “Many shall be purified and made white, and tried…” 

 

   So there is a clear talking about a desolating, polluting, and purifying    

 process in all three passages! 

 

 

5.  All three passages talk also about certain prophetic time-periods. 

 

Dan. 8, 14  “2300 days” (KJV) 

Dan. 11, 33  “for many days;…  because it is yet for a appointed time.” 

Dan. 12, 7  “3 ½ times  (times, time and a half)   

Dan. 12, 11+12 1260 days   and   1335 days 

 

 Even when there are different spans of time, we can surely see, that time is   involved 

and seems of importance. How these different spans of time relate to each other in the prophecy of 

the sanctuary in the three different chapters, we will see later. 
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Conclusion 

 

The intention so far was, to just bring to our attention some striking similarities of some words and 

expressions in these three passages. These similarities cannot just be by chance so, but God, in giving this 

vision, must have had a certain purpose in revealing it this way. That’s why we want to see now, how these 

three passages relate to each other in a deeper sense. 

We want to look first at the real theme, and the actions, which are described.  What is the main subject that 

we can see in these different passages? Do they really talk about the same subject, and the same events to 

take place in history?  

To answer this question we want to begin by a general comparison between the visions of  the little horn, 

the time of the profanation, and the cleansing of the sanctuary in Daniel 7, and 8, and what we eventually 

can find about this time and subject in Daniel 11and 12?  
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Charts ! 

The parallels within the “little horn”, and the “sanctuary visions”  in Daniel 

7, 8, 11 +12 
 

Daniel 7 

The Vision 

Daniel 8, 9-14  

The vision 

 Dan. 8, 23-27  

Interpretation 

Dan. 11 -  Vision + 

Interpretation 
    

A little horn   Dan.7, 

8 

 

A little horn   Dan. 8,9 A stern faced king, 
(NIV)   

v. 23 

 

The king of the north  V 28 

eyes like the eyes of man   a master of intrigue  v. 

23 (NIV) 

 understanding dark 

sentences (KJV) 

 he will have intelligence  

 

 (he will be wise, skilled  1.Chr.11,23).} 

(will have success ?) 

 

   

 He shall stand up “when 

transgressors are come 

to full”  v.23 

 

 he will be “wise, skilled” with them that 

forsake the holy covenant. V.30 

 

  

Waxed exceeding great 

toward the south, east,  

 

 

and toward the beautiful 

Land   v. 9 

 

 His power shall be 

mighty    v 24  

 

 See the whole description of the king of 

the north, who finally conquers the 

whole world! (Dan. 11,30-45) 

  

 He shall enter into the glorious land  v 

41 

 

 

 and the horn made 

war with the saints, 

and prevailed 

against them. Dan 7, 

21 

 

 it shall wear out the 

saints of the Most 

High. V.25b  

 

 He shall subdue 

three kings 

 

He waxed great even to the 

host of heaven, it cast down 

some of the host and of the 

stars to the ground and 

stamped on them.  v. 10a 

 

 

 And he shall destroy 

wonderfully.  v.24b 

  

  

 He shall destroy the 

holy people  v.24 c 

  

  

 He shall destroy the 

mighty v  24c  

 

 

 Many (of God’s people!) shall fall by 

sword, and by flame, by captivity, and 

by spoil many days. V33 

 

 

 

 

 The king of the north overcomes 

obviously one king after the other.  

 He fights against all who are against 

him! 
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speaking great things 

and words against the 

Most High. V 8c + 25a  

 

 

He magnified himself even 

to the Prince of the host. v. 

11 

 

 He shall magnify 

himself in his heart. v. 

25 

  

  

 He shall also stand up 

against the Prince of 

princes.  v. .24    

 

 

 The King shall do according to his will< 

and he shall exalt himself, and magnify 

himself above every god.  v. 37 

  

 and he shall speak marvellous things 

against the God of gods.  v 36 

 

 He shall magnify himself above all. v. 

37 

 

 

 

 

And by him (horn or host ? 

) the daily was taken away.  

v.11 

 

 

  

 

 They  shall take “the daily” away  v 31b 

 

 

 

  

And the place of the 

sanctuary was cast down.  

V. 12 

 

   

 They shall pollute the sanctuary of 

strength.  v. 31a 

 

  

A host was given him 

against the daily.  v.12  

 

 

not by his own power 

(because he has helpers!) v. 

24 

 

 And arms shall stand on his part  v. 31a 

  

By reason of transgression 

v.12 

 

The transgression that 

causes desolation   v 13b 

 

 

 

 

they shall destroy many  v. 

25c 

 

 And such as do wickedly against the 

covenant shall he corrupt.  v. 32 

  

 They shall place the abomination that 

makes desolate.    v. 31c 
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changed times and law 

 

it cast down the truth to the 

ground  v.12 

 

 

And through his policy also 

he shall cause craft to 

prosper in his hand  v.25 

 

 He shall have indignation against the 

holy covenant    v 30  

 

 and have intelligence with them that 

forsake the holy covenant,   v. 30 

  

 He will corrupt with flatteries   v 32  

  

 does wickedly against the covenant. 

V.32 

  

 many shall cleave to them by  (his) 

flatteries.  V. 34b 

  

 When they shall fall,  

 

 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

 

 

? 

 

 But the people that know their God shall 

be strong, and do exploits.  v.32 

  

 And they that understand among the 

people shall instruct many.  V.33 

  

 they shall be helped with a little help. 

v.34 

 many are tuned to righteousness  12, 3 

 

  

and it practised and 

prospered 

 

 

He practised and prospered v 

24 

 

He will succeed in whatever 

he does.   V. 24 (NIV) 

 

 

 and he shall prosper….V 36 

  

 he shall increase with glory  V. 39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the sanctuary and the host 

trodden under foot? 

 

By peace he shall destroy 

many  v 25c 

 

 they shall fall by sword, and by flame, 

by captivity, and by spoil many days.   

V 33b 

  

 In the glorious land many shall “fall”  

(spiritually  Hos. 5,5  Ez. 33,12)   

  

 he shall go forth with great fury to 

destroy  and utterly make away 

(exterminate)  many  Dt. 2,22   2. Chr. 

20,23  
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 they shall pollute the sanctuary  31a 

 

  

Then I heard  a saint 

speaking … How long shall 

it be ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 And one said to the man clothed in 

linen… How long shall it be to the end 

of these wonders? 

  

 

  

 

There  shall be 1260 

days    Dan. 7,25 

 

Unto 2300 days   8,14 

 

shut up the vision, for it shall 

be for many days! 

  

 even to the time of the end because it is 

yet for a time appointed.  V.35 

 

 till the indignation (fury, wrath?) be 

accomplished? v. 36c  

 For that which is determined shall be 

done  

  v.  36 b    (Rev. 17,17? ) 

 

 There shall be 3 ½ times   12:7 

  

 1290, and  1335 days  ch.12,   11 + 12  
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The judgment was 

set   Dan.7, 9 
 

 

 

 

Then shall the 

sanctuary be cleansed.    

Dan.8,14 

   

 And some of the understanding shall 

fall, to try them, to purge, and to 

make them white.  ch. 11,35 

  

 Many shall be purified, and made 

white, and tried…ch.12,10 

 

 knowledge shall be increased  ch. 12,4 

 

 

and they shall take away 

his dominion, to 

consume and to destroy 

it unto the end. 

 

  

He shall be broken without 

hand.  V. 25 

  

 he shall come to his end, and none shall 

help him. V. 45 

  

 

There was given him 

dominion, and glory, and 

a kingdom, that shall not 

be destroyed  V14 + 27 

 

And the kingdom  and 

dominion, and greatness 

of the kingdom under the 

whole world shall be 

given to the saints of the 

Most Holy  v 27 

  

 

 

 At that time Michael stand up, the great 

prince, with stands for his children of 

they people…..  ch. 12,1-3 

  

 and at that time thy  people shall be 

delivered.   ch. 12, 1c 

 

 The Resurrection and execution of the 

judgment according to the books!          

ch.12, 2 
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General observations to Daniel 11 and 12 

 

If we take just a general look to the above chart, we will see how much material we have in Daniel 11 in 

comparison to Daniel 7 and 8, about the same time, and the same events! This observation should already 

challenge us in our study to find out, what God has to tell us about this time by this information. 

 

 A good description of the defiling process in Daniel 11 

 

If we take time to have a closer look to see the similarities we just put out in the above chart, we could not 

oversee the striking parallels between the different chapters and recognize how each following chapter in 

the book of Daniel describes and interprets more clearly and additionally the preceding visions.  We also 

see that Dan. 11 has a great concentration to explain the time, the actions of the king of the north and what 

he does against the sanctuary and the holy people. It describes to a great extend the profanation or defiling 

of the sanctuary much better than Daniel 8 does. 

But especially we should pay attention to the purification-process that clearly is pictured out in chapter 11 

and even in chapter 12 as we will still point out more closely later on. 

 

 What does the little horn on earth do while God cleanses his sanctuary in heaven? 

 

An other important thing we should be aware of is to pay attention to what Dan. 11 and 12 says about the 

actions of the king of the north - here on earth - during the time while the judgment of chapter 7, and the 

purification of the sanctuary mentioned in Dan.8,14 is going on. This information we do not get wither in 

chap. 7 nor in chap. 8 and 9 of the book of Daniel. 

I believe that in most of our present studies about the purification of the sanctuary we do not relate enough 

to the actions of the little horn or the king of the north, which he does on earth, while the judgment and the 

purification of the sanctuary happens in heaven. 

 

Sometimes we present the subject as if the little horn power would only have had power over the saints 

during the 3 ½ times. (Daniel 7, 25) Then we start to talk about the investigation judgment without showing 

how during this time the little horn probably gathers all its bad qualities to make sure that the purification-

process that God had started and that he wants to finish, gets at least disturbed. We should even expect that 

this will be the time where this Gods opposing power would war against the people of God as never before 

in history; just because the devil must be aware that this time would be his last hours on earth! 

 

We should be aware that the whole section from Dan. 11, 36 - 45 is mainly a description and revelation of 

events during the time after 1798 and even after 1844! (Dan. 11,40-45, and chap. 12,1-3)  Therefore this 

passage must be considered before all as a revelation of the events, which would go on here on earth, while 

the judgment in heaven goes on and finally will end shortly before the coming of Jesus. 

So in this study we will on one side find out, what Jesus does during that time in heaven, but because we 

will not find in Daniel 8 and 12 a concrete description of this, we will not have too much to say about this 

out from these texts. So because the texts give us more information about what the people of God does and 

what happens to it, and what is done with the holy people, or what is done for it, or what the king of the 

north is doing during that entire time, we will concentrate our study on all that.  
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In general we will astonishingly see that almost nothing is said about what is going on in heaven during 

that time, though the chapter however is dealing with the time of the judgment (ch.7), and the time of 

purification of the sanctuary, that is mentioned for the first time in Dan. 8, 14. 

So by this interesting visions God does not reveal so much, what Jesus does in heaven during that time, but 

what he does within and for his people on this earth! 

 

 Where is Jesus in Daniel 11 at all? 

 

When we carefully read and study Dan. 11, we will find out that the whole chapter does not speak about 

Jesus in a connection that we could see him either in heaven or on earth to do something for his people. The 

whole focus of the vision is on worldly and satanic powers, that are in fight one against the other and 

against everything, that belongs to God or that tries to be faithful to God.  

Now, one thing that we should have in mind is that Dan. 11 is not a vision where Daniel sees all the things 

that are reported in the chapter. When we deal with this vision in chapter 11 we should be aware that this is 

just a description of coming events, which the angel told Daniel as he appeared him on the River. (Dan. 10: 

5 - 11:2) So that was more an oral vision. 

 

It would have been a very easy thing for the angel to say just a sentence about Jesus and what He would do 

during all this time for his people, be it on earth or in heaven. But nothing the like we find. The only time 

that there could be an allusion to Jesus would be in v. 22. (If however this prince of the covenant can really 

be brought in connection with him?) But at this place he would be described in a defeating picture. But it 

would be interesting because this would be at least a short information about the greatest victory that He 

had gained for his people! 

 

Another allusion to Jesus could be in v.36, where the “God of the gods” is mentioned. This would be a 

parallel to the “Prince of princes” in Dan. 8, 25! But at this place also he is mentioned in a defeating 

picture, because the king of the north speaks marvelous things against him. So there is no idea in the 

chapter where we get a real picture about Jesus as someone, who really stands at the side of his people on 

earth or in heaven.  

So where is Jesus during all this history reported in chap. 11? There must be a certain intention, why God 

revealed it like this! 
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 The “Great Prince”, who stands for his people  

 

As we look closer to the context of the whole vision, we will find Jesus very clearly. Jesus is there, before 

the king of the north comes into the scene in the vision. He is shown in the beginning of the vision (chi. 

10), where Daniel could see him very clearly in connection with a fight with the supernatural “King of the 

North”, which we have to see behind the “earthly king of the north”! (chap. 10 13) There Jesus in the 

picture of Michael appears for the first time in the bible under this name.  

 

So before the great scenes of history in chap. 11 were revealed to Daniel, the angel Gabriel was telling 

Daniel about Michael, who where fighting against the “prince of the kingdom of Persia and who came to 

help Gabriel in this fight. Shortly before that, Daniel real saw Jesus in a picture that would remind us the 

picture in Rev. 1. But to be able to see him there God had to open the eyes of Daniel in a special way. He 

had to give him a look behind the scenes. 

The other place where Jesus is mentioned again is at the end of the vision. It is already in ch. 12, 1.  There it 

says that Michael, the great Prince, stands for “thy people”, and that he will stand up in the time of the 

greatest tribulation to deliver everyone that shall be found written in the book. That’s just an allusion to 

what is going on in heaven during all the time while his people on earth suffers under persecutions. Jesus 

stands for his people during all the time of the desolating, ravaging and conquering activities of the little 

horn. 

Then in Dan. 12, 7 Daniel is allowed to see Jesus again as he saw him in the beginning of the vision in 

chap. 10. So we can see that Jesus is presented to Daniel in the beginning and at the end of the vision as if 

he would say: “I am the first and the last, the Alpha and the Omega”! This is a strong message that I can 

find in this kind of revelation! 

But in all the rest of this vision we do not find Jesus in a picture, where we could eventually see him as our 

High-priest in the heavenly sanctuary, pleading for our sins and blotting them out from the books of 

heaven. Everything that we will see in chap. 11 is concentrated to the things that are going on on this earth 

up till to the end. 

So I think, God must have had a certain purpose in revealing the events this way to Daniel and to us. 

Sometimes it seems that we are more interested to find out what is going on in heaven during that time, 

than to understand, what Jesus wants do accomplish here on earth and within us and by His church and in 

His church.  

 

But to not being misunderstood I’d like to make sure that I do not think that it would not be necessary to 

know, what Jesus is doing in heaven during all that time. We sure have to know it, but for that we would 

have to go to other passages than to Daniel 8 and 11 or 12. We will not have too much the possibility to do 

this in this paper, because we mainly will concentrate us, on what we find in the passages of these 3 

chapters in the book of Daniel, where the theme of the defilement and the purification of a sanctuary is 

mentioned. 

 

In order to come up with a right understanding about the defiling and the purification of the sanctuary, we 

should follow the line of interpretation and concentrate the accents in our explanation there, where the 

interpreting angel in Dan. 11 and 12 leads us. 
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With this general view behind, we want to go now to look a little closer to what is going on in the three 

passages of Daniel 8, 11, and 12. 

 

 

The description of the actions in Dan. 8,10-12,  Dan. 11,31-35, and in Dan. 12,4-12.  

What’s going on? 

 

The action of the “little Horn” in Daniel 8 

 

At a closer look at Daniel 8, 10-14, we mainly find a description of what the little horn is doing: 

(1)  against the prince of the host (v. 10) 

(2)  against the sanctuary (v.11) 

(3)  against the “daily” (v. 11+12) 

(4)  against the truth (v. 11c) 

(5)  against the host (v. 13 c) 

The action of the “king of the north” in Daniel 11,31-3  

 

In Daniel 11, 31-35 we read, what the king of the north is doing: 

 

(1)  against the holy covenant (v. 30 + 32) 

(2)  against the sanctuary (v.31a) 

(3)  against the “daily” ( v. 31b) 

(4)  against the people of the covenant ( v. 32-33) 

(5)  against the truth (v.34-35 = some of them of understanding shall fall.)  

(6)  against the God of Gods  (V. 36-37) 

 

Up to this point we can see that there are some striking similarities in these two passages. Both are talking 

about the sanctuary, the daily, the truth and the “people” (host). 
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An obvious difference in Daniel 12, 4-12 

 

When we look at Daniel 12 we get the impression that at this time Daniel does also speak about the “daily” 

(v. 11), and the “truth”   (in a certain sense = knowledge v. 4),  and he also talks about the people of God 

(= “many”, in contrary to the wicked), but he does not speak explicitly about the sanctuary! The word 

“sanctuary” is not even mentioned there! 

 

This observation may therefore be for some interpreters a good reason, why they would say, that there is not 

a real connection between the theme of the cleansing of the sanctuary in Daniel 8, 14 and the passage in 

Dan. 12, 4-12. However it may be, I never found an interpreter up to now who would have shown up this 

connection. But I personally think, if the connection would really not exist just because the word 

“sanctuary” is not mentioned in the passage of Dan. 12, 4-12, as I would like to make aware, then we would 

have to ask the same question concerning Dan. 8,23-26. So that’s why I would like to make an important 

observation concerning this text, which is acknowledged by all Adventist interpreters as the interpreting 

part of Daniel 8,9-14.  

 

What does Daniel 8, 23-27 say about the sanctuary? 

 

If Dan. 8,23-27 has really to be considered as the interpreting part for Dan. 8, 9-14, then we have to expect 

that in this part of the vision we can find the right application for the identification of the “little horn”, 

where it comes from, and what it does to the sanctuary and to the host of the Prince. We also should expect 

to get a certain applicable definition about what we would have to understand by the “sanctuary”. (This 

should concern both, the sanctuary in v. 11 [miqdash], and the sanctuary in v. 13-14 [kodesh]. if this are 

eventually tow different ones?) 

 

If we do not find anything in this interpreting part that helps us to understand the real nature and the right 

application of the sanctuary, then it would not be wise to just give our opinion, even if we got biblical 

support for that. Before we would do that, we should be sure to look first, if the interpreting angel comes 

back again in another vision, in order to finally bring the right explanation for the sanctuary. We are not 

supposed to believe that God would just give the vision about the sanctuary to Daniel, but wouldn’t finally 

explain it to him! 

Now, what do we find about the sanctuary in the passage from v. 23-27, which we acknowledge as the first 

interpreting part of the vision from Daniel 8,11-14, and to which we should look at?   

 

 No explicit mention of the sanctuary 

 

We should notice first that in Daniel 8, 11-14 the sanctuary is mentioned three times in these verses. Now 

in our usual explanation, we try to make it sure, that the only sanctuary, that we have to expect and that the 

prophet has been shown in this vision, must be the heavenly sanctuary. It is, because the vision brings us in 

the time after the Roman Empire, where the earthly temple in Jerusalem did not exist anymore. I don’t want 

to doubt by this study that the time in the vision wouldn’t bring us in the time, when “the Prince of princes” 
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is ministering in the heavenly sanctuary. I think this is very clear from the historicist interpretation, on 

which we agree. 

But the question is, if the interpreting angel really wanted to make us see, that the sanctuary in question 

should only be seen in the heavenly sphere? If so, then we surely should expect that he would give us 

enough information to see it like that! But what do we find about it in the following texts? 

We must regrettably notice that in Dan. 8, 23-26, which should be expected as the interpretation-part to 

Daniel 8, 11-14 we don’t have the word “sanctuary” even mentioned. It is exactly the same, as we find it in 

Daniel 12,4-12 !  So we could think that the angel in chap. 8 didn’t therefore give the explanation, neither 

for the sanctuary nor for the 2300 evenings and mornings. That could be one possibility. If so, than - 

according to our principle of interpretation - we should wait and look until the next vision, and see, if we 

get the information there? 

 

Now, the very next vision we find in Dan. 9. But there the angel talks more about the earthly literal temple 

in the time of the political Roman Empire as of the temple in the time of the little horn! So we still would 

have to wait and look to the last vision, which comes in chap. 10 to 12!   

So what do we find there about the sanctuary? One of the parts that would have to be brought in connection 

with Dan. 8, 11-14 would be Dan. 12, 4-12 as we already saw. Personally I’m convinced, that Dan. 12, 4-12 

should be seen, as a further interpretation in addition to what we already have in Dan. 8, 23-27, as far as the 

description of the actions of the little horn against the sanctuary in question in Dan.8, 11-14 is concerned. 

But what we have to observe, is that the word sanctuary does not appear at this interpreting part either. So 

what conclusion are we going to come up with? 

 

I think that by the fact that in both interpreting parts we do not find the word “sanctuary”, must not mean 

automatically that these to passages do not talk or interpret the subject and the deeper meaning of the 

sanctuary in Dan. 8, 11-14. We rather should ask ourselves why the angel in both interpreting parts does not 

mention the word “sanctuary”, though he wants to give us the explanation for that part of the vision? Does 

he not talk about the sanctuary?  Or do we eventually just not see the sanctuary in the same way as the 

angel wanted to see it, and as he interpreted it to Daniel?  

 

Could it be, that the angel, neither in Daniel 8, 23-27 nor in Daniel 12, 4-12 explicitly uses the word 

sanctuary, but that he is using other terms in order to describe, what he in reality means by “sanctuary”. So 

the interpretation of the angel could probably go in another direction as we by our Adventist tradition 

would probably like to see it! (I say it in a challenging way!) Are we ready to see it in another way, if the 

interpreting angel would lead us there? 
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 The sanctuary not a holy place, but a holy people 

 

Personally I believe that God surely wanted us to know what sanctuary he had in mind in this vision in Dan 

8. He knew that there would be a great discussion in Christianity and among Adventists about this subject 

and that it would be an important detail to find out the real meaning about the cleansing of the sanctuary 

and the investigation judgment. So we surely should expect that the angel must have explained to Daniel 

the real meaning about the sanctuary, against which the little horn would fight, and that it is described in 

Daniel 8, 11-14, and of which we have the interpretation in Dan. 8, 23-27, and also in Dan. 12,4-12, as we 

will see still better later on.  

But what we notice is that in these two sections of interpretation neither the angel nor Daniel himself talks 

about a “place of God”, but both are talking about the “people of God”! 

In Daniel 8, 24-25 the angel describes the little horn (= king of fierce countenance”) not as fighting against 

the sanctuary, and destroying it, but he says that he “shall destroy the mighty and the holy people”, and 

further it is said, he “shall destroy many;”! 

 

As we therefore see, the interpretation-passage in Dan. 8, 24-27 really does not speak about a place of the 

sanctuary, neither it would be in heaven or on earth that would be cast down or destroyed! But it does only 

speak about the people of God, which is obviously still on earth at that time. 

 

Sure one could still say that this must not necessarily be the equivalent to the sanctuary in the vision of 

Dan. 8, 11-14.  But I think, as far as to this point that it could at least be so!? Would this not be a typical 

Hebrew way to define something by a certain thought of parallelism? Would it not be a way, by which God 

wants to express how he really sees his people? His people in the picture of a sanctuary - would that be 

strange to us as a people who know their bible?  

It is true, that this is a picture that we do not have it so clearly in the OT, but I think it is surely there on 

some places. We will come to at least one of the passages, where we could find this idea in the OT. 

 We also should not forget that this prophecy in Dan. 8: 11-14 does not concern the OT-time anymore, but 

it shows something about the NT- time! Otherwise we should know too, that God already in the time of 

Moses wanted to demonstrate by the building of the tabernacle, how He would like to have his people to be 

a sanctuary! We will come back to this idea sometimes later in the paper. 

 

But if you as a reader of this paper could not agree yet with this thought, don’t worry about that too much. 

We still shall see later on where the other explanations in the interpreting parts of the book of Daniel and 

other parts of the OT would lead us concerning this question.  

 

If therefore the angel in the vision would really bring the sanctuary in connection with the holy people, 

than I ask myself, why some of our people are so concerned, to bring it so much in connection only with the 

place of the heavenly sanctuary? Should we not let the bible interpret itself? I don’t think that we need to 

fear to loose an important truth, if we would at least try to just follow the line of interpretation as the angel 

gives it for the vision of Daniel 8, 11-14? 

I would think, that we’d rather risk to leave a sure ground of interpretation, if we would not at least try to 

follow the line of interpretation given by the angel interpreter himself, and to say more in our interpretation, 

as the angel did? Could it not be, that we could miss the point that God wants to make in the question of 

sanctuary in Dan. 8, 11 and 12? 
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We don’t have a reason to be fearful, when we do not explain the sanctuary in Daniel 8 mainly or even only 

by the heavenly sanctuary, because we have it already very clear in chapter 7, where Jesus is there in the 

judgment since 1844, as the context makes it clear. Could it not be, that God intentionally wanted to take 

our attention, not only to what is going on in heaven during the time of the little horn and during the time of 

judgment-hour, but also to what is still going on earth with Gods people at this time? 

 

Does it mean that God, by the vision in Daniel 8,11-14 wants us not so much to look first what Satan - by 

the earthly power of the “little horn” - does in heaven, but what he before all does here on earth against the 

people of God, its worship, and against the truth? Satan has not the right to do something in heaven 

anymore. So why should his agent, “the little horn”, be able to do something in heaven? 

  

 The danger in a “only” heavenly focus of the sanctuary 

 

I think that there could even be a danger, if we look too much to heaven, to find out, what the papacy did up 

there, and what it still does in the heavenly sanctuary, and that we forget to watch what’s going on here on 

earth within the spiritual temple of Gods people. 

 

We all know that in reality, everything, that the little horn can do, is not really in heaven but on earth. That 

could also be the reason, why the angel, who in Daniel 8, 23-27 gives his interpretation of Daniel 8, 11-14  

does not talk about the sanctuary as a place somewhere in heaven or on earth, but about the people of God, 

which is described to be the attacked object by the little horn.  

Dr. W. Shea says about this question as he comments a little bit Daniel 11, 31: “The papal power did not 

need to be literally and physically present in the heavenly temple in order to profane it. By the work that 

the papacy carried out here on earth, it brought about that profanation.”
1
 

 

To underline this view a little more, we could take a look at 2. Thessl. 2, 3-4, where Paul is also talking 

about the same spiritual power, as Daniel did.  

 

                                                           
1 W. Shea “ Bible amplifier - Daniel” p. 204 
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The temple in 2.Thess. 2, 4, and its relation to the sanctuary in Daniel 8 

 

In 2. Thessl. 2, 14 we read from the “man of lawlessness” who gets sitting in the “temple of God”. In 

Greek we have the word “naon”, which normally describes not only the temple as a building, but the 

innermost part of it.   

 

 The  temple in 2. Thessl. 2, 4 not a sacred place but the sanctified people 

 

In the book of Revelation the word “naon” describes the Most Holy place, where for example the ark was 

seen by John in the vision of Rev. 11,19. It is also the temple in Rev. 7, 15, where the redeemed will be 

before the throne of God.  

Although in 2. Thessl. 2,4 we have the word “naon”, which in the NT and in Revelation points strongly to 

the heavenly temple and even to the Most Holy Place, we do not have a problem to say, that there Paul is 

not talking about the heavenly sanctuary. In all our commentaries the relation is shown to the NT-church, 

where the papacy built up its dominion against the church and its truth.  

Now, according to my understanding of 2.Thessl.2 the man of lawlessness and the little horn must be 

identical. If so, than the temple also must be the same us in Daniel 8! How could we be sure of this 

parallel? 

 
 

The interpretation of the “little horn” and the “king of the north” according to 2. Thessalonians 2  

 

It is not the intention of this paper to go into all details of a comparison between Daniel and 

2.Thessalinians, though it would be very helpful in the interpretation of the little horn and the sanctuary 

theme. But we want to see just the main words that I think Paul had the prophet Daniel in mind, when he 

wrote to this church! 

 

Paul first calls this power “the man of lawlessnes, and the son of destruction” ! He also says that this 

power “will oppose and exalt himself above all that is called God and that is worshipped, so that he is God 

sitteth in the temple of God shwoing himself that he is God.” (v.4)   

 

So we can find in this passage all important elements that we can find in Daniel 7, 8, and even 11. 

 

This deceiving power would have a conflict with the law of God: it would be a power of destruction, that 

will oppose God, and His worship in His temple exalting himself above God. 

 

We sure can see, that this is a description of the same actions, that Daniel were shown in his vision of 

chapter 7, 8, and 11.  I believe that Paul, - by inspiration, and his personal understanding of the OT in 

2.Thessl. 2, - gives his interpretation of the power and actions of the little horn, which is described in 

Daniel 7, 8, and 11!  
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A special study on these passages, in relation to one another, would surely be interesting and helpful. E.G. 

White in referring to Paul’s warning to the Thessalonians also makes us think this way 
2
 

 

If in 2.Thess. 2 we have the same theme, the same power and also the same time-frame in prophecy 

concerning the “little horn”, as in Daniel 8, 11-14, so why do we have to say that in Daniel 8 the sanctuary 

in question is only the heavenly sanctuary, while we do not have a problem to say, that in 2.Thessl. 2 the 

temple (nao) would be Gods people, the NT-church?   

If the ungodly power is the same in both passages, than there should not be a difficulty to see, and interpret 

also the sanctuary in both passages as Gods people, the church, and not only the heavenly sanctuary! That 

would not be against the hermeneutical principle of our interpretation of the bible. In this way the bible 

interprets itself. 

Now, how would this interpretation fit, to what we also find in the vision of Daniel 11, 31-35 and in Daniel 

12,4-12? 

 

Since we accepted the principle of interpretation that the chapters in the book of Daniel, which follow 

Daniel 8 would have more information about the same subject which could help us in our understanding of 

the sanctuary theme, so we should take a closer look now to Daniel 11 and 12. 

 

 

The sanctuary in Daniel 11, 31-34 

 

What does this passage tell us about the sanctuary? Of what sanctuary are we told of in this interpreting 

passage? Does it mean the heavenly sanctuary or the earthly, spiritual temple, or both? To find this out, we 

should do a closer look at the passage there. 

 

What does Dan. 11, 31 say about the sanctuary? What sanctuary do we have to take in consideration? 

 

“And arms shall stand on this part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away 

the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that makes desolate. 

 

First we should notice here that the angel interpreter is using some of the same expressions and words, that 

he already used in Daniel 8, 11-13. He also talks about a “sanctuary”, the “daily sacrifice”, and the 

“abomination of desolation”. (In Dan. 8,13 it says “transgression of desolation”, but it seems to have the same meaning, we will 

come back on it).  

  

So we have a threefold action that is described in this verse 31. 

 

(1)  the polluting of the sanctuary 

(2)  the taking away of the daily 

(3)  the placing of the abomination that makes desolate 

 

                                                           
2 Great Controversy, p356   E.G. White  
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It seems therefore that the vision of Daniel 8, 11-13 is somehow repeated and summarized in this verse. So 

we still have up to this text the same problem as we have in Daniel 8. We again do not find in this verse the 

real sense of the sanctuary, though it is the interpreting part of the vision of Dan 8! 

But one information we do already have in this text that to my observation, is overlooked in our 

commentaries and not brought in connection with the vision in Dan. 8. It’s just one word to what I would 

like to bring our attention at. And this is the word “polluted”!  

 

 The pollution of the sanctuary 

 

What information could this verb “polluted” give us in connection with our question about the nature of the 

sanctuary in question, and even about the real issue concerning the forthgoing of the little horn against the 

sanctuary? 

 

First we should notice, that in Daniel 8, 11-13 it is not explicitly said, that the little horn would “pollute” 

the sanctuary! This is something new in this vision of ch 11.  In Daniel 8, 11 there no question of polluting 

the sanctuary, but it says: “…and the place of his sanctuary was cast down”! 

 

Now we know, how many efforts by different scholars where already made to find out, what this expression 

“cast down” could or even should really mean. And what I found out up to now, is, that by this verb as by 

others used in Daniel 8, it should be proved that the little horn does not defile, nor pollute the sanctuary, nor 

anything else in this direction. It seemed to me that for some of this interpreters it would be very important 

to prove that there is no question of a defiling-process in Daniel 8, 11-13.  

 

In the book “Sanctuary and atonement” we read this concerning: ”It has become evident time and again 

that nothing is said (in Dan. 8, 9-13) about defilement of the sanctuary, or its place as such. The typical 

terms for defilement, pollution, and the like do not appear.  

…We have noted that the little horn power in Dan. 8 is nowhere said to have directly defiled or polluted the 

sanctuary. Among the explicit activities of the little horn there are none that directly relate to a 

defilement/pollution of the sanctuary.” 
3
 

 

This argument in the book is brought up in order to be able to make a difference between the sanctuary in 

Dan. 8, 11-13 and the one mentioned in v 14.  It also should be proved by the same argument that the 

purification of the sanctuary in v. 14 concerns not so much a purification of the sins of the little horn, but 

much more a purification of the confessed sins of the saints. 

 

Now, if the principal conclusion concerning the method of interpretation of the vision in Dan. 8, 9-14 to 

which we have come up at this point of my paper is right, then this argument causes me a certain problem. 

 

It is true that Dan. 8, 9-13 doesn’t use a verb that would have the direct meaning of defilement or pollution, 

but I think that the idea is behind all that is done by the little horn in this passage. I would say that all the 

actions against the sanctuary, its service, and against the Prince of the sanctuary could absolutely be 

summarized by the word “polluted” [chalal], which also means “to profane”.  What else should it mean that 

is done by the little horn to the sanctuary in question in Daniel 8?   

                                                           
3
 “Sanctuary and atonment” p.193 - 205  Biblical Research Commity,   
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But still it could be possible that we do not see it like that, because the explicit word isn’t there. So 

probably we would end in a big discussion again about the real meaning of these verbs. However it would 

be, I would suggest to believe what the angel interpreter already said about that more than 2500 years ago. 

He clearly says in the next vision that the sanctuary would be “polluted” 

 

So if this sanctuary has been polluted then Daniel 8, 14 gives us the promise that there will be a time when 

it gets cleansed again. If that is the case in Daniel 8 and if Daniel 11 would relate to the same vision and 

therefore help us in the interpretation, then we should expect to get some more information there to this 

purification-process in Dan. 11. Now, Daniel 11 is not so much a vision, where Daniel sees future events in 

history but much more a description of events that would take place in history. It also has to be seen as an 

additional information and explication of the vision in Dan. 8. If so, then we surely should find the right 

explication to what the polluting of the sanctuary, the taking away of the “daily sacrifice” and the setting up 

of the “abomination of desolation” in this setting of the prophecy really means. 

If we look just one verse farther to v. 32 we find another verb that has to do with pollution. But this time it 

is not said about the sanctuary but again concerning people which should be polluted. The text says: “And 

such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt [chaneph] by flatteries:” 

 

Could it be that this is another way to explain, what it practically and in reality means by polluting the 

sanctuary? One thing is clear in this context that the following verses from verse 31 on, are describing 

concrete actions about the king of the north. So I think that in verse 31 the actions of the little horn are still 

described under the same symbols as we have in Daniel 8, 11-13. But right afterwards the angel interpreter 

tells us more directly, what it could mean.  

It could for example mean that those, who according to V. 30c “forsake the holy covenant” are getting 

corrupted by the king of the north! (This means, people who are in Christ, but who break their relationship to him. Is it a picture for 

a church in apostasy? We will see it more clearly later on!)  

  

In conclusion we could therefore say that the sanctuary in question in Dan. 11, 31, which cannot be the real 

sanctuary of Jerusalem but a spiritual sanctuary, could be brought in a certain connection with the people of 

God (the Christian church as the New Testament sanctuary) that should be polluted by the king of the north. 

But there shall come a time, when the people as a spiritual sanctuary should be purified again.  

 

Now we should know that this is not to see such as if all who have been corrupted by false doctrines in 

Christianity, would be cleansed from it in the last cleansing of the sanctuary? The prophecy does not deal 

with the individuals in church history but with the church as a corporate unity in the whole process of 

history. 

I know that this essay to see it like that still does not answer all questions concerning the sanctuary, its 

pollution, and cleansing. But as we go on looking more in detail all the texts and follow the descriptions of 

the angel interpreter we sure will get a better picture of the sanctuary and its cleansing on the basis of this 

way of interpretation. But before we still want to look closer in a more exegetical way to this text a little 

later, we want to see first, what kind of general interpretations are mostly given to this text of Dan.11,31 

within Adventists  
 

 

The current interpretation of Daniel 11, 30-35 
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There has been a lot of discussions of this passage in history of Adventist-, and also of non-Adventist-

interpretation about the question, what the “polluting of the sanctuary”, the “taking away of the daily 

sacrifice”, and the “setting up of the abomination of desolation” would mean at this place in Dan. 11. Tow 

major options of interpretation have been proposed in Adventist history.  

 

a)  It would be the Roman political power, which destroyed the literal temple of Jerusalem in 70 ad.
4
 

 

b)  It would rather be the spiritual power of the Roman church which is the papacy. This interpretation is 

the one that our church actually holds in preference.
5
 

 

Personally I could not see why this passage would still refer to the Roman Empire? If we would take a 

closer look at the whole chapter, we should see that the events, that are talking place in Dan. 11, 31 and on, 

are already too late in the prophetic description of the chapter in order to see the Roman Empire in there. 

 

The fact that Daniel 11 has to be expected to be an additional Vision, in order to explain what the prophet 

was already shown in the three visions before should make us think that we should find there further 

information about the sanctuary and judgment theme, which is already brought in vision in Dan. 7 and 8!  

 

Why would we expect that God only would give us just more information about the four powers (Medo-

Persia, Greeke, Rome and the papacy), but nothing about the sanctuary-theme? It would not fit in the idea 

and the intention of the book of Daniel, as to be a book that is not so much interested in political powers 

and actions but in what God is going to do for his people. That is what the angel says in the introduction to 

the vision concerning Daniel 11 and 12. “! Now I am come to make you understand what shall befall your 

people in the latter days.” (Dan. 10,14) 

 

So that’s why I personally agree with those, who see in the “taking away the daily sacrifice” (v. 31) the 

same event, of what Daniel 8,11-13 is talking about. We have therefore a further description, of what was 

fulfilled by the claiming of the papacy to be the vicar of the son of God, replacing his heavenly minister as 

our High priest by an earthly priesthood.  

 

 The profanation of the sanctuary in heaven or on earth  

 

The point I would like to repeat again at this moment is, that we should not think that the papacy did all this 

ungodly and rebellious things in the heavenly sanctuary, but within the church on earth! So the ministry of 

expiation, reconciliation, and salvation, that alone can be done for the sinner by Jesus as our Savior and our 

High priest, was transferred by the papacy to an earthly Christian idol -temple, and outworked by a false 

and corrupt priesthood.  

At the same time Jesus as the only Mediator was replaced by other mediators as Marie and other so called 

“saints”. But all this was not done in heaven, for all these “saints” are not really in heaven but in the grave. 

But the delusion by the little horn concerning these false worshipping was and still is all done here on earth. 

So the whole profanation or pollution of the sanctuary was done here on earth and affected directly even in 

the heart of good and sincere Christians in all ages.  

                                                           
4 For example, Dr. Hans Heinz, former teacher at the Adventist theological Highschool; (Friedensau, Germany) in “Zeiten, Zeichen und 

Regenten” to Daniel 11  
5 4ABC 873ff 
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Of course we can see in all this profaning process a consequence that affects also the heavenly sanctuary. 

Because all that people do here on earth, be it done by believers or unbelievers are written down in the 

books of heaven. This also may be considered as a way of defiling the heavenly sanctuary.  

All this would - to my understanding - really be a corrupting-process of the sanctuary by flatteries, as the 

text says it. 

 

Clifford Goldstein puts the historical fulfillment of these actions of the little horn on this earth it this way: 

“The taking away of the daily, or Christ ministry in the sanctuary, comes from the apostate system of 

mediation, intercession, etc. - prerogatives that belong to Christ in the sanctuary in heaven, but were 

usurped by the papacy.”
6
  This logically and concretely seen, happened not in heaven but on earth 

 

This idea to be the representative of Christ on earth could not be without results however. 

                                                           
6 Clifford Goldstein, “ 1844 made simple” Pacific press, Idaho 
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 The consequence of a false understanding of being Christ’s vicar on earth  

 

It is worth to think about the reason behind, why the papacy finally acted more and more as a kind of 

representative of Jesus on earth. This misuse was brought up to a great extend by a false interpretation of 

Mt.16, 16, where Jesus seemed to put the key of the kingdom of God in the hand of Peter. So the pope was 

claiming by this way to have authority also over the earthly kingdoms, so that even the kings of the earth 

are to be under his spiritual authority and dominion. 

The consequences of this rebellious action where seen in the medial church, when the papacy brought war 

against all those, who where not ready to accept its claims as representation of Christ on earth. 

 

All this was the object of prophecy in Daniel 8, 11-13, and it is the same in Dan. 11, 31. 

It has in this context clearly to do with a certain desecration and pollution of the sanctuary.  

This again shows us that Daniel 11,31-35 must be seen in the same context, and as a additional information 

and interpretation of Daniel 8, 11-14, though the power that are involved in Daniel 11 is not the “little 

horn”, but the “king of the north”, which in this context clear comes out as the power of papacy!  

But was the papacy always alone in his action against Gods work on this earth?  The prophecy clearly talks 

about helpers for the king of the north. 

  

 The helpers of the king of the north 

 

“And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary.” 

 

Here we have to read very carefully. The text does not say that the king of the north alone will pollute the 

sanctuary, but arms will stand on his part to help him in this objective! They also shall be involved in 

setting up the abomination that makes desolate!  

The king of the north is therefore helped by “arms” (v. 31a). That is to say, that the king of the north will 

not be alone in his actions of polluting, or in profaning,  and devasting the sanctuary!   

What does that mean in relation to what we would find in Daniel 8 ?  I think, that the word “arms” is a 

very striking parallel to the “host” in Daniel 8, 12, that are also be given there as a help to the little horn in 

his profaning actions in, and against the sanctuary! So according to this text, there will be two powers who 

will be united in the profaning actions that are described in Daniel 11, 31, and even to the end of the 

chapter. It is the “host”, and the “little horn” ! 

 

This interpretation could also get a textual support from Daniel 8,24. 

 

“strong, but not by his own power” 

 

In Dan. 8, 24, which is the first interpretation-part of Daniel 8,10-14, it says: “he will be strong, but not by 

his own power”!  Does it mean, that the little horn will get the power from somebody else, as we usually 

interpret, in referring to Rev. 13,2, where the beast receives the power from the dragon. Or could it be, that 

Daniel wants to tell us, that the little horn will not be able to act by himself, but also by those how help 

him, and who are willing to accept his power? 
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Both possibilities should be taken in further consideration! It seems to me, that from the explanation of 

Dan. 11,31, where the king of the north is helped by “arms”, the second possibility would have strongly 

support by this text.  

However, we should consider that in both possibilities the real power behind would be Satan himself. Only 

the dragon can influence and empower men, to fight against God, His people, and against His truth. But 

Satan will always have his earthly agents, by whom he would accomplish his goals. These could be 

therefore the agents in connection with the little horn. 

 

The “arms” or the “host” that help the little horn, and the king of the north 

 

Who, historical speaking, could be these helpers of the little horn and of the king of the north, which is the 

papacy?  How should “these arms” be standing on the part of the papacy? What can we really understand 

by this, “host”, or by these “arms”?  

 

Generally spoken, it must refer to a power, who collaborates with the little horn, or with the king of the 

north, in polluting the sanctuary, and in setting up the abomination of desolation. We should again 

remember that in Daniel 11,31 it does not say, that the king of the north does all this profaning and 

destroying actions alone, but it says; “they (his arms!) shall pollute the sanctuary, and (they) shall take 

away the daily, and “they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate!” 

 

How finally could that be? I think there can only be two possibilities. 

 

(1)  It could be a picture for the whole priesthood within the roman catholic church, that helps the pope 

in his rebellious actions.
7
  

But this interpretation would give me a certain problem, because neither the little horn nor the king of 

the north has to be seen as a picture for a single person, as the pope. We all agree, that the little 

horn means the whole institution of the papacy, which also is the Catholic church.  

So if we are consistent in our interpretation we must say that the whole priesthood is already included 

in the picture of the little horn in Dan 7 and 8, and also in the king of the north in chapter 11. 

Therefore his “host” or “the arms”, which shall stand on his part” in his destroying actions against 

the sanctuary, and the people of God, must be not only looked within the church, but also outside 

the church! 

That brings me to a second possibility of interpretation concerning “the host” or “the arms” ! 

 

(2)  Could it be, that these “arms” represent the worldly, and political power, and therefore in some 

sense the real forces, that the papacy always had on his side. Without this political help, it never 

could have done anything in history against God’s “temple”. So I would think, that Daniel 8, 24a 

could be read like that: “His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power (alone !} 

 

 The papacy by his own authority and power could never had persecuted the people of God, if not 

political powers and arms had been on its side!  

 

Now, at this point I would like to make a special observation. 

                                                           
7 ibid 61 
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The translation-problem in Dan. 8, 11-12 - Who is “he”, or “it” ? 

 

We have realized a longtime ago, that there is a certain problem in the translation of Dan. 8,10 -13.  A lot 

of discussions have taken place, a lot of books and papers are written about the question concerning the 

relation of the verbs to the different subjects. (Prince, horn or host)  

The other problem is about the gender of the verbs that does not seem in accordance with the different 

subjects in the passage. Personally it seems to me, that we meet in this text a certain situation of language 

that will not be so easy resolved grammatically or by syntax. I think that in some cases in the Bible we are 

not able to come to a good explication just by technical procedure. In such cases we would probably have to 

decide by the whole context of the theme of the prophecy, in order to find the good solution for a right 

translation. 

So from the view that we have found in Daniel 11, 30-32, I would suggest, that the subject in Dan. 8, 12, to 

which belongs the feminine verbs “tinnaten” is not anymore the little “horn” (qeren), but the “host” 

(zavah).  

 

 Logically, but not grammatically 

 

I think, that we have to consider, that the horn is not explicitly mentioned in v.12, but the reader of the 

whole passage may have the impression that the little horn is the predominating  and logical acting power 

and therefore also the subject to the verbs in the text. 

It can be the same problem as we meet in Dan. 8, 9, where the grammar tells us, that the little horn does not 

come out from the four horns but from the four winds. But that is not the logical, but the grammatical 

reading. This is a reflection that seems to get good support by a new linguistical study of this text by Martin 

Pröpstle 
8
 

 

The problem to understand the text in the right way could be that it goes against our prepositional sight of 

this prophetic text. But if this danger exists, then we should just try to understand, what the prophet real 

saw, and not what our logic says. That’s why we have always to be aware, not to read the bible by our 

human logic, because God often surprises us by actions and developments in the description of prophetic 

visions that we would not think of. So he also does in real history. He surprises man in His thinking and 

often He comes quite across to plans and expectations of men. 

 

However a good grammatical understanding of this passage, as Martin Pröpstle obviously did, seems that 

we could read the text in a way that it gets in good accordance with the conclusion that I tried to point out 

from the view of Dan. 11, 31.  If we consider that this is the interpreting part for Dan. 8, 11-13, then we 

should expect that it brings as to this reading of the text. 

 

                                                           
8 This thesis would be in great agreement with a special study that a good friend of mine, Martin Pröpstle, is working on for his dissertation. 

Just as I had almost finished this paper, it was to my greatest surprise, that Martin Pröpstle in his proposal for his dissertation exactly came by 

a deep analyzing study of this passage to this same conclusion. (We never talked each other about that before. I just knew that he was working 

on this passage.)   

M. Pröpstle says, that the little horn would eventually  be the logical subject of “tinnaten”, but the “host” (zavah) would be the grammatical 

subject! This, to my understanding about the sense of the passage, would make good sense! 
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Conclusion 

 

In summarizing I would therefore agree with M. Pröpstle that the grammatical subject of the following 

verbs in v. 12 are the “host”, but the logical subject would still be the “horn”.  But if we think still deeper, 

then we could even say that we could see both, the host” and the “horn”, as belonging to all following 

verbs in the text!  

 

By that I do not mean that it only concerns the verb “tinnaten” (was given), but also “tashlech” (cast down 

the truth), and also the two following verb “w’astha” and “w’hizli’chah” ! (it practised and prospered) 

That is to say, that everything that now is going on in the text could be seen from this point of view. In this 

case not only the little horn but also his “host” would logically be engaged in the battle against the 

sanctuary and the people. 

 

Could it be, that this has to do something with the background of the two powers, of whom we were 

talking above, and who according to Dan. 11,31 became a united power?  So in Dan. 8, 12 we could 

eventually find the same idea, as we already saw in the interpreting part in Dan. 11.31.  We even should 

expect it like that!  So therefore the use of the verbs in the singular form would be the logic way to describe 

the “Unity” between the king of the north, and the arms that stood at his side.  
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Two powers, but still only one king of the north 

 

If we consider, that the prophet in vision saw this two powers getting united in there actions against the 

sanctuary, the truth, and the people of God, so Daniel could have tried to describe this corrupted unification 

in changing the gender of the verbs in relation to their subject, to take our attention to that phenomena, and 

to express by this change the powerful union between the horn and the host, that he must have watched in 

his vision under a certain picture.  

 

If it is like that, then it could still be possible that we would rather expect the verb “tash’lech” in plural 

form. But even with this reflection, we would have the same problem in Dan. 11, 31. We also read there 

that they polluted the sanctuary, and they set up the abomination that causes desolation. So we have two 

subjects in verse 31, that is, “the arms” and “the king of the north”, but in the next verse again the personal 

pronoun is in singular, that is “he”!  

In the rest of the chapter 11 it always talks about the king of the north in singular, though we have in verse 

31 the uniting between the king of the north, and the “arms” which help him! We could call it, as it is 

known, “the unholy alliance” between church and state. 

 

This interpretation brings me still to another observation in relation to the interpretation of Daniel chapter 

Daniel 2. 

 

 The parallel with Daniel 2 - the mixture of iron and clay 

 

Could it be that this “Unity” between the king of the north and his “arms” in Dan. 11, as also the unity 

between the little horn and the “host” in Daniel 8 means the same, than in Daniel 2 ?  

Some interpreters go already a long time in the direction to say, that “iron and clay” represent much more 

the unity between religious and political power, than just a unity or diversity of political `powers in ancient 

and modern Europe. One of the most authoritative interpreters of this view was even E.G. White.  

 

“Iron and Clay - Mingled Churchcraft and Statecraft:  We have come to a time when God's   sacred 

work is represented by the feet of the image in which the iron was mixed with the miry clay. God has a 

people, a chosen people, whose discernment must be sanctified, who must not become unholy by laying 

upon the foundation wood, hay, and stubble. Every soul who is loyal to the commandments of God will see 

that the distinguishing feature of our faith is the seventh-day Sabbath. If the government would honor the 

Sabbath as God has commanded, it would stand in the strength of God and in defense of the faith once 

delivered to the saints.  

But statesmen will uphold the spurious sabbath, and will mingle their religious faith with the observance of 

this child of the papacy, placing it above the Sabbath which the Lord has sanctified and blessed, setting it 

apart for man to keep holy,as a sign between Him and His people to a thousand generations. The mingling 

of churchcraft and statecraft is represented by the iron and the clay. This union is weakening all the power 

of the churches. This investing the church with the power of the state will bring evil results. Men have 

almost passed the point of God's forbearance. They have invested their strength in politics, and have united 

with the papacy. But the time will come when God will punish those who have made void His law, and their 

evil work will recoil upon themselves (MS 63, 1899). 
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This way to interpret Daniel 2 and Daniel 8,12 would also be in perfect accordance with Revelation 17, 

where the 10 horns and the beast represent at the end of the time a united force (Rev. 17,-12-13, before 

they disunite again just shortly before the end. (Rev. 17, 16)  

 

 The parallel to Daniel 7 

 

It his given interpretation also stands in full accordance with the prophecy, and the picture of the 10 horns, 

and the little horn.  The collaboration and coexistence of the little horn and the host in Daniel 8, and the 

union between the arms and the king of the north would be exactly the same as we see in Daniel 7, where 

the 10 Horns are coexistent with the little horn! 

 

Historically seen, the 10 horns (kingdoms of ancient Europe) also where collaborating with the little horn 

and the king of the north which was the Papacy in persecuting and destroying Gods “people, His sanctuary, 

and His truth”. This goes on up to our days, and still will have a astonishing fulfillment at the end of the 

time. 

Daniel 7 would only give us still the information, that those powers, that would not be cooperating with the 

little horn or the king of the north, would be exterminated, as it was with the three horns in early times! I 

think this is the main message of the elimination of the three horns in Daniel 7  

But if from this background of interpretation we look to chapter 11, than we have exactly the same 

principal idea. There the king of the north also is described as a power that conquers and exterminates all 

powers that are not willing to come under his control. In this case it doesn’t matter if these powers are 

spiritual people or political powers! 

 

From the light of Daniel 8, 24 seen, that would be the understanding of the mentioning “and he shall 

destroy the mighty and holy people!”   

So “mighty” would stand for political powers, and “holy”, for the spiritual powers, that is the people of 

God.  

 

Who this political power at the beginning of the time of the papacy concretely was, we will see later on in 

this paper, when we get to the time-element of the prophecy. There we should suppose to find a historical 

situation that fulfills exactly the prophecy according to this now given interpretation. We will find a 

fascinating fulfillment! 

 

But what would it mean for the future?  Will the papacy again have “a host” or “arms”, which will help him 

in setting up another “abomination of desolation”?  We will find the answer, when we come to this subject 

again later on!  Before we come up to this question let’s go on to find out, what Daniel 11 still has to tell us 

concerning the interpretation of the sanctuary-vision in Daniel 8. 

 

If we remember the principle, that die following chapters in Daniel are always explaining a little more the 

preceding visions, - though under other pictures - then we should still see, what the following verses in 

Daniel 11, 32 -35 tell us about the sanctuary theme. 
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The deceiving action against the covenant 

 

In Dan. 11,30 +32, we are taught that the king of the north will have “indignation” ( fury or wrath ?) 

against the holy covenant, and that he will “go forth by flatteries against the covenant,”  The text still says 

that he would “have intelligence with those who forsake the holy covenant”! 

 

According to the Hebrew text “have intelligence” could mean, that he would be wise or skilled with those 

who are already unfaithful to the covenant! They idea of a kind of intelligence deception is there. 

So three times a deceptive and furious forthgoing against “the covenant” and those who forsake the 

covenant is mentioned in this passage. 

 

What did God want to reveal by that? Did he already show something about the covenant in Dan. 7 and 8 ?  

Can we already find in the other two preceding visions the idea of the covenant? In order to be able to 

answer this question, we should first understand, what the prophet and the bible understand by covenant? 

 

 What can we understand by “covenant” in Daniel 11, 30-32? 

 

The word in Hebrew for covenant is “br’it”, which designs the covenant that God made with his people. 

(Jer. 31, 31-33 etc…)  

It has much to do with Gods holy law. But in a broader sense, it means the whole revelation of Gods 

truth. Gods people had not just to be obedient to a certain list of laws, but to all the revelation of Gods plan 

and his will. That’s why we surely can see in the word covenant the same, what we find in Daniel 7,25 by 

“law”, and in Daniel 8, 12 by the word “truth”, which the little horn stands up against, in changing it (Dan. 

7, 25), and in casting it down. (Dan. 8,12) 

 

So we could surely say, that the “law”, and the “truth” which we find in Daniel ch.7, and in  ch. 8, is 

interpreted by the angel in Dan. 11, 30+32 as the covenant. The king of the north is therefore supposed to 

go forth wickedly and wisely against the law, and the truth of God. In addition to that shall he by flatteries 

corrupt those, who on one side try to keep the law, and belief the truth, but on the other side he shall deal 

wisely with those who have already forsaken the covenant! So what would be the success in the actions of 

the king of the north against the covenant? 

 

 The success against the covenant 

 

If we only would have the information in Daniel 7, and 8, then the winner during all this time of fight 

against the law and the truth and against the people of God seems to be the little horn. In Daniel 7, 21 we 

read: “I beheld, and the same horn made war within the saints, and prevailed against them.” 

In Dan. 8, 12 we read:  “ and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised and prospered.” ( So 

also in V. 24)  

 

This description makes me think of the following question: What is the reason that the king of the north 

could be so successful in his forthgoing against the covenant, and the people of the covenant? 

 

 The reason for the success of the king of the north 
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The answer I think, we get in Dan. 11, 30.  There we read that the king will have intelligence with them that 

forsake the holy covenant. So the reason for his tremendous success is there, where people forsake the 

covenant! It means that this satanic power has only success within those, who do not stay faithful to Gods 

law, and His truth, and to His covenant, but who transgress it. 

 

This interpretation would exactly be in accordance with 2. Thess. 2, 10 where the apostle Paul is speaking 

of the upcoming of this same power. In this chapter he also talks about something that could hinder the man 

of lawlessness to become a real deceiving power. 

The Apostle wrote to the church, that there would be something (“it” = Greek neutral) , and someone (“the 

one”, who =Greek masculine), who must be taken out of the way, to make the way free for the men of 

lawlessness, to be able to sit himself in the temple of God, and to show himself that he is God.  

 

The restraining power for the king of the north 

 

What did Paul have in mind by the “it” and by the “one”, that must be removed so that the man of 

lawlessness could sit in the temple of God and claim there to be himself God? 

 

Different options have been discussed on that question. Would it be the Roman Empire that had to fall first 

in order to make place for the upcoming of the Papacy; or the Holy Spirit that would have to be withdrawn 

from the earth; or that Paul meant the church at a secret rapture somewhere in future, so that the Antichrist 

could come up?  Some think about the Jewish State or the world-dominion of the Gentiles. Some think, that 

it could only be God, that holds back this apostate power, or it could be the preaching of the Gospel.
9
 Some 

interpreters think that it would have been a secret that the church at this time knew, but that Paul did not 

mention in the letter for reason of security for the church in its context to the Roman power. 
10

 

 

Was Paul thinking in this direction? I think it must not be such a great secret for us. The church in Paul’s 

days knew it, so why should we not know it? We just would have to ask, what the Bible says about what 

the church can do so that the men of lawlessness does not have a chance to come in, and sit down within 

the church even claiming to be God, so that everyone had to obey and adore him.  

 

If it would be the Roman Empire, then how was the Roman Empire a hindering power against the power of 

apostasy within the church, so that the Papacy could finally come up within the church. Some roman 

Emperors even supported the man of lawlessness in his development! No political power could protect the 

church from such an apostasy! So Paul could not have meant the Roman Empire nor the Jewish State or so 

on. 

 

If it would be the Holy Spirit, where then does the Bible say, that the Holy Spirit would be withdrawn from 

the earth so that the little horn could come up in history, after the Roman Empire? If it would be the 

preaching of the Gospel that would mean that as long as the Gospel is preached, the man of Lawlessness 

could not really sit in the temple of God. That is not true in view of the past situation of the papacy, and it 

will not be true either in future, if this man of lawlessness would be a figure for Satan who will personate 

                                                           
9
 John Paulien, “The end-time”  p. 56-101) RH-publishing 

10
 All of this possibilities and still others are mentioned and discussed in “The Expositors Bible Commentary”:  Frank E. 

Goebelein  Vol. 11; P. 324    SEE also in ABC 7  pg. 272 to 2. Thessl. 
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himself shortly before the coming of Christ. But this it will still be in a time where the Gospel will be 

preached under the picture of the loud cry. So Satan at the end time will appear exactly in that time, when 

the Gospel will be preached as never before in history. (See context in great controversy 624)  

 

If it would be the church, that would be uplifted to heaven, then it would mean that the church would never 

be touched by the “man of lawlessness”, of whom Paul was warning the church. Why then warn the church, 

if God would take her away before the Power of the Antichrist rises up? So I would propose the following 

way to see it. 

 

 Jesus as the restraining power 

 

In v. 10 Paul writes that this deceiving power would only be successful with them, who have not received 

the love of the truth. This truth is not just a doctrine but it is also Jesus himself as the incorporate truth. “I 

am the truth”, Jesus said!  So Christ would be “the one”, who would have to be moved out of the “center” 

(Greek version) of the church, so that the “Anti - Christ” could take his place within the church. If the 

church gives up one master she goes automatically under another master. Whom you obey, his servants you 

will be!  This principal should also be applied for individual believers. As long as we have real Christ in us, 

as long as he is the center of or life, no God opposing power could take his dwelling within us. And what is 

true for every believer must also be true for the church as a whole. So what protects each faithful believer 

also protects the church. 

 

 The Word of God a restraining power 

 

Remember Paul does not only speak about someone but also about something that holds back. So what 

could that be? It must not be a big secret!  Jesus did not only say, “I’m the truth”, but he also said: “my 

word is truth”! That could be the “it”, that must be moved out of the center of the church so that apostasy 

could come in! That was exactly what happened in the early church.  

We have a similar situation in our days. A lot of Christians a believing in Jesus as a Person of truth, but 

they do not real believe in his word, as the truth. So his word gets separated from his person. If the church 

will be saved from the aggressions of the man of lawlessness, she has to be faithful to Jesus and his word. 

 

As long as the early church was faithful to Jesus, and His word, as long as she was keeping the covenant, 

the law, and the truth, as long as she was opposing the worldly and  

political power in the roman time she was spiritually save, and the gospel was spread throughout  the 

Roman Empire.  

 

So from the view of history, we can say that the apostasy in the early church has clearly been developed 

long before the Papacy was set up as a religious, and political institution in the 5
th

 - 6
th

 century, as we will 

see later on in this paper. 

 

What therefore was the only but main reason why the king of the north, the Papacy, came up so 

successfully in history? It was, because the church had began to forsake the covenant!  History proves 

therefore, that the prophecy in Dan. 11, 30c was exactly right! 
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 The desolation in the sanctuary “because of transgression” 

 

According to this way of interpretation I would say, that this could also be the real sense of the expression 

in Dan. 8, 12, where it also says, that the truth was cast down by the power of the little horn “by reason of 

transgression”!   

Jacques Doukhan would therefore be very right when he translates: “because of the transgression an army 

was given him to oppose the daily sacrifice ….”  

 

The Translation from Knox transcribes it this way: “Alas four our guilt! That such an enemy, by armed 

force, should avail against the sacrifice….” 

 

This translation from Knox gives also an interesting description of Daniel 11,30. “… as he  (the king of the 

north) returns, he shall vent his spleen against the holy covenant in good earnest. The forsakers of the 

covenant have not escaped his eyes and there are willing hands a many to help the inviolable sanctuary, 

daily sacrifice annulling, spreading defilement and desolation there.” 

I think this transposition of the text hits the point that we find proved in history very good. 

 

 The apostasy in church as reason for the existence of Son of desolation 

 

The main idea in this prophecy in Dan. 11,30-31 was, that there would be already transgression and guilt 

within the church, so that this “man of lawlessness” could finally be successful within the church and in 

consequence even sit in the temple of God and exalting himself above all that is worshipped. This idea 

would also be seen in Dan. 8, 13, if we would understand the question of the angel, as if he also wanted to 

know, how long the transgression that causes (!) desolation would be.
11

  

 

In this sense the expression would talk about the reason for the desolation, and this would be transgression 

of God’s covenant by the professed people of God. So preceding transgression would be the cause for 

further destruction by the little horn, or the king of the north and his host and his arms. That again would be 

in total harmony with the description in Dan. 11.13b.  

 

First the text talks about the pollution of “the sanctuary”, that would be the church, and then the next step 

would be the “taking away of the daily sacrifice”!  

 

Here we should be aware, that in the vision we can find a certain distinction that is made between the 

pollution of the sanctuary and the profaning acts that follows! 

So it seems that in this interpretation part to the vision of Dan. 8 we observe a certain logical chronology of 

profaning events, which should take place in the development of the church under the influence of the little 

horn power! 

 

Up to this point we sure can say that the whole process of pollution does not directly touch yet the heavenly 

sanctuary because the angel interpreter always talks about people who are getting polluted under the 

                                                           
11

  Some translations render the text like that. For ex. The NAS.   

Dr. Davidson  proposes to translate by ”  The transgression causing horror!”  so in his paper: “Then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed” p 14   Andrews University!   

Moffat translates “ the transgression that makes desolate.” 
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influence of a evil power behind. I would therefore say, that the realization in the history could be the 

controlling element of the rightness of our interpretation. 

 

Now we could still ask, where in the vision of Daniel 8 could we eventually see a process of polluting the 

people of God before “the taking away of the daily”? If we have to distinguish between this to actions as 

indicated in Dan. 11,31a then we should try to see such a distinction also in Daniel 8. 
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 The pollution of the sanctuary in Daniel 8 

 

By studying the text in Dan. 11,30c - 32a we got the idea, that polluting the sanctuary meant to pollute 

some of the people of God in order to bring them more and more away from worshipping God and thus 

causing their spiritual destruction, while in further consequence he goes on to destroy those who oppose his 

deceiving and flattering power. So all together the little horn has to be seen as a power that destroys some 

of the people of God in both ways. 

I think that is exactly what we also find in Dan. 8,10-12 and what is also said in the interpreting part in 

Dan. 8, 23c-25. From this perspective I do not think that destroying in Daniel 8, must necessarily mean to 

destroy only physically. Even in history we will find, that the papacy destroyed much more people 

spiritually then it did literally or physically! I do not think that someone could not see that even today! And 

so it will be in future.  

 

If therefore Daniel 8,10-12 could be brought in connection with Daniel 11, 30-33 than we would have 

exactly the same process of destruction.  

In this case the expression “and the place of his sanctuary was cast down” (Dan.8, 11c) would find his 

counterpart in: “and they shall pollute the sanctuary”! And as we  already saw in this case, the sanctuary 

would be a picture for the church in which this spiritual polluting and literal destroying work would be 

done by the power of the little horn or the king of the north within the church as a sanctuary. 

Now, I think that by polluting the people of God and causing them to transgress Gods law and Gods 

justifying and saving way automatically they throw a shadow on the heavenly sanctuary. So by polluting the 

earthly sanctuary also the heavenly gets polluted. This could be either by the sinning people of God as also 

by those who cause the people to transgress and to sin. But finally each one is responsible for himself in 

Gods judgment. 

 

The next step according to Dan. 11, 31 would be that the daily sacrifice would be taken away and as the 

next consequence the setting up of the abomination of desolation would take place. 

 

It is true, that this is not exactly the same chronology of events in Dan. 8,10-12 but it is the chronology as 

given in Dan. 11, 30-33. So in either way we would have the problem of chronology of the events. But I 

think that we should let us guide by the interpreting angel in Daniel 11 in his explanation of the 

chronological order of the historical events, that should occur.  

Again we will see that history proves, that before there where a real persecution and official and open, 

spiritual forthgoing by the little horn against the original teachings of the church, there was a smoothly 

apostasy within the church, that finally prepared the way for the establishment of the Papacy. 

 

So from this viewpoint out seen, we arrive now to the question in Daniel 8, 13.  There one of the angels in 

the vision would like to know, how long all this destroying, profaning and polluting actions would be? 

 

Now in this verse we come also to the expression the “transgression or abomination of desolation”, as we 

also find in Dan. 11,31 and in Dan. 12, 11. So we clearly see that all three texts are talking about the same 

things, and that’s why we have to deal with them in this interrelationship. 

 

 

 



SEN728 – Cleansing of the Sanctuary                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     46 

 The interrelationship in Dan 8,11-14  

 

I’m aware of the discussion if this expression in Daniel 8, 13 means the same as in the other two passages. 

But it seems that the discussion within our church are getting settled down, because there are more and 

more evidences, that it has to be understood in the same way. 

The question however rises for some of our interpreters, if the question in Dan. 8, 13 is a certain 

summarizing of all the actions of the little horn in v. Dan.8,10-13?  This question seems still to be 

discussed. Personally I do not see, why this question should not relate to that what is going on in v. 10-12. 

The fact that we do not have in Hebrew exactly the same expression concerning “the transgression of 

desolation” on all three places cannot be a reason to see another sense in it. Most translators render the 

expression already with the same sense.
12

  

But if Dan. 8, 13 can be seen as relating to the profaning actions of the little horn in v. 11-12 then it has 

automatically some consequences for the interpretation of the nature of the defiling and the cleansing of the 

sanctuary in Dan. 8, 14.  

 

 The consequence for a textual interrelationship between Daniel 8:10-14  

 

If the above given explanation about the meaning of the question in Dan. 8, 13 is right, then it would bring 

us to a certain conclusion. That is, that the direct answer to the question in Dan. 8, 13 would be Daniel 

8,14. That again would mean, that the actions of the little horn described in v. 10-12, must be interpreted in 

the context of a spiritual, and literal profaning, defiling, and destroying process. The cleansing, or 

purification of the sanctuary after 2300 days in v.14 must therefore be the reversal process, to this kind of 

profanation described in Dan. 8, 10-12! 
13

 

 

That would mean, that by purifying the sanctuary all this profaning activities, wherever it comes from, and 

by whatever it is done, must come to an end. Two possibilities are given for putting a end to this defiling 

activities.  

 

a)  The defiler, and profaner or destroyer stops to continue his activities, by submitting to the Prince of the 

heavenly host, and recognizing Him as the only true Prince, Savior and Mediator in the favor to His 

people and in His work in the heavenly Sanctuary. That also would mean that the profaners of the 

sanctuary would be ready to completely submit to the law of God and by love to this heavenly Savior be 

ready to live in perfect harmony with the principles of the heavenly government. 

 

The only negative alternative to this option would be: 

 

b)  The defiler and profaner of the spiritual sanctuary, which could be seen both the people of God and the 

heavenly sanctuary, where Christ is doing His saving and atoning work for us, by not stopping to defile 

and profane this twofold sanctuary the profaners would be finally destroyed.  

 

                                                           
12

 So also the conclusion of Dr. Davidson in his mentioned paper. P. 14 
13

 It seems that this view of seeing the context of Daniel 11-14 is not seen by some Adventist scholars. See for example in 

“Sanctuary and atonement” p.            
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Only by this way the sanctuary, both the people of God as also the real heavenly sanctuary could be 

cleansed and rest clean forever and ever! That would be the only way that finally the sanctuary could be 

restored to its original state as it was before even sin come up in the universe!
14

  

 

This then would be a question that not only concerns the church or the people on this world, but then the 

purification of the sanctuary from this viewpoint out seen must have cosmical consequences! 

 

But before we get more prove for this view from the whole context of Daniel 8-12 we want to come back to 

the success of the little horn in his fight against the truth, as we read in Daniel 7 and 8.  

 

We know that the little horn was not as successful in past times, as this verses we have already seen before, 

would make us think. Did God oversee, to reveal to Daniel that it would not totally win the battle against 

the truth, and the saints during the 1260 years, as we would eventually get the idea from Dan. 7, 21 and 8, 

12? By the way, this idea we also find in Rev. 13, 7, where it also says: “And it was given unto him to make 

war with the saints and to overcome them…”  

In the whole chapter 13 it doesn’t talk either, that the victory of the beast over the horn in all that time 

would not be so totally successful. It also seems, that the beast has unlimited power over the saints during 

the time of the 1260 days. It is just like in Daniel 7 and 8. 

Here we have another reason, why we need to look to Daniel 11, to see the whole and real picture of the 

prophecy. What do we see in Daniel 11 about the real success of the king of the north?  

 

 The success of the king of the north in deceiving the people of God 

 

Daniel 11, 32+34 also does talk about the success the king of the north would have within the people of 

God by his flatteries against the covenant, and by its persecution. But there is also hope, because there will 

be some, who would not be overcome by this power. Here we have an information that we do not have in 

Daniel 7 nor in Daniel 8.  In both of the preceding visions we will get the idea, as if the little horn would 

absolutely win over the people of God during the time of the 1260 years. We just read how at the end God’s 

people would still be the winner over the ungodly powers. (Dan. 7, 22 +27) 

 

 The success of the people of God 

 

Fortunately here in Daniel 11, we get an additional information about the physical, and spiritual surviving 

of the people of God, and of the truth, in the time greatest deceptions and persecution. The angel in vision 

puts is this way: “But the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.” 

 

This text tells us also, what will be the only safeguard in time of deception and apostasy. It is to know God, 

which biblical speaking means, to have a close relationship with Christ by the Holy spirit. But it also means 

to have a deep understanding of the covenant and the truth of God.  

The Prophecy here also says that people in this time of affliction and persecution would “do exploits”, 

(asah) which means, “to do”  or “take actions”
15

  That means that the persecuted people would not be idle, 

but they would act their faith in sharing it to others.  It also says that: “they that understand among the 

people shall instruct many…” 

                                                           
14

 If I understand Dr. Davidson in his paper right, he comes to this same conclusion. See pg.16  
15 4ABC 874 
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We clearly can see the fulfilling of this passage in the great work as, for example it was done by the 

Waldenses, Albigenses, Huguenottes, Protestants and others. They all went around within greatest 

tribulation to literally “instruct many”! 

 

 The persecution of the holy people 

 

The result of the endurance of those who know there God will be: “And they that understand among the 

people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many 

days.” 

Here we are told, what the people of God would have to suffer for their faith for “many days”!  

As we see all the way long this passage, it always talks about Gods people in connection with the 

profanation of the sanctuary and the setting up of the abomination of desolation. This actions in Dan 11, 31 

are described by all the actions, that the king of the north is to do against Gods people, both, in a the 

spiritual area, by corrupting them morally and spiritually, and in the physical area by persecution. This 

persecution should be of “many days”, which means a long time.  

The exact time for that had already been reveled in Dan 7. 25 ( 3 1/2 time), and still will be given even 

more in detail in Daniel 12,4-12!
16

 

So this description in Daniel 11, 31-34 comes clearly out as a parallel and additional description and 

interpretation to Daniel 8, 11-14. That means, that in Daniel 8, 11-14 we cannot only see a spiritual 

desolation in the heavenly sanctuary, but in the light of the interpretation part in Dan. 11, 31-34, we have to 

see much more a real profanation and real desecration within Gods people, as a earthly sanctuary. 

 

 The apostate infiltration within Gods people 

 

“Now when they shall fall, they shall be helped with little help: but many shall cleave to them with 

flatteries.” (v. 34)    

In this time of trial, God won’t forget his people. He will help them to get through this time, “even to the 

end”! But it seems that the devil during this time of help, will bring within the church people, who are 

spoiling the people of God from within. These can be those of which already Paul spoke in Act. 20.29-31 

“Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw disciples after them” 

This always has happened within the Christian church, and it has not stopped in the time of middle age. 

So the whole description of this passage brings us up to the time after 1798, and even to our days. 

 

What now is to be expected after this  ”appointed time”?   

 

                                                           
16 4ABC p. 874 
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The purifying process in Daniel 11, 35 

 

We read on: “And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge them, and to make 

them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.” 

 

What does this verse talk about? At this moment I do not want to give yet a exegetical interpretation of this 

verse, but only an interpretation of what I see going on in principle when I read this text in the historical 

context, to which we come up by just following the text. I will give the exegetical interpretation later on, 

when we come back to the theme of purifying the sanctuary in connection with Daniel 8,14. 

 

 Those, “who understand” 

 

The text mentioned here above talks about people who “understand”, or the “understanding ones”. Who 

are these people? 

In Daniel 11,32 we read of “people that know their God” and who “shall be strong” 

In v. 33 we read about those who among the people “understand” and “instruct many”, but for that they 

would “fall by the sword and by flame ….” So we can say that those who “understand”, are faithful people 

among the people of God. 

 

Now as we read in verse 35 it says, that some of those “who understand shall fall” but this time not to be 

killed, and it seems also not to loose their faith, but to “try them” and to “purge them”, and to “make them 

white” even to the time of the end!
17

 

 

 Purged and purified by falling 

 

Isn’t it a little bit strange? How someone has to fall (stumble = NIV) to try him, to refine him, and make 

him white? And all that – what I would call “the falling and purifying process” - should go on, “even to the 

time of the end”! 

What does the angel in this vision mean by that? How should this be fulfilled in the history of the people of 

God?  Where in history of the church toward the end time could we probably look for the fulfilling of such 

a strange prophecy? Do we already know about a situation in past end time-history, where faithful people 

have experienced such falling or stumbling, and that this stumbling has led in a purifying process “even to 

the time of the end”? 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
17 Gerhard Pfandl in interpreting shortly this passage says also that “the purpose of the fall is to refine…” “The Time of the End in the book of 

Daniel p. 268 Andrews University Berrien Springs, MI, 49103  



SEN728 – Cleansing of the Sanctuary                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     50 

 The historical fulfillment of the purification process in Dan.11,35 

 

The description of Dan. 11, 35 reminds me very strongly of the history of my own beloved church, which 

grew out of a stumbling experience in 1844! So I think, that this passage has a lot to tell about the situation 

that God’s people would go through, before it gets purified and refined.  

We therefore can see a clear description of a purifying process in this text. If now, this passage is related to 

Daniel 8,11-14, and if it can be taken as an interpretation of it, so the only expression in Daniel 8, where we 

can find the idea of a purifying or cleansing process, would be in Dan. 8,14! There it speaks about the 

cleansing of the sanctuary. 

 

Would it mean that Daniel 11, 35 also speaks about the cleansing of the sanctuary? If it is so, then we again 

would have a clear passage, where the vision does not speak of the purifying of a holy place, but before all 

of a holy people. The text does not say that wicked or unfaithful people would fall, but the “who 

understand”! So we see, that even people who are strong, and who know their God, are able to fall in a 

certain sense, but not to get lost, but to get purified.  

Does it mean that these people are real great sinners, to get purified from it? Does it mean that they are 

morally so corrupt and defiled that they had to get purified from it? 

 

 Clean but not yet clean, and purified but not yet purified 

 

I would hardly believe, when I consider Dan. 11,35 is talking about the reformers and her followers, who 

gave their life for their faith in Jesus, that they were such unclean and corrupt persons, so that there would 

be a need to get cleansed from this kind of defilement! Sure they where all still sinners, but in a certain 

way, they also were saints in the eyes of God.  

How then should we understand that they had to fall to still be purified? Is there still a need of purifying, 

when someone is already a repentant, forgiven, justified, newborn, holy and sanctified person, as we sure 

can also say of the reformers in ancient time? Does God still require or expect more holiness and 

cleanness?  

Or let me put it the other way: Is God able to bring a justified, sanctified and holy person, who has already 

accepted Jesus and the Holy Spirit still to more holiness and justice? Does he have a certain aim with his 

children here on earth in that concern? 

 

 The purifying process on the people of God during generations 

 

When we study this passage, we have to think also that this passage in Daniel 11, 31-35 does not speak so 

much of the people of God in just one generation, but it speaks of a people in a universal and collective 

sense, within a historic movement. It is talking about a people that exists for generations up to the end time!  

What kind of purifying process has to be accomplished in this historic movement toward the end. What 

does the angel in the vision given to Daniel therefore real mean?  Does it mean that Gods people in the time 

of the reformers, which lived before 1798, and before 1844, still afterwards needs to become more purified!  

What kind of purifying does it really mean?  We will come back to this important question later on.  

 

What I wanted to just show here is the historical situation, in which we should see this verse in Dan. 11,35, 

and in what connection to Daniel 8,14, where we find the only idea of a purifying process in Daniel 8, we 

should bring this. 
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So here again the accent would be on the people and on the church on earth, and not so much about what is 

going on in heaven. That’s not, what I would say, but that’s again, what the angel in the vision is explaining 

to Daniel for us! But to not be misunderstood I would like to make sure that I do not think that the ministry 

of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary has nothing to do with the process in all these passages. I just want to 

point out, that the text itself does not explicitly talk about. That does not mean that Jesus has no part in this 

purifying process. 

 

 Where do we find Jesus our High-priest in these passages of the purifying process? 

 

If we read and studied carefully our texts up to now, we should have realized that in all these passages, 

which are describing a purifying process, we didn’t meet Jesus there. What does it mean? We sure have to 

think that no purifying process in behalf to the sinner - what ever defilement it may be - can be 

accomplished without the ministry of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary. It also cannot be done without the 

purifying power of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the saints! But what I’d like to show up here is, that either 

Jesus in his role as our High priest in the heavenly sanctuary neither the Holy Spirit is - from a exegetical 

viewpoint of our passages - involved and seen in the visions, or mentioned in the explanations of the 

visions that we are studying here.  

We do find Jesus in Daniel 7,13 as the Son of man who enters the judgment-place in the heavenly 

sanctuary, we find him also in Daniel 8 as “the prince of princes” . But there we find him just in connection 

with the profaning process of the sanctuary. We do not explicitly find him in the passages and description 

of the process of purifying! So if the prophet did not need to describe him there, why should we put him 

there, where heaven doesn’t put him yet. We will find him and his sanctuary later on in the study, there 

where the Bible describes him! 

As far as we got now in our study about the purifying process in the vision I wanted to show just the 

historical context, in which the prophecy could be seen and has been fulfilled. The deeper idea of the 

purifying of the sanctuary, out of these texts, we will work out at the end of this paper. There we also will 

get this idea more clearly, by looking more closely to the three words, which talk about the purifying 

process. I invite you now to still follow me once more to Daniel 12,4-12. There again we want to see, what 

God wants to tell us in addition to the cleansing of the sanctuary! 

 

Let’s go therefore to Daniel 12, 4-12. We are once more asking the same question. What sanctuary do we 

find in these verses? Does it mean the heavenly or the earthly spiritual temple or both? 

 

The sanctuary in Daniel 12, 4-12 

 

Now, what strikes us in reading the whole passage, is, that the word “sanctuary” isn’t even mentioned in 

Daniel 12, as we have it in Daniel 8 and 11! So what does these passages talk about? 

When we study Dan. 12,4-12 we get the impression, that at that time of the vision Daniel does not get so 

much information about what will happen, but about the time, when things will happen.  There we see 

again a very great similarity to Dan. 8, 13-27 

Interesting is, that it is not Daniel, who wants to know the time for these things to happen, but it is one of 

the two angels in the vision. (Dan. 12,6)   
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By the way, it seems that angels are quite interested, not only in events that are going to happen, but also in 

time, when these events are going to happen? How is it with our concern about end time-events? 

Daniel seems to be more interested in the question “ what shall be the end of these things”?  But both 

questions are being answered by the angel in the vision! First we get the answer to the question about the 

“What” in v. 10 and afterwards we also get the answer to the “When”. It’s in V. 11-12. 

So let’s have a look first to the time of the last events!  

 

 

 

The Time of “the Taking Away 0f the Daily” and of “the Setting up the Abomination of 

Desolation” 

 

To be able to find out the time in history for the taking away of the “daily” and of the setting up the 

“abomination of desolation”, we ought to know, what the prophet means about these two expressions? To 

find it out, we will first look, where we get these words in the book of Daniel?  

 

 The daily in Dan. 8 

 

The first time we find the expression of the “daily”, it is in Daniel 8, 11-12.  We already interpreted it 

shortly as the replacing or transferring of the heavenly ministry of Jesus our High-Priest to the priesthood in 

the Roman catholic church with all other consequences, which would come out from there. As Adventists 

we should be able to all agree on that! (Comment Dr. Davidson: « I whish this where so, but many see 

it as ref. to paganism” 

Now the prophet tells us, that in connection with the taking away of the daily, the setting up of the 

“abomination of desolation” would also come along.  

This expression does not appear as such in Daniel 8, 11-14. But I think the idea of what is meant by it, is 

also there. I would say, that it could be in the description which we find in Dan. 8,13, where it says:  “How 

long shall be the vision concerning the daily, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 

sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?   

This verse also talks about two different things, which go together under the ungodly control and power of 

the “little horn”. First, it would be the taking away of the daily and the trodding under foots of the 

sanctuary, and second, it would be the host (people of God) to be trodden under foots by the papal power. 

In the light of this verse in Daniel 8,13, it seems to me that the prophet is not so much talking about a 

spiritual desecrating action against the “sanctuary in heaven”, but much more of a physical action against 

the people of God, and its worshipping in the sanctuary, when he talks about the daily, the transgression of 

desolation, the sanctuary, and the host.  

All that should be done by the papacy in his medial phase but also afterwards in his end time phase that we 

should not oversee in Daniel 8.  

 

 The papacy in his past, and its future action and appearing 

 

Here in Daniel 7 and 8, the idea is given us that the power of the little horn, and its fighting against the 

sanctuary and the host, would stop at 1798 or 1844. In both visions however, the horn is doing his 
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rebellious work till the time of the end. Only Jesus by his coming would make him an end. (Daniel 7, 21-22 

and Dan. 8,25c) 

Daniel 8,14 does not tell us, that the horn would not go on doing his work of desolation of the sanctuary, 

and the host after the 2300 days, but it just says, that at the end of that time the cleansing process of the 

sanctuary would begin.  

We should not assume that the process of desecrating the sanctuary by the power of the little horn would 

not be going on during that time. That’s why I personally think, that we should make a difference between 

the “little horn” in medial time, and in his end time-phase! I think that in this end time-frame, the “little 

horn” becomes still a broader meaning. 

 

When we look at 2.Thess. 2, 3-8, there we could see, that the man of lawlessness, which must be identical 

with the little horn in his end time-phase in Daniel 7 and  8, is described, not as a persecuting power, but as 

a power that is going to deceive by great signs and wonders! That wasn’t the medial church, but it is the 

apostate Christian church of today, which still are fighting against the sanctuary and the host’ and still will 

do it even more to the close of probation. We see this church today in a whole other picture before our eyes.  

We see also how Protestants are going more and more together with the Catholics in the ecumenical and 

charismatic movement. That’s also the time, where we can see more and more wonders to be happening. 

Would we therefore still have a special “end time setting up of an abomination of desolation”? If we want 

to know that, we have to figure out first, what this abomination of desolation has been in past time. 
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The abomination of desolation in the history of the New Testament 

 

What does Daniel really mean by the “abomination of desolation.” I already gave a certain meaning here 

above, what the abomination of desolation could eventually mean. But can we really show it by the texts, 

where Daniel is taking about? 

 

 The first meaning and literal fulfillment of the abomination of desolation. 

 

The first time where this expression appears in a certain form, is in Daniel 9,27! There we read: “and for 

the overspreading of abomination he shall make it desolate. 

We find in this expression the same words, which we find in Daniel 11,31 and in Dan. 12, 11. That means 

that God wants us to see the close connection, even when we will find out that the context of the prophecy 

seems to aim different historical points of time. 

When we look at the context of the prophecy in Daniel 9, 27, we will find out that the nature of the 

abomination of desolation are to be understood in a more literal sense. The prophecy also talks of causing 

the “sacrifice and the oblation” to cease.  

 

Here it is important to notice that at this place the text does not talk about “the daily” (tamid), as we have it 

in Daniel 8,12+13, where it does not mean a literal sacrifice, but where it refers to the whole ministry of 

Jesus in His heavenly sanctuary in the time of the little horn.  In Dan. 9,27 we find the word “zabach”, 

which means a real sacrifice. So in Dan.9,27 we have also a twofold action, which is to come, exactly as 

we can find it in Dan. 11,31 and in Dan, 12, 11.  

 

The first action will be the finishing of the literal “sacrifice and the oblation”, and it seems, as a 

consequence to it that an “abomination that shall make desolate” will be set up right afterwards. So if the 

finishing of “sacrifice and the oblation” are to be seen literal, then we should expect, that also the setting up 

of “the abomination that causes desolation”, which the prophet has in view here, are to be looked for in a 

literal fulfillment. 

Because the context also talks about the holy city of Jerusalem, where the Messiah would be cut off, (v. 26) 

we should therefore look for a literal fulfillment in Jerusalem after the death and the resurrection of Christ.  

 

 The abomination of desolation in the interpretation of Jesus Himself 

 

To be sure that we do not just give our own opinion on this interpretation of Dan. 9,27, we can add to our 

conclusion we came up to a very strong support by Jesus himself. He was talking to his disciples in Mt. 

24,14 about the destruction of Jerusalem, and his second coming. He refers himself to the Prophet Daniel, 

when he says,: “When you therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by the prophet 

Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place … then let they which be in Judea flee….”   

 

Nobody, who considers the biblical context could really doubt that Jesus was referring himself to Dan. 

9,27.  It would be the only place,- out of three texts, where we find this expression - where the abomination 

of desolation could be historically brought in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem. 
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What it really historically meant, Jesus himself interpreted it in Luk 21, 20-21. “And when ye shall see 

Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh”.  

All that, as we know, was literally fulfilled in 70 AD, when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans. So 

that was the first literal fulfillment of Dan. 9, 27.  

 

But now we have this second prophecy in Dan. 11, 31. Has it to do with the same event in history? 

 

 

The taking away of “the daily” and the “setting up of the abomination of desolation” in Daniel 11, 31    

 

Second fulfillment 

 

In approaching this prophetic text, we should first note that one may have the impression that in Dan. 11, 

31 it talks about the same event as it does in Dan. 9,27. But it is not so. We have not simple to look at some 

similarities in the words, which are used there, but we also should notice the differences. 

It is true that the words which are translated as “abomination that makes desolate” are quite the same as we 

find them in Dan. 9, 27. At least we should notice that the Septuagint translated this expression in Daniel 

11, 31 exactly the same way, as we find the expression in the Greek text at Mt. 24, 14.  

But when we look to the expression “taking away the daily” in Dan. 11, 31 which the KJV translates as 

“taking away the daily sacrifice”, we do not really find the word sacrifice in that verse, as we find it in Dan. 

9,27.  

 

In Dan. 11, 31 the text does not speak about a literal sacrifice but it talks about the “daily” (= tamid)!  That 

is the word, which we find in Daniel 8, 11-12. So in Daniel 11, 31 we are in the same subject, and in the 

same historical setting, as we have in Daniel 8, 11-13. It is therefore not the political power of Rome, which 

is in view, but the spiritual roman power in the institution of the papacy. 

So the “taking away of the daily” is, what we already saw, not concerned with a literal abolition of a 

sacrifice, but with a spiritual taking away or replacing of the daily ministry that Jesus does on behalf of the 

sinner. It is the new way of salvation, on which the apostate church in the early Europe misled the Christian 

church and others, who become Christians, to a false worship. 

 

 

 

 The repetition in the history of Gods people 

 

As we saw in the prophecy of Dan. 9, 27, the bringing to an end of the literal sacrifice brought about the 

literal destruction of the holy city. But we should be more precisely. It was not so much the end of the 

sacrificial service that causes the destruction, but the fact that they Jews killed Jesus, who put an end to the 

sacrificial service. So the rejection of the true worship, the true priest, and the truth as such, brought 

about the destruction of the holy city and the literal temple. But still at the same time it brought about a 

time of persecution of the true worshippers by the Jews and by the Romans! Was this kind of history to be 

repeated in later time of the Christian church?  
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When we look at Dan. 11, 31, it seems that we have actually a prediction for such a repetition later on in 

history? However, if we look to the past events, and if we believe that history always repeats, then we 

should even expect that the taking away of the spiritual service of the daily minister of Jesus in heaven, 

which led to a false worship, and to false priests, and to a false faith, or fallen truth within the church on 

earth, would also bring about a destruction of the spiritual city of God, which is the true church, or the true 

people of God. And that’s exactly what Daniel 11, 32-34, was predicting.  

 

 The example in the OT-Time 

 

By the way, we have the same type of process in connection with the destruction of the OT-temple by the 

Babylonien. First the Israelites gave up the truth, the true worship, and the true priests, and the consequence 

was the destruction of holy city, the temple, the people, and finally also the persecution of the true remnant. 

(See Jeremia, Daniel and his three friends!) 

 

 

 The repetition in NT-Time  

 

What we find now in the NT- Time is exactly such a repetition in the history of the NT-Church. In the first 

centuries we can observe a getting away from true worship, true priests, and the truth as such.  

The next step was a political development that led to the complete destruction of the spiritual sanctuary, 

and to the persecution of the true remnant believers during centuries. We just have to go in history, and 

look for the fulfillment of this prophecy in the early medial church, when the papacy began to rule over the 

church, and even over the kingdoms in Europe. 

 

But what we still want to notice about Daniel 11,31-35 is that we do not find there a prophecy about the 

exact time, when it would happen. But does the prophecy also talk about the time? We already saw it 

before in this paper. But what is to be the exact time for the beginning of the taking away of the daily, and 

the setting up of the abomination of desolation? When would this time end, or how long would it last? Do 

we get this information in the book of Daniel? 

The time for “the taking away of the daily” and the setting up of “the abomination of desolation” 

 

It is interesting to note that Daniel 8, 11-14 does not tell us the exact time, when the little horn will begin 

with his actions against the sanctuary, and against the host. It only says, that it would be so in the time of 

the upcoming of the “little horn” power, and that it would continue till the coming of Christ. But before 

that, there would be a time for God, where he would start to interact, and to do something for his people, 

and his truth in “cleansing the sanctuary.”  

The time for the beginning of the cleansing of the sanctuary would be 2300 years after the time, when in 

old-testament time the order was given to rebuild the literal sanctuary, and the literal town of Jerusalem. 

(Dan. 9,24) The prophecy in Daniel 8 and 9 does not precise the exact time for the beginning of the 

desolation in history, and therefore we do not know yet either, how long exactly this time of desolation of 

the sanctuary would really last. It just says, at what time the purifying process of the sanctuary, which 

would last till the very end of time, would begin! 

 

 The connection between the literal and the spiritual restoration of the sanctuary  



SEN728 – Cleansing of the Sanctuary                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     57 

 

It is very interesting to notice, that God connected these two events of the literal restoration of the sanctuary 

in the OT, and the spiritual restoration of the NT-sanctuary  by the time prophecy of the 2300 evening and 

morning! Why did he do that? Couldn’t he have taken an other event in OT-Time to have started with?   

We should notice, that at that time the little horn didn’t even yet exist! The papacy came only up after the 

Roman Empire! So God could have taken an event within the Roman Empire, from where we could 

calculate a time, to get at the beginning of the cleansing or restoration of the sanctuary! But he took the 

event in the OT-Time, where the people of God already had once to fulfill a plan of restoration of a 

sanctuary.  

It was not just a work that God did without the collaboration of his people, but in cooperation with his 

people.  

By relating to this time and to this event to the time of Esra and Nehemia in connection with the 2300 days, 

did God want us to get reminded of this situation? Did he may be want us to take also a closer look at the 

experience of the people of Israel at this time, as we study our subject of the restoration of the sanctuary? 

Are there some important lessons or parallels in there, to which we should pay attention? 

(In order to answer these questions, I wrote another paper to see the striking parallels between the people of 

God in the time after the return of their babylonien bondage. They had to rebuild Jerusalem and the true 

worship after 70 years of bondage, which where prophesied in advance by the prophets Isaiah and 

Jeremiah.  (Comment Dr. Davidson:  «Intriguing ! 
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The destruction of Jerusalem  The restoration of Jerusalem 

       586 BC            506 BC      How long ? 

            I___________70 Years________________I______Restoration-time_____ 

 

This history has a striking parallel to the experience of the people of God, that where 1260 years under 

“NT-Babylonien” bondage, as it was prophesied by the prophet Daniel, and apostle John. They are also 

called to work on the end time restoration of the spiritual sanctuary, and its true worship.  
 

The destruction of the NT-sanctuary   The restoration of the sanctuary 

        538 AD              1798         -     1844          How Long ? 

            I_____________1260 years_____________I___________I____Restoration-time______________ 

 

But what do we know about the exact time of the beginning of the destruction of the NT-sanctuary? Was it 

538 AD? What did Daniel really announce about this special time? 

 

 

The prophetic time for the taking away of “the daily” 

 

We know from Dan.8,14, when the time for the restoration or cleansing of the NT- sanctuary would begin, 

but we do not get the information, when the desecration of the sanctuary by the little horn, and the setting 

up of the abomination of desolation would begin in history. 

When we go to Daniel 9, we just find how long it would be to the coming of the Messiah, and to his death, 

and to the end of the 70 Weeks.(Dan. 9,23-25)  But we still don’t find the answer for the time of the 

beginning of the desecration of the sanctuary in Dan 9. 

 

When we go on to Dan. 11, we again only find the information that there will be somewhere in history a 

time, when the king of the north will start going to desecrate the sanctuary, and to set up the abomination of 

desolation, but still we don’t find the answer to the question, when he will begin with it? There also we find 

only that the end of this things will be at a appointed time! (Dan.11, 35) 

So we have to look further and come to Dan.12. There we have now the time-element of the vision, that 

starts already in ch. 10. So the question of time comes not first but last in the vision. That is the way, how 

God went also forth in the two preceding visions. God wanted, that Daniel gets first the information about 

what is going to happen, and afterwards he also should know the appointed time for the events to occur. 

 

 

The 3 ½ times repeated 

 

One of the angels that Daniel saw in vision asks the question for him: How long shall it be to the end of this 

wonders?”  The answer comes right afterwards. “….it shall be for a time, times, and a half.”   

So we see that God first brings in a time-span that Daniel got already in chapter 7.  That should remind us 

that the prophecy deals with the same time, and therefore also with the same historical power that is behind. 

So we again have the 1260 years that we already know from the interpretation of Dan. 7.  It’s the time from 

538 BC , when the prophetic time for the little horn in its forth-going against the people of God began until 

1798, when the papacy got his “deadly wound” by the French Revolution. 

 

538       1798 
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I____________________1260 years_______________I 

 

With this event in history, the “appointed time” for the real end-time would have come. That would be the 

time, when Daniel 12, 4 should start to get fulfilled. It would be the time for increasing knowledge. But 

Daniel was not yet satisfied with this answer. He wanted to know still more about this time. 

 

The things at the end of the time 

 

The following question of Daniel was not so much concerning time, but he wanted to know: “What shall 

be the end of these things?  

The answer is: “many shall be purified, and made white, and tried, but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 

none of the wicked shall understand but the wise shall understand.” (Dan. 12, 10) 

Here we should understand that Daniel got this answer to his question about what would be the end of these 

things. So the context is clear, that this purifying process will go along until the end with an 

understanding-process on the one side and with a time of wickedness on the other side! This has not only to 

be understood, as just the time after 1798 to probably 1844, as it is often explained in our presentations and 

interpretations of this chapter, but we have to see it as a process that belongs to “the end of these things”! 

That is, until the very end, when Michael stand up to deliver his people out of a greatest tribulation. 

(Dan.12,1) 

So the angel again answers first to the question “what shall be”, before he again gives an other information 

about the very appointed time, when these things are going to start to happen. It should be at the end of a 

prophetic time, that will precede these purification time.  

Now, if from a certain time on a spiritual purification-process would begin, then it means that the time 

before, could rather be a time of defilement and desecration. And that’s exactly what the prophecy tells us.  

 

The time of the beginning of the desecration of the sanctuary 

 

In Dan. 12, 11 we read something about the beginning, and the duration of a time of desecration.  

And from that time that the daily shall be taken away, and the abomination that makes desolate set up, 

there shall be 1290 days. Blessed is he that waited, and cometh to the 1335 days.” 

 

So we come from Dan 8, 14, to Daniel 11, 35, and further on to Daniel 12,11, where we finally get a certain 

answer, as far as the time for the beginning of the desecration of the sanctuary, and the setting up of the 

abomination of desolation is concerned.  

If this prophecy in Daniel 11 and 12 has real something to do with Dan. 8,10-14, and if it is real the 

interpretation for the vision about the 2300 years, then we should expect, that this time must have 

something to do with the calculation of the 2300 days. If the explication in Daniel 9, 24-27 explains the 

time concerning the beginning of the events of the 2300 days, then we should expect that these 2 time-

spans in Dan. 12, 11 must bring us to the end-events of that prophecy. 

 

The prophecy gives us now information about two historical events to which we have to look for, and when 

we can start to count 1290 and 1335 years, according to the year -day-principle. As we see now, this two 

time-spans have nothing to do with a literal time  of 3 ½  years, as some people try to convince us, because 

this time is clearly related to the 2300 years and the little horn in past history. It is to precise the time-span 

for the beginning, and the end of the time of profaning the sanctuary by the little horn. 
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God leaves it now to us, to find out a time in history of the papacy, where the prophecy about the beginning 

of these events had taken place. From that time on, we should then count 1290 years, and then also 1335 

years, to arrive at the time, when the restoration- or cleansing-process of the sanctuary would begin. How 

do we get there? 

 

 The historical situation for the taking away of the daily and the setting up the abomination of 

desolation. 

 

Dr. Jacques Doukhan gave us already a quite good and healthy historical background, how this prophecy 

become fulfilled in the year 508 AD, when the papacy got his first very powerful establishment as a 

religious, and political power by the conversion of Clodwig I, at that time King of the Francs. 
18

  

This event has often been questioned, as if it really could be a good reason, to bring it together with this 

prophecy about the 1290 and 1335 days in Daniel 12, 11-12. 

For a lot of us, it probably doesn’t mean great thing in history. But it seems that our pope today, John Paul 

II, knows it better than we do, what it meant for the developing of the Papacy in the early history. 

 

 A special attention to King Clodwig by Pope John Paul II  

 

It is interesting to note in this connection, that John Paul II in remembrance to the conversion of Clodwig, 

came to a special visit to France in Okt. 1996. The Newspapers and TVs informed that this visit was a 

gesture, by which the pope officially wanted to thank the French Nation for that, what a great founder of 

this nation has done for the Papacy about1500 years ago. So 1500 years after the baptism of this great king 

of the early Francs the pope knew that this king was a great help for the Papacy, in order to become able, to 

get its unholy influence over a great part of the early Europe.  

 

History tells us that since the baptism of king Clodwig, that they suppose having taken place in 496 AC, 

this king become very successful in conquering great European nations at that time. All these pagan nations 

where partially forced to become catholic by accepting the faith of their great Emperor.  

So within some years of the reign of Clodwig, a major part of the ancient Europe was submitted under the 

religious power of the papacy. Clodwig by these conquerings has given to the church a great gift, for which 

the pope found it worthy to thank the French Nation even today. (By the way, there were many Protestant 

people and others on the street, who protested against this anniversary, because they knew, what this really 

meant for the destruction and persecution of millions of people during the next centuries.) 

What do we know exactly about this historical development? I think that it is worth to look at least in a 

short overview to this time. 

                                                           
18 Jacques Doukhan, “ Daniel and the End” 
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King Clodwig- the political arm for the spiritual and political rise of the Papacy 

 

496  Baptism of  Clodwig I., King of the Francs  

 

 

The conquerings of king Clodwig after his personal conversion to the Catholic church 

 

496  The Allemans 

498  The Galloromans 

500 The Burgunds 

507/8 The Westgots 

508  King Clodwig led the major part of Europe under the submission of the roman catholic Church  

 

When we consider this historical situation in the light of the prophecy of Dan. 11,31, where we read that the 

king of the north had “arms that stand on his part” in taking away the daily, and in setting up the 

abomination that causes desolation, then I wonder if this “arms” could not be the kingdom of King 

Clodwig!? It would just fit so perfect in this prophetic picture.  

 

Which were the further consequences of that situation in relation to the supremacy  of the Papacy? 

 

 Up to that time the church had already adopted lots of traditions and false doctrines that were 

not in accordance with scripture any more.  

 

 The Bishop of Rome played already a supreme rule within the Christianity. 

 

 A false understanding concerning the role and the authority of the priests, had been developed.  

 

 Popes, Bishops, and Priests were more and more seen, and accepted as representatives of 

Christ here on earth.  

 

 They exercised their ministry as mediators between God and men, in a new Christian Europe, 

that was given them by king Clodwig. 

 

 This “heavenly authority” they exercised more and more even over Kings and Princes. They 

claimed that the spiritual authority surmounts the earthly authority. By spending the 

sacraments, they claim to be alone in right, in order to close and to shut heaven for everyone 

they decide.  

 

So this year 508 AC had a great importance for the beginning rulership of the Papacy at this time.  God 

must have known it, long before, that this would be a good time to let the 1290 and 1335 years start at this 

point! 
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Some years before, Clodwig brought all these barbarian and pagan nations to the Church. Ten-thousands of 

heathen people within the Empire of Clodwig were forced to accept the Catholic faith.  

In the years before this time, some popes spoke already up, in claiming high authority over the worldly 

power.  For example pope Leo I
19

 

 

 

Out of this historical situation and with these spiritual claims the papacy rose up. 

At this time about, the pope took over the title “Pontfex Maximus”, a title that in ancient time only the 

roman Emperor claimed for himself. Under this title he forced Christians to adore him as representative of 

God on earth. 

In taking over this title it took not a long time that the Papacy did the same with Christians as the Roman 

Emperors before him. So the time around the year 508 BC had a great importance for the rise of the Papacy, 

and for the “Taking away of the daily”. The church started to replace the ministry that only Christ can do in 

heaven to this earth. 

 

So when we start from the year 508 and count 1290 year, as it was prophesied in Dan. 12,11, we arrive in 

the year 1798. It is the same time, when the time-span of the 1260 years come to the end too. So by two 

different prophetic times, we come up to the same time and event that took place in history.  The 1260 

years, as we know, we however have to count them from 538 to 1798.  

In Daniel 12,12 we still have an other time prophecy which talks about 1335 years. When we start this 1335 

form 508 it brings as to “the appointed time” of 1843/44! 

                                                           
19 450 n.Chr. Erklärung von Papst Leo in einer Predigt über die Bedeutung des katholischen Roms  

"Das alte Rom sei lediglich die Verheißung des späteren Roms, und der Ruhm des alten Roms werde in dem katholischen Rom 

wieder auferstehen. Romulus und Remus seien lediglich Vorläufer Petri und Pauli. Die Nachfolger des Romulus seien lediglich die 

Vorläufer der Nachfolger Petri. So wie das alte Rom die Welt regierte, so werde das neue Rom durch den Sitz des heiligen und 

gesegneten Petrus, des Oberhauptes der Welt, die Welt beherrschen." (Zitiert in "Der bereitete Weg", S. 70 - A.T. Jones, 

Edelsteinverlag) 

 

495  Ein Brief von Papst Gelasius an oström. Kaiser um dessen Ergebenheit unter die Herrschaft des Papstes 

 

Papst Gelasius (492-496)  schrieb schon am Beginn dieser politischen Entwicklung an den oströmischen Kaiser Anastasius I. ein 

sehr bemerkenswertes Wort: "Es gibt zwei Einrichtungen, von denen die Welt in letzter Instanz beherrscht wird: Die heilige Macht 

der Päpste und die königliche Macht. Aber die Machtbefugnis der Kirche wiegt schwerer, weil sie sich selbst beim Jüngsten Gericht 

vor dem Herrn aller Könige verantworten müssen. Der Kaiser wird darauf hingewiesen, mit welcher Liebe Du jenen zu gehorchen 

hast, die die göttlichen Sakramente spenden." (M. Pacaut: Histoire de la Papauté, Paris, 1976, S 42,43 zitiert in "Wer wird die Welt 

beherrschen", S. 159 - Pierre Lanarés) 
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The taking away of “the daily”   Deadly wound 

King Clodwig      French Revolution 

 

508       1798 

  I_________________1290 years________________I 

                   Restoration of the sanctuary 

508         1843/44 

  I_______________________ 1335 years_______________________I 

 

We therefore can say that in the year 508 the religious claim of the papacy, to be the vicar of God on earth 

became accepted by the Christian world at that time. That was the time, when the taking away of “the 

daily” was fulfilled. 

 

According to the prophecy, that would be the preparation for the next step in history. It should be the time 

for the setting up the abomination of desolation. I would say that this has to a great extent to do with the 

political power of the Papacy. 

This development had to do with the prophecy about the three horns that would have to put away by the 

upcoming of the little Horn. 

 

 The time for the destruction of the “three horns” of  Daniel 7 

 

History tells us that it came as follows: 

 
439   Destruction of the Herules by Theoderic the Great 

 
 

533   The Edict of Emperor Justinian, by which the Bishop of Rome was declared the  

head of all Bishops and Priest within the ancient Roman Empire 

 
 

534   The destruction of the Vandals by General Belisar. 
 

538    The destruction of the Estgotes 
 

 

 

 

With this situation the Papacy was ready for the time of desolation of the “holy people” during 1260 years of 

persecutions. One of the popes made a very strong statement, about his rigth to rule over Kings and peoples. 

  
Papst Bonifatius VIII., (1294- 1303) angetan mit einem Brustpanzer und Helm, mit einem erhobenen Schwert in der 

Hand, zeigte er sich zu seiner Zeit der Menschenmenge und rief aus: "Es ist kein anderer Cäsar, kein anderer König, kein 

anderer Kaiser als ich, der souveräne Hohepriester und Nachfolger der Apostel" 

Dann erklärte er ex cathedra: "Darum behaupten, bestimmen und verkündigen wir, daß es jedem Menschen zur Erlösung 

notwendig ist, dem Pontifex von Rom untertan zu sein!" ("Der bereitete Weg", S. 71 - A.T. Jones, Edelsteinverlag) 

 

So it was just 30 years after the year 508 that is in the year 538, that the pope also got his political dominion 

over the nations in the early Europe, and the time for persecutions had come. So we could say that the 

second setting up of the abomination of desolation, of which Daniel dad spoken, was fulfilled at this 

moment in history. 

 

  The abomination of desolation 
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  538      1798 

     I________________1260 years___________I 

 

 

 The historical fulfillment about “the host” and “the arms” of Dan. 8,12 and Dan. 11,31 

 

In this historical overview that we just followed, we find exactly the idea about “the host” or the “arms” of 

which we already spoke in a upper part of this paper. We have seen now, how this “host” or this “arms” 

helped the Papacy to grow up as a strong religious and political power. It clearly shows that the Papacy 

could never have come to this power if king Clodwig would not have become a catholic Christian, and if he 

would have resisted to the influence of the bishops and the priests. But a unity between “the little horn and 

the host” (Dan. 8, 12), or between “the king of the north and the arms” (Dan. 11,31) that is to say, a unity 

between “the church and the state” was established. This was the beginning of the establishment of the 

Papacy, which also is represented in Rev. 13:1-8. 

There we see how the dragon gave his power, his seat, and his authority to the beast. It can be seen as if the 

satanic political powers who conquered the Roman Empire would allow the papacy to govern by their full 

authority. That’s exactly what we can see in the political situation at the time of king Clodwig. This was the 

second fulfillment of the “abomination that causes desolation” in the early history of the people of God and 

during the 1260 prophetic days! 

Will this situation be repeated in our days before the Lord comes? Will there be on other fulfillment in near 

future?   

There will be a third fulfillment of this prophecy? Remember that Jesus told the disciples that the should be 

watching to that sign of a abomination of desolation not only in the context of the destruction of Jerusalem, 

but also in connection with the end of this world! So there would be still a third and last fulfillment of a 

similar situation as it was already two times in the past.  

This end time repetition will surely not include the prophetic times that are mentioned in the text from 

Daniel 12!   

Now, how do we have to understand this repetition and how will it be fulfilled in the time of the end?   
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The setting up of the abomination of desolation at the end of the time 

 

A third fulfillment at the end of the time 

 

To my understanding the third fulfillment must have to do with a situation just before the end, in which the 

remnant church would be involved all over the world. 

Could it be that this “abomination that makes desolate” Jesus revealed it to John in the vision about the 

image of the beast?   

Isn’t the description of the “image of the beast” very similar to what we have in Daniel 11, 31-35? It 

follows exactly the same way of development.  

 

The image of the beast will not come up by his own power! 

 

It will have helpers to come up. If we study Rev. 13, then there will be at least three categories of helpers 

who will be involved. 

(1) On the basic we find the beast itself, which is involved. (The one that comes out from the sea!) This is 

Catholicism! But the Papacy will have an other helper to bring up his image! 

(2) The next and main helper will be the lamb like beast that comes out from the earth! It is America and 

the fallen Protestantism. But this beast will still have other helpers to realize the power of the image of 

the beast. 

(3) There will be those that dwell on earth, who will be deceived by the lamb like beast in collaboration 

with the sea-beast, to finally call for the establishment of such a worldwide power, as the prophet sees 

in the image of the beast. 

So if we think through this process, then we find to some extend the same preparing process, as we had it in 

the beginning of the Christian church. The Christian world will let them get deceived by satanic influence. 

And because they do not have and belief the truth anymore, as we find it in Jesus, and in the Bible, they 

would be “corrupt by flatteries”. They will accept to follow the image of the beast, which according to my 

understanding of Revelation it will be a threefold manifestation of satanic power on this earth.  

It will be the coalition of “the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet”, as Rev. 16,13 describes it. So 

history will repeat itself. “By transgression” within the Christian world, an abomination that will cause 

desolation (= image of the beast) will be build up. 

 

I believe that E.G. White confirms very clear this kind of interpretation concerning the building of the 

image of the beast at the end of the time, which is ours! 

 “ It was apostasy that led the early church to seek the aid of the civil government, and this prepared the 

way for the development of the papacy--the beast. Said Paul: "There" shall "come a falling away, . . . and 

that man of sin be revealed." 2 Thessalonians 2:3. So apostasy in the church will prepare the way for the 

image to the beast. (GC 443-44) 

 

A very striking parallel, isn’t it?  But what does E. G. White by “the church” mean in this context?  Did she 

only have the Christian churches in mind? Could it be, that church means also our church! Could it be that 

it means that even the SDA church would experience a great apostasy? Does it mean, that the king of the 

north would once again to some extend succeed, to cast down the truth, and the sanctuary to the ground?  
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If we belief the Bible, we should not doubt that it would be like that. In 2. Thessl.  Paul says, that the man 

of lawlessness will cause a great apostasy within the temple of God. Now the temple of God is not the 

papacy, it is not the Protestant church, and it can not be the image of the beast either. All this three powers 

can be probably represented in the man of lawlessness. This will finally be the king of the north in his end 

time appearance!   

So if there is still an end time fulfillment of the man of lawlessness, and of the king of the north, then I 

would belief that our church would be in a great danger of apostasy within her ranks. Do we already 

observe something about it?  

We all know, what our prophet says about this truth of a final apostasy in our own beloved church. 

 

What could we see in Daniel 11 about such a situation in the last phase of the king of the north?  

It is very interesting to read in Daniel 11, 45 that the king of the north will finally plant “the tabernacles of 

his place between the seas in the glorious holy mountain”! To my understanding this holy mountain could 

be the very picture for Gods church at the end of the time.  In v. 41 we read about the “glorious land” in 

which the king of the north would come and destroy many! Do these verses talk about the last abomination 

that will cause a last desolation for the people of God just before the time, when Michael will stand up to 

deliver his people?  Personally I would think so! 

How it really will be, we could find out by a closer study on Daniel 11, 40-45, which I already did in a  

separate study.   

However it may be, we do have some clear statements from E.G. White about the last fulfillment of the 

“the abomination of desolation”, of which Jesus talked in Mt. 24, 15 

I think that this is the best prophetic description by which we could interpret, what Daniel saw in the picture 

of an abomination of desolation, at the time of the end? 

 

For this last fulfillment I will let our prophet speak! 

 

 The unholy alliance at the very end of world’s history  

 

”By the decree of enforcing the institution of the Papacy in violation of the law of God, our nation will 

disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall 

stretch her hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the 

abyss to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country shall 

repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and Republican government, and shall make 

provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the time has come 

for the marvelous working of Satan, and that the end is near.” (T. 5, p. 451) 

“As the approach of the Roman armies was a sign to the disciples of the impending destruction of 

Jerusalem, so may this apostasy be a sign to us that the limit of God's forbearance is reached.--5T 451 

(1885). 

 

This view of the third and last fulfillment of the abomination of desolation seems to be in accordance with 

the view of the Biblical Research Institute. 
20

    

But before this last setting up of the abomination of desolation will take place, a cleansing process of the 

sanctuary has still to take place before that! 

 

                                                           
20 Frank Holbrook, DARCOM  Book  p. 253  
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What does Daniel chap. 8, ch.11, and ch.12, where we now should return again, give us for information of 

the desecration of the sanctuary, the cleansing, purifying, justifying or restoration of the sanctuary?   

 

 

VI.  The cleansing of the sanctuary in the book of Daniel 

 

In Daniel 8,14 we just read that after 2300 days the sanctuary will be cleansed or justified. But it doesn’t 

say in this verse, what it really means! So we have to look to other texts in the chapter and in the following 

chapters, to find out, what it is said about the cleansing-process.  

The first thing that we will find is that in Daniel 8 we don’t find any explanation for this purifying-process 

after the end of the 2300 years. Now, I think that could be the reason, why we go usually straight away to 

Lev. 16, to find out, what the cleansing of the sanctuary means. But I would suggest that before we go to 

Lev. 16, we go on to look first in the following chapters 11 and 12, of the book of Daniel to see there, what 

we could find about the subject, before we go to Lev. 16.  

That’s what we already did to some extend in connection with Dan. 11,31-35, and we found out, that 

purifying the sanctuary there it doesn’t mean so much to purify a desecrated place, but before all a purifying 

process of the people of God, which seemed to have a need to get purified in the eyes of God! 

 

But now lets go to Daniel 12, 10, where the angel in the vision also speaks about a purifying process. 

 

 The description of a purification in Dan. 12,10 

 

“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: but none of the 

wicked shall understand: but the wise shall understand”  

 

The first question we again should ask is, of what purification the text talks about? 

The answer is very simple. It is said: “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried;…”   

 

So again we see that the prophet does not speak of a place or a sanctuary that would be purified, but of 

people! I would say that this could be the very reason, why we didn’t bring this passage in connection to 

Daniel 8,14.  And still now, we could say, that the prophet doesn’t still talk about that. But I think that I 

have given already enough proves that we are allowed to bring it in this context, and we will still find some 

more support for this interpretation of the text. 

Let’s see in which time the prophet speaks that many should be purified? 

 

 

 

 The time of the purification process in Dan. 12,10 

 

We should notice that the information in Daniel 12,10 has to be considered as the answer to the question 

that Daniel asked to the angel in v. 8. “O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?” Then the answer 

comes: “Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. (Then) Many 

shall be purified…” 
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In all our commentaries I can find that we agree on the time this text is pointing to in history. We all 

believe that it points to the time after the 3 ½ times which are given in v.7 and which ends in 1798. But the 

prophet in chapter 12 did not want to know, what would happen before that time, but after that time till the 

very end of the time! So there he got the answer concerning this purifying process. Therefore it must 

absolutely be a purifying process after 1798 till the end of the time! 

 

In addition to this reflection we still have to think about our interpretation principle that each following 

vision in Daniel refers in some extent to the previous vision, and explains it a little more. That this is the 

case also with Daniel 12, we already agreed on that. 

We also have to notice, that Daniel did not get any explanation in Daniel 8 about the portion of the 

purification of the sanctuary. In contrary, he was to be asked to shut up the vision. (8,26) 

We all know though that in Daniel 9 he got some explanation to understand the vision! (Daniel 9, 24-27) 

But all the information he got, were concerning the first coming of Christ, His baptism and His death. 

There is also the theme of dealing with the transgression of sins and of the reconciliation for iniquity. But 

first, it is not the question of purifying as indicated in Daniel 8, 14, and second it does not point to the time 

of the end, but to the time of the cross! 

So as we look close in chap. 9 we do not have any explanation concerning the purifying process in the time 

of the end. We have to wait till the prophet gets another vision, where the theme of the purifying process 

comes in. As we saw it already, it is in Dan. 11, 35 and now in Daniel 12, 10 

All this reflections are to my understanding very clear points in favor to the view that Daniel 12, 10 can be 

seen as the heavenly interpretation of Daniel 8, 14! So we do not need to be in darkness about the deeper 

and real issue of a question that sometimes we make it real difficult and complicated. 

 

Now it is time to have a closer look at the three words which are used by the prophet in connection with 

this purifying process. As we now look at the different words, we will try to find out, how this three words, 

and also the words that we will still examine later on in Daniel 11,35, are describing what is meant by the 

word “nitsdaq” in Dan. 8,14! 

 

 

The exegetical arguments of Dan. 12, 10 concerning the purification of the sanctuary 

 

 

As we look at Dan. 12,10a we will find three words to describe a certain process of purification. This is not 

something new in the book of Daniel. We already find it in other passages of the prophets, who preached 

long before Daniel to the people of Israel, as we will still see some of these passages later on. In most of the 

cases, we will find that the prophets are quoting God in a context of promises, that God gave concerning 

His intention to purify and cleans the people.  

Some of these passages are in a context of judgment, that God would bring in favor of the repentant 

sinners. Personally I was not really aware to that kind of language, when God promises to clean His people. 

But usually he uses three words; probably to make sure that he will clean the people.  

We have the same repetitions of words when God warns about the opposite to the process of purification. 

Usually we also find three words in different passages to describe the process of defiling. And He does not 

always use the same verbs and nouns but synonyms.  Like defile, profane, pollute, or sin, transgression, 

iniquity etc… 
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When David asked for forgiveness he also repeated in such a threefold formula of words! 

  

For example: “Blot out, wash, cleanse me” Ps.51; 1-2:  or “purge, clean, wash me” Ps. 51,6  

 

Here in the book of Daniel it is not Daniel that speaks, but Daniel reports the words, the interpreting angel 

had chosen in the vision in order to describe by this three verbs the purification, that should be 

accomplished before the real end would be realized. So which words did he use in this interpreting part, in 

order to give us the right meaning to the cleansing (“nitsdaq!) of the sanctuary that he already was talking in 

Dan. 8,14?  

This study brought me personally to the conviction that we would not have had to discuss so much about 

the real meaning concerning the word “nitsdaq” if we had just followed the angel interpreter in the vision of 

Dan. 11. So what verbs did he use to describe this purification-process in interpreting Dan. 8,14? 

 

“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried;…” 

 

So we have this three words, that the angel uses, to explain what he meant in the Vision of Dan. 8,14.  We 

again remember, that he does not say, that the sanctuary would be purified, made white or that it would be 

tried. He talks about people. 

Before we look closer at these three words, we should be aware, that in Dan. 11, 35 we also three words 

that are used to describe the same process. Here they are: 

  

“Some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge them, and to make them white, even 

to the time of the end. 

 

The KJV uses these different words. So we have “try”, and “purge”, as words that we do not have in Dan. 

12, 10. But when we look at the Hebrew text, we will find exactly the same words in Dan. 11, 35, as we 

find in Dan. 12,10. They are just in another grammatical form, but the stem is the same.  

So this again would be a good argument in order to see in both texts the same process of purification in the 

time of the end, as we already saw in connection with the historical overlook. That’s why I will not deal 

with these words any more in this context here. But I think that we would probably still get some additional 

ideas out from these words simply by their grammatical form and use in this text. So what do this three 

words real tell us about the purification of the sanctuary? 

 

 

A) “Many shall be purified”  
 

 In Hebrew we have the word “itbarraru”, which comes from the stem “barar”, which has the meaning of 

purifying. That’s why most of the translators translate it by purify. So this meaning fits already very good in 

the idea, that we could think of Daniel 8, 14! 

 

But we do have this word in other contexts in the OT where the meaning goes still over that. 

 

Examples:  
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 In Hes. 20; 38 the word is used in a context, where God says: “I will purge out from among you the 

rebels….”  

So there it has the idea of selecting or separate people out from somewhere! Would it not be an other 

interesting meaning, that we would have to give to the deeper sense of purifying the sanctuary? God wants 

us to go get clean from sin in separating us from it. That was always Gods call to Israel and his NT-people 

and even more to the remnant church in the time of investigation judgment! 

 

 In Neh. 5, 15 the word is used in a context where sheeps are chosen. The same in 1.Chron. 16, 41, 

where people were chosen for the singing service in Salomons temple. So there is still this meaning in 

the word. God wants has a chosen people and he wants us to live according to that privilege. 

 

Now still another point in the grammatical form of the word as it is used in Daniel 12,10 is very thougthful.  

 Some translators translate it as it is meant in the passage. “Many shall purify themselves!   (In Hebrew 

the word stands in the “Hitpael” form, which rightly can be translated with “purify themselves”!) 

 

That gives us still another view of what could be brought in connection with the purifying process on the 

people of God. Too many Christians and even Adventists are living with the deceiving idea that you just go 

to Jesus and confess your sin, and then you are free and forgiven forever. Many believe that you don’t need 

more than that. He covers you with his robe of righteousness and you are saved. 

 

To many are also thinking that the cleansing of the sanctuary, which Dan. 8,14 talks about, is just a matter 

and process in heaven in favor of the saints on earth. If Dan. 12,10 gives the real interpretation and the real 

meaning of this cleansing process, then we have here a much deeper insight, to what has to be done within 

the “sinning saints” on earth to be finally cleansed.  

 

Jesus can not cleans a sinner, who does not in a certain sense cleanse himself and purify himself from sin. It 

means to separate himself from sin and changing his heart and spirit by the power and grace of Jesus. This 

is in absolute concordance with scripture!  

Let’s see what Ezekiel says about that! “Repent and turn yourselves from all transgression; so iniquity 

shall not be your ruin! Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby you have transgressed; make 

you are new heart and a new spirit: for why will you die, O house Israel? 

 

Probably some of us would not believe that the Bible can say, that we have to make ourselves a new heart 

an a new spirit. Usually we only know the verses where God says that he will give us a new hart and a new 

spirit. (Ez. 36, 26)  Does the Bible contradict itself or have we to understand that God cannot really resolve 

the problem of our sin without our cooperation with him and with that what is going on right now in the 

heavenly sanctuary. From there our High priest wants to give us not only grace for already committed sins, 

but also to overcome sins and even temptations to sin. He gives us the promise to do that all over in His 

word! 

Now let’s look at the second word in Daniel 12, 10 

 

b) “Many shall be made white” 
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This is the second word, by which the interpreting angel describes to the prophet this cleansing process at 

the end of the time. We still have to see it as a heavenly explanation of the cleansing of the sanctuary of 

Dan.8, 14! 

The Hebrew word, that we find there is “itlabanu”, which comes from the word “laban” that in the original 

form means “to make white”. 

If we do not think a little deeper about the sense of this word, we could just think that the angel is only 

using a synonym to the first word “purify”. But I think there is a deeper meaning in there. It indicates to 

what extend the purification should go! To purify a defiled robe does not automatically mean to make it 

really white. You can wash a white robe, and it could be clean but it must not necessarily be really white. 

But that is what God wants as to be in his eyes. He promised to do that for everyone and with everyone! 

(Isa. 1, 18 )  

 

Now there is still another translation possible for the expression “made white”. It is, as we had it already in 

the first word “purifying”. In Hebrew this word also stands in the Hitpael form and therefore it can also be 

translated by “to make themselves white”! 

That would be the same idea for the involved process of cleansing, as we already explained it above. It’s 

not only a process in favor to the saints, which simply goes on in the heavenly sanctuary, but which at the 

same time has to be done in the life of the saints on earth. They are to be cooperators with God in 

separating themselves from sin. 

 

This also means, to form their character with the help of the Holy Spirit in accordance to the law of God. 

God cannot change or character against our own decision and without or own will.  He cannot make us 

white, without washing ourselves in his blood! That’s why Isaiah says: “Wash ye, make you clean: put 

away the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well seek judgment…” 

 

 To wash or to be washed? 

 

We see that the bible does not only say that Jesus cleans us from all sins, (1. John 1, 9) but it says “the 

blood of Jesus makes us free from all sins” (1. John 1, 7).  It is the blood that Jesus has given us as the 

means for cleansing our defilement!  

In Rev. 7, 14 it says about those who come out of the great tribulation that the “have washed their robe and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”    

 

It’s amazing to see the close connection of these words to those of Dan. 11,12 !  And when we look closer 

to the context in Revelation 7 to see of what group of people that it is said, we will find that it is exactly the 

church, which comes out from the last great tribulation. And this is the time of the closing phase of the 

investigation judgment!   

Let’s still notice an important point in this description of the people which washed their robe in the blood 

of the Lamb. It is not said that they “were washed” in the blood of the Lamb, but they “washed” their robe!  

So the bible is talking of an active and not of a passive action, which would be done for the saints but 

which is done by the saints. They do it! They are washing themselves! But the Lamb gives them the “soap”, 

= his precious blood (!), to be able to wash them and make themselves white with it. 

That’s the real and the last biblical meaning of becoming cleansed and redeemed by the blood of Jesus! 

 

 The signification of the robe of righteousness 
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Now we still should a little reflect on the robes, which should be washed be the blood of the Lamb. To 

often we have an unbalanced and uncertain idea of what this robe represents. This robe stands surely for 

justification by faith and means before all Christ’s justice and righteousness, perfect holiness and his 

perfect character. When we really repent and confess our sin He will be ready to cloth us at this moment 

with His righteousness. If someone would die at this moment, he will sure be in heaven, without having had 

the possibility to develop a good Christian character, if his repentance was real. God alone will and can 

judge it! 

But when man lives on after conversion, Jesus wants to transfer him and change him more and more into 

his real likeness. Here we are not speaking only of the free gift of the character which will be given to all 

who real believe in Christ, but we also have to talk about character-developing that comes out through a 

close relationship to Jesus, and through the cleansing work of the Holy Spirit. The goal that Jesus is 

reaching for in this developing process of our character is Christ likeness of the people of God. It means 

that the character of Christ becomes ours, so that we can live in the same way as Jesus did; that we can love 

as Jesus did, and walk as Jesus did. (1.John 2, 6) So all that could be expressed by the word character.  

 

 The robe of righteousness as defined by the Spirit of Prophecy  

 

In the writings of E.G. White we always find that for her the rob of righteousness is synonym for character. 

 

“By the wedding garment in the parable is represented the pure, spotless character which Christ's true 

followers will possess. To the church it is given "that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white," 

"not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." The fine linen, says the Scripture, "is the righteousness of 

saints." It is the righteousness of Christ, His own unblemished character that through faith is imparted to 

all who receive Him as their personal Saviour. . . . This covering, the robe of His own righteousness Christ 

will put upon every repenting, believing soul. 
21

 

 

“The only hope of any man lies through Jesus Christ who brought the robe of his righteousness to put upon 

the sinner who would lay off his filthy garments. There are very many who cling to their filthy garments, 

which Christ stands ready to remove, choosing the spots and stains of sin rather than the pure robe of 

Christ's righteousness. The pure and holy garments are not prepared to be put on by any one after he has 

entered the gate of the city.  

All who enter will have on the robe of Christ's righteousness and the name of God will be seen in their 

foreheads. This name is the symbol which the apostle saw in vision, and signifies the yielding of the mind to 

intelligent and loyal obedience to all of God's commandments. There will be no covering up of sins and 

faults to hide the deformity of character; no robes will be half washed; but all will be pure and spotless.” 
22

 

 

The transferring of the heavenly gift of a spotless character means that the sinner by His close relationship 

to Christ becomes more and more Christ like in his personal living. 

 

“We do not earn salvation by our obedience, for salvation is the free gift of God, to   received by faith. But 

obedience is the fruit of faith. "Ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. 

                                                           
21 E.G.White  COL  p 309ff 
22 E.G. White > CD-Rom  /PC- YI-PT- The Youth's Instructor-DT- 08-18-86-AT- The Mirror -PR- 04 



SEN728 – Cleansing of the Sanctuary                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     73 

Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not" (chap. 3:5, 6). Here is the true test. If we abide in Christ, if the love 

of God dwells in us, our feelings, our thoughts, our purposes, our actions, will be in harmony with the 

will of God as expressed in the precepts of His holy law. "Little children, let no man deceive you; he that 

doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous" (verse 7). Righteousness is defined by the 

standard of God's holy law, as expressed in the ten precepts given on Sinai.
23

 

 

Finally it means that the Holiness and righteousness of Christ are manifested in our personal life and works 

we do. Jesus real lives in us, and all we do is just fulfilling His will. His will would become our will. We 

wouldn’t do anymore something that wouldn’t  be His will. This idea is in absolute harmony with the bible. 

 

 The robe of righteousness in Rev.19,9 

 

In Rev. 19, 8 we read about the saints who were getting ready to meet their savior at his coming: “Let us be 

glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamp is come, and his wife hath made 

herself ready. 

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the 

righteousness of the saints.”   

As we first see, the text does not say that the wife was made ready, but she has made herself ready. It 

means that the believer has an active part in his justification- and purification-process. It’s not just 

something that is made with him, but that he also makes. 

 

Second, the text does not say that the fine linen is the righteousness of Christ, as some of us would 

probably understand, but it is the righteousness of the saints. The Greek language even says “the righteous 

works of the saints” (dikaioma)! 

 

Righteous works are in accordance with Gods law. This law God cannot keep for the sinner, but the sinner 

has to accomplish it. Therefore there is no real and final righteousness without living in accordance to the 

law of God. That’s why the Bible in OT, and in the New Testament talks so often about righteous people. 

These are people who do not only look for forgiveness all the time, but who at the same time want to live in 

accordance with Gods law. 

 

Gods plan for the salvation and justification of his people was not just forgiveness of their sins, but his plan 

is, to bring them back in a unbroken relationship to his law, which is the expression of His own perfect 

character.  

That’s exactly the way of real salvation that God has revealed and promised to the people of Israel in 

connection with the new covenant he wanted to make with Israel. 

 

 The meaning of righteousness by faith in OT-time 

 

If Israel is ready for repentance then God promised: “Then I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you 

shall be clean: from your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleans you.”   That means complete 

forgiveness and justification! But the promise of God goes on:  

“ A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony 

heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. 

                                                           
23 CD-Rom, E.G.White  BC- RC-TI- Reflecting Christ -CN- 270 -CT- Obedience, the Fruit of Faith -PR- 03 -PG- 274 
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And I will put my Spirit within you: and cause you to walk in my status, and to keep my judgment, and do 

them.” (Ez. 36, 26-27)  

 

That clearly means personal obedience and personal sanctification for Israel in cooperating with God and in 

daily walking in the power of His Holy Spirit. So the final purpose of righteousness by faith always is to 

bring man in accordance with His law, which is the expression of His perfect character  

 

This was clear expressed to Israel: “And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these 

commandments before the Lord our God, as he hath commanded us.” (Deut. 6, 25)   

 

This is the final purpose of God in the whole justification and sanctification process. If all the saving acts 

that God accomplishes for men, do not lead the sinner to an obedient relationship with God and their 

savior, they could not be admitted to live in the eternal presence with a holy God, and with holy angels in 

heaven.  
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 A final purpose of obedience 

 

The possibility that sin and rebellion would come up again in heaven would be great, if God does not make 

sure that the mind and the heart of the forgiven sinner would not be brought under the absolute submission 

to God’s law. God must make it sure that His forgiveness is not just a juridical act in favor for the sinner, 

but make him ready to live forever in a free and honest relationship to his creator, his savior, and his sacred 

law. 

 

God could not keep in heaven rebellious angels, which did not want to live anymore in perfect obedience to 

His will and His law. In His great love he sure was ready to forgive them, but forgiving must be followed 

by obedience, otherwise it is worth nothing. Because all these rebellious angels where not ready anymore to 

submit her life in obedience to God, in showing by this that they are willing to accept the righteousness and 

love of God, they could not stay in heaven anymore. So in a certain sense they where purged out and 

separated from heaven for ever and ever. 

So when God had to separate this rebellious angels from heaven, because they would not be ready to return 

and be forgiven, and also be obedient, why should he admit sinners into heaven, when they wont get really 

cleansed, and stay obedient, and in accordance to the law of God? But to be able to do that, God sent His 

Son not just to die for our sins, and to forgive us, but to do all He can, to help us getting separated from sin, 

and to get in a loving relationship with our Savior, and his holy and righteous law. By his grace, He wants 

to help us to transform our character in the complete image of his own character, which was typified by the 

tabernacle that Moses had to build in the perfect image of the heavenly sanctuary. 

 

 The church as a purified sanctuary 

 

In sanctuary language spoken, it means that as the OT-sanctuary was a perfect image for the character of 

Christ, so it should become also a perfect image for our character. As Jesus in His earthly life was to be in 

perfect accordance to the sanctuary of the heavenly pattern, now by the grace, and help of Jesus, and by the 

helping and renewing power of the Holy Spirit the church would also become a sanctuary, a living 

temple, according to the heavenly pattern! (Rom 12,1-2, 1. Chor. 3, 16+17: 1. Chor. 6, 19 + 20) 

 

This is the final and deepest meaning that we could give and find in the building of the earthly sanctuary in 

Moses time according to the heavenly pattern. God by commanding Moses to by carefully in doing 

everything according to the heavenly pattern, was illustrating, how He would finally like to see and to 

transform the living character of His people on earth. If we miss this view in our doctrine of the sanctuary 

and especially in our understanding of the purification of the sanctuary in the Most Holy place, then we also 

miss the most important and deepest point of the doctrine of justification by faith! Personally I would 

probably never have thought of this connection, if I wouldn’t have found it in E.G.White’s explanation of 

the earthly sanctuary. I personally cannot remember just one Adventist book where I would have found this 

thought. (Probably there is one though?)   

Here the statements of E. G. White where she shows how the sanctuary model was first a model for the 

character of God in heaven, then of Christ on earth, then I desired model for Israel in OT-time, and finally 

the model for the remnant church, that would have to meet Jesus at his coming. 

 

E.G.White and the real sense of the building of the OT- tabernacle 
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a)  The tabernacle a pattern of God’s holy and perfect character 

 

 “When Moses was about to build the sanctuary as a dwelling place for  God, he was directed to make all 

things according to the pattern shown him in the mount. Moses was full of zeal to do God's work; the most 

talented, skillful men were at hand to carry out his suggestions. Yet he was not to make a bell, a 

pomegranate, a tassel, a fringe, a curtain, or any vessel of the sanctuary, except according to the pattern 

shown him.  

God called him into the mount, and revealed to him the heavenly things. The Lord covered him with His 

own glory, that he might see the pattern, and according to it all things were made.  

So to Israel, whom He desired to make His dwelling place, He had revealed His glorious ideal of 

character. The pattern was shown them in the mount when the law was given from Sinai, and when the 

Lord passed by before Moses and proclaimed, "The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin." Ex. 34:6, 7  (DA. p.208) 

 

b)  The tabernacle as the heavenly pattern for the character of Jesus on earth 

 

“God commanded Moses for Israel, "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them" (Ex. 

25:8), and He abode in the sanctuary, in the midst of His people. Through all their weary wandering in the 

desert, the symbol of His presence was with them. So Christ set up His tabernacle in the midst of our 

human encampment. He pitched His ten by the side of the tents of men, that He might dwell among us, 

and  make us familiar with His divine character and life. "The Word became flesh, and tabernacled among 

us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth." John 

1:14  R.V. margin  (DA  p. 23) 

 

c) The tabernacle as the heavenly pattern for the desired character Israel in OT-time 

 

 “When Moses was about to build the sanctuary as a dwelling place for  God, he was directed to make all 

things according to the pattern shown him in the mount. Moses was full of zeal to do God's work; the most 

talented, skillful men were at hand to carry out his suggestions. Yet he was not to make a bell, a 

pomegranate, a tassel, a fringe, a curtain, or any vessel of the sanctuary, except according to the pattern 

shown him.  

God called him into the mount, and revealed to him the heavenly things. The Lord covered him with His 

own glory, that he might see the pattern, and according to it all things were made.  

So to Israel, whom He desired to make His dwelling place, He had revealed His glorious ideal of 

character. The pattern was shown them in the mount when the law was given from Sinai, and when the 

Lord passed by before Moses and proclaimed, "The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin." Ex. 34:6, 7  (DA. p.208) 

 

Israel failed to build its character in perfect accordance to the heavenly pattern. But Christ came and 

fulfilled it. He did everything according to this heavenly pattern. Now the NT- church is called to 

accomplish what Israel by unfaithfulness and disobedience did not reach.  

 

d)  The tabernacle a heavenly patter for the desired character of the church 
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“Israel had chosen their own ways. They had not builded according to the pattern; but  Christ, the true 

temple for God's indwelling, molded every detail of His earthly life in harmony with God's ideal. He said, 

"I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." Ps. 40:8. So our characters are to 

be builded "for an habitation of God through the Spirit." Eph. 2:22. And we are to "make all things 

according to the pattern," even Him who "suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His 

steps." Heb. 8:5; 1 Peter 2:21. (DA p.208- 209) 

 

This is the final purpose that God has for His people on earth before He could and even would close His 

heavenly ministry in the Most Holy place in the investigation judgment. Satan was working all through 

history to hinder God’s people to cooperate with God so that they wont be able to accomplish their 

character to this heavenly pattern. But Jesus come and brought the possibility to achieve the character of 

Christ.  

“Satan was exulting that he had succeeded in debasing the image of God in humanity. Then Jesus came to 

restore in man the image of his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the character that has been 

ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled the will. He came to lift us up from the 

dust, to reshape the marred character after the pattern of His divine character, and to make it beautiful 

with His own glory.” (DA p. 37) 

 

“In God's plan for His ancient people, He gave the command, "On the first day of the first month shalt thou 

set up the tabernacle." We have no tabernacle to set up as had the children of Israel, but we have a work of 

building to do, the importance of which all need to understand. Let us remember that character is not the 

result of accident, but day by day it is forming for good or for evil. Great importance attaches to this work 

of character building; for it is far-reaching in its results. We are builders for time and for eternity. “
24

 

 

 The visible manifestation of the Glory of God 

 

When through the grace and help of Jesus, and through the helping work of the Holy Spirit this work of 

character-building will be accomplished within the remnant-people of God, then the hour will come, when 

Jesus will close his heavenly ministry, and finally appear in the clouds of heaven. Then, and only then he 

will make true, what he already promised to Israel that He would not only spiritually and invisibly come 

and life within His people, but in His real presence. 

This concept was already typified in the erecting of the tabernacle in the desert, and in the temple of 

Salomo. We should notice that God first told Moses exactly, how he is supposed to build the tabernacle. So 

under the guidance of Moses the tabernacle was made in total accordance with the description God had 

given. Moses finally had to put all things on the right places, and only then he could hope that the Lord 

would manifest Himself as He had promised. (Ex. 25,8)  

I believe firmly that God’s signs of presence would not have been appeared, if only one thing would not 

have been made according to the heavenly pattern. Moses would have had to correct this, and change 

things. This could have taken some time to do it, and by this the manifestation of God’s presence would 

have logically delayed!   

 

 The finishing of the tabernacle as a type for the finishing of God’s work of the purification of his 

sanctuary at the end time 

                                                           
24 E.G.White, CD-Rom , -PT- Australasian Record -DT- 01-05-14 -AT- Thoughts for the  new Year -PR- 02 
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It is very interesting that only after Moses had finished all the work, according to the heavenly pattern, the 

visible presence of the Lord was manifested in the tabernacle. And at this time nobody could enter in the 

tabernacle. (EX. 40,33-35) 

 

Would it not be an exact type for the finishing of Gods work at the time of the end!? The finishing of the 

tabernacle from this view would not only be so much the finishing of the proclamation of the gospel in the 

whole world, as many Adventists see it today, 
25

 but the accent would be much more on the finishing of the 

work that has to be accomplished on the character of the people of God. When this work is done in our life, 

the finishing of the proclamation of the gospel would be the logical result. This work of character-building 

has to do with the purification of the sanctuary, of what our three passages Daniel 8-12 are taking about.  

That also makes clear, that the purification of the sanctuary in heaven is greatly dependent upon the 

purification of the spiritual sanctuary of God’s people on earth! We cannot separate the one from the other, 

it just goes together!
26

 

 

It also could mean that the visible presence of our Lord could not really be expected, before this work of 

perfection of the character of the saints would have been accomplished. But we have to remember that this 

is not a work that we have to do, but a work that God has promised to do within and with us. It is His plan 

that He wants to accomplish with his people, not ours.  

To us is, just to ask ourselves if we are doing our part exactly to the pattern that God has revealed us by 

Jesus Christ concerning His character? Could it be that some things in our life are not yet really according 

to His pattern? Do we, as individuals, and as a church still need more purification of our character, and not 

just more worldwide missionary activities? 

Could that even be a reason, why Jesus has not come yet? Is He really waiting and longing for that 

accomplishment of His character in our life? Is it even necessary for His coming? That’s exactly what we 

all know about from E.G. White, but what lots of us try to deny. 

  

“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the 

character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His 

own. -(“Last Day Events” p 39) 

 

 

 Character perfection - is it possible? 

 

Is it real possible for a man who was born in sin, to perfectly reflect the character of Christ sometime in his 

life? Satan’s answer to an Adventist would right away be like that: “No, this is not possible! It was never 

                                                           
25  For example Ralph Neall in “How long o Lord” p.67    

Also ROY Adams In “Why are we waiting?”  Advents Review,  E.G. White estate File 1018  
26

 Many theologians and believers in our church today do not agree with this concept. For example 
Roy Adams says that the “sanctuary to be restored, justified, cleansed, at the end of the 2300 evenings and mornings of Dan. 8,14 is not an 

earthly one at all, but rather a celestical.” “The Sanctuary” p. 98  (underlining supplied)  

Frank Hoolbrook also denies the connection between reaching the accomplishment of character-perfection in the remnant church, as a 

condition for the finishing of the purification of the heavenly sanctuary. He even disagrees with the principal idea, that the cleansing of the 

sanctuary in heaven depends upon the cleansing of Gods people on earth. And he seems to speak also for other people when he says :“While 

we disagree with the idea that “the cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven is depending upon the cleansing of God’s people on earth, it is 

evident that the worldwide announcement that the preadvent judgment is presently in session (Rev. 14:6,7), places a strong emphasis upon the 

ethical requirements of the gospel. ” The atoning Priesthood of Jesus Christ”  p.`192-193  
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possible, and therefore it will never be! That’s why I tell you that God is asking to much! Only Jesus could 

live without sin. He was the only one that was able to keep every commandment of his Father in this world, 

but he was not real a man as you are! You do not even need to keep all his commandments, and get a 

perfect character. Jesus was it for you, so you just need to belief that he lived a sinless live, and just confess 

your sins every day and try to keep your faith and that will be Ok.” 

 

I belief that Satan was very successful in history to get even Christ’s followers away from the promise God 

already gave to Israel, that he would give them a new heart, and a new spirit, and that he would cause them 

to walk in his statutes, and keep his commandments, and judgments, and do them. (Ez. 36, 27) Because the 

people of Israel did not belief that God could really accomplish that in their personal life, so it didn’t 

happen. God could not accomplish it against their will, and without their collaboration with him. He 

couldn’t keep the commandments for them. He was ready to die for them, to be able to forgive their sins, 

and he did it, but he could not keep the commandments on their place, and to live for them a life in 

accordance with the character of God so that they could just go on in sinning.. 

 

 How is character-perfection possible ? 

 

When God wants us to be perfect, then he must also have a way for us to get there! We just have to ask 

what this way is like, and then ask for his help to go the way he showed us by his own life. The apostle 

Peter says “Christ also suffered for us, leaving us un example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did not 

sin, neither was guile found in his mouth…” 

If it would not be real possible to live like Jesus lived, what does the following text for example mean then?  

What does it mean; “…let as lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us…  looking 

unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith”, (Hebr. 12:11-12) What would this exhortation mean, when 

Jesus in reality wouldn’t be able to help us living in perfect harmony to his will? 

 

Is character-perfection therefore principally possible?  The one who believes that it is not possible, to my 

understanding, would not really live by faith but by works. Because if we live by faith than we should know 

the promises of the Bible concerning the perfect freedom of sin. If we do not belief that everything is 

possible to Christ our savior then we are not really living by faith. How could God give us a law, and tell us 

things to do right, if in reality it would not be possible for us to accomplish that by his grace.  

Is His grace only a forgiving grace, or do we belief that His grace is also an empowering grace? Is he just a 

forgiving savior from already committed sin, or is He also a Savior that can help us to completely overcome 

sin in our life, and even keep us from sinning?  In Jude 24 we are exhorted to thank and praise God our 

Savior not only for his continual forgiveness, but “that he is able to keep you from falling, and to present 

you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy”. 

 

What kind of Savior are we real believing in? Do we belief in a real savior from sin, our in an “almost 

savior”? Where do we read in the Bible that Jesus makes as only almost free from sin, but not perfect free?  

Where do we read, that Jesus can only protect us from some evils and transgressions, but not from all? 

Where do we read in the Bible that, Jesus would only help us in some bad temptations to resist them, and to 

overcome them, but not all?  

Paul also didn’t say, that we should not  

When did Jesus say: “Go, and sin not so much anymore”? Or did Paul say: “let not reign sin so much in us, 

but don’t let it reign at all! (Rom 6, 12) Jesus also said: “Go and sin no more” at all! (John 8, 11) 



SEN728 – Cleansing of the Sanctuary                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     80 

 

All these reflections must clearly tell us, that there must basically be a possibility to be able to live without 

sinning any more. And this can not just be an order, but all orders of God can be seen as a wonderful 

promise. But this promises don’t sound so, as if they would only be fulfilled in heaven, after the 

transformation of our mortal body. This work of inner transformation must have something to do with this 

purification-process that we are talking about in this paper.   

Could it be that Jesus is really waiting for a generation of his followers that would finally understand this 

truth, believe it, and with the help of Jesus and the Holy Spirit realize it.  

Does this conception have something to do with the right understanding of the purification of the sanctuary, 

that Daniel 8,14 is talking about? Could it be, that in studying and preaching this subject we are often to 

much concerned, about what is going on in heaven during the investigation judgment, and that we don’t 

realize what God wants us to do in our own life? 

Let’s see how the Spirit of prophecy describes this work of purifying, and perfecting our character in the 

language of sanctuary. 

“We are to be growing Christians, growing up in "the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 

unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ." We are to be living stones in the temple of God; 

and now we must endure the hewing, the chiseling, the squaring of the Master-builder, until all roughness 

is removed, and our characters are polished and perfected for the heavenly building. There are many who 

claim to believe the truth, who are content with their defects of character. They do not make efforts to 

reform, or seek earnestly for a fitness to stand before God; but everyone who enters Heaven will enter as a 

conqueror, and will wave the palm branch of victory. There is no need of deficiency. Christ is a perfect 

Saviour, and those who seek him with their whole heart, will find that where sin abounded, grace shall 

much more abound.  

There is no reason why we should not be overcomers. God has "given unto us exceeding great and 

precious promises; that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 

that is in the world through lust." We are not to live like the world. We must show that the grace of Christ 

has a sanctifying influence upon our lives. Our natural appetites and passions must be brought under the 

control of the Holy Spirit. 

 We must reveal Christ in our daily words and actions. He bore reproach, insult, shame, mockery. He was 

rejected, maligned, crucified, that we might reflect his image, and be made perfect in his righteousness. 

When we fail to meditate upon the example of Christ, we do not comprehend its meaning, and we become 

sensitive, and unwilling to endure hardness. We shrink from becoming partakers of his sufferings. We lose 

sight of the cross of Calvary, while self attracts our attention, and claims our care and affection. 
27

  

 

What will be the final result of such a cooperation with God and with the Love of Jesus as our High priest 

in the heavenly sanctuary? 

 

“Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we should seek to become perfect in 

Christ. Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brought to yield to the power of temptation. Satan finds 

in human hearts some point where he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire is cherished, by means of 

which his temptations assert their power. But Christ declared of Himself: "The prince of this world cometh, 

and hath nothing in Me." (John 14:30). Satan could find nothing in the Son of God that would enable him 

to gain the victory. He had kept His Father's commandments, and there was no sin in Him that Satan could 

use to his advantage. This is the condition in which those must be found who shall stand in the time of 

                                                           
27 The Signs of the Times, 3-09-88 
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trouble. It is in this life that we are to separate sin from us, through faith in the atoning blood of Christ”  

(GC 623, 1911). 

 

By all these observations and reflections we see more and more, how the three words in Dan 12, 10 exactly 

bring us to this very concept of the cleansing of the sanctuary. 

 

Now let’s still look at the third word in Daniel 12 ,10 

 

c) “many shall be tried” 

 

The Hebrew word is “zaraph”, which means “try”, “smelt”, “test” or “refine”. 

 

So what principal idea we have in this word in comparison to the two preceding words? It still has 

something to do with a purifying process, but it does not only remind us of washing something to get clean, 

but to clean a metal (gold or silver) by the heat of fire. It also has the idea of testing its quality! 

How does this idea fit in the idea of the cleansing process that God will employ to get His end time-church, 

the remnant clean for translation. That is finally the goal in the investigation judgment, and the purpose of 

the Yom Kippur in the closing events of earth’s history. 

This kind of cleansing brings us to the idea of suffering. It brings us also to the “gold tried in the fire” that 

we are familiar of in connection with the message to the last church of Laodicea.  

 

 Purified by suffering  

 

The apostel Peter gives us a good idea what this “trying” for faith of the church at the closing time will be. 

“That the trial of your faith being much more precious that of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 

fire, migth be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus  Christ.” (1. Peter 1,7). 

 

This was always the way down of the history of the people of God. It always was by affliction, and 

tribulation, and persecution that God purified, refined, and tested his people. Why should it be otherwise 

when He will work for the final purification of His sanctuary? It’ll be the only way to prepare His people 

for translation, and to be able to live forever in heaven.  

If God in His love would have a better and easier way then this, we sure could believe that he would choose 

it. But it is the way on which Jesus as our only model of faith was himself prepared here on earth to be able 

to go back to heaven, not as a failure but as a great overcomer. Why should we as His servants want to go 

an easier way? If we love Him with all our heart, it will be our joy not only to be with Him in heaven 

forever, but also walk trough tribulation with Him to become clean and holy as He is already in this life? 

(Phil. 3,10-11) 

 

So Daniel 12, 10 is not only talking about a washing process to get white, but also of a testing, and refining 

process through tribulation and suffering.  

 

Now this is exactly what we already saw in Dan.11,35.  Also there we have the same words with the same 

principle meaning in the Hebrew text. And we remember that we also have the idea of suffering, and 

persecution that should render the people purged and clean. 
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“Some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge them and to make them white, even to 

the time of the end.” 

 

Here again we can see, what the angel in the vision means by this purifying process. And it was not only so 

in the past time of history, but before all it will be within the remnant church in the time of the closing of 

the end time-Yom Kippur. So if Dan. 11,35 and Dan.12, 10 can be seen as a additional interpretation to 

Daniel 8,14 than we get a very clear understanding of the practical and the spiritual meaning, of what we 

should finally understand by the cleansing or justification of the sanctuary.  

 

 Confirmation by E.G. White 

 

It was very amazing for me to find out that E.G. White already saw the connection between the time of the 

investigation judgment, and Dan. 12, 10. Here a quotation, where she is using exactly the three words 

which we find in Dan. 12, 10! 

 

“While these evils remain untouched everything passes along smoothly, but when the  straight testimony 

comes and reproof and rebuke are given, there is a rising up against the straight testimony. It does not 

agree with the carnal mind, their carnal security is disturbed, they resist the work of God, and some will 

fall off. The names of those who will be purified, made white, and tried are borne into the sanctuary and 

mentioned by Jesus to His Father, and they are brought before the special notice of God. But those who 

choose their own selfish course, their own dark way, will be permitted to go on.  

Satan will control the will, and they will lose everlasting life. Those who are saved must yield their will, 

their way, and be controlled by the Spirit of God. They must die daily all the way along, die, die to self and 

be purified by the truth.
28

 

 

I think that in this context E.G. White has clearly the investigation judgment in mind.  

 

But how does this idea, which - up to now - we only got out from the book of Daniel, fit to other passages 

in the Old and New Testament.  Some of these I had already brought in during this study, so I just would 

like to still give one other important passage in the Old Testament. It is Malachi ch. 3, 1-4 

 

The investigation judgment and the Yom Kippur in Malachi 3 

 

I do not intend to give a deep interpretation of these passages for this study, because it also would take a 

special study. So I just want to show up, how this passage has the same idea of purification than we found 

in the book of Daniel. In addition to that we get a good combination to understand the connection between 

the heavenly and the earthly sanctuary. 

Malachi describes the coming of the Lord to His temple, to purify it. We know that this passage apply to 

two different events in prophetic history. First it was already fulfilled, when Jesus comes on earth entering 

the literal temple, and chasing out the profaners of the temple. But the text also talks of an end time coming 

to His temple. “Who may abide the day of his coming, and who shall stand when he appears? For he is like 

a refiners fire, and like fullers soap.” (Mal. 3,2)    
                                                           
28 -BC- 15MR-TI- Manuscript Releases Volume Fifteen -CN- 1183 on  CD-Rom 
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The prophet talks about a certain time in connection with the end, where Jesus would come to his temple 

”as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 

silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”  

Now we all know that Jesus, when he comes, he wont purify anymore the sons of Levi, which in this case 

could only be a picture for the remnant church. 

This purification must be accomplished before he comes in the cloud of heaven. So the coming in that part 

of the passage cannot be yet the moment of second coming. It has to be a certain time before his coming, 

which belongs already to the “day of the Lord” or to “the day of judgment”! 

 

 The relation between Daniel 7 and Malachi 3 

 

From Daniel 7 we know that there will be a day of judgment right before the second coming of Jesus. 

Daniel 8, 14 tells us the exact time, when these judgment starts. It is in 1844! So Malachi 3, 1-5 are talking 

exactly of the same situation as Daniel 7, 9-14, and Dan. 8, 14 does. 

 

“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought 

to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; 

and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are descriptions of the same event;” (GC 

426) 

 

Now here in Malachi 3, 3 we get again a clear picture about what we should know about this day or this 

time! 

 

 A purification not only in heaven but before all on earth 

 

The temple, to which Jesus would come at this time, was indicated long before the time of Malachi. It was 

made by Daniel 7, 13, where we read about the “Son of Man”, who on the clouds of heaven was brought to 

the ancient of time. This event cannot be something else then the entering of Jesus in the Most Holy place 

of the heavenly sanctuary. But at the same time the text says that he will come to the sons of Levi to purify 

and refine them!  

 

Now the sons of Levi will not be yet in heaven at this time, but on earth. So the purification-process also 

will not only be in the literal heavenly sanctuary, but also within the spiritual sanctuary on earth, which 

means the remnant church.  

The idea can only be that the final purifying of the sanctuary has to be understood as a process in which 

Jesus by the Holy Spirit works within the heart and life of his believers on earth, to help them to get clean, 

purified and separated from sins by overcoming them with the blood of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. During this process the records of sins in the heavenly books, which are there as a sign of defilement 

in the heavenly sanctuary, will be blotted out. So this blotting out of sins can only be done, when the sins 

are also purged out from our heart and life. This is exactly what Malachi wants us to see. 

 

For this process he also uses three different words to describe it. It is “refine”, “purifiy”, and “purge” . This 

are in the KJV the same word as we saw them in Daniel 11,35 and Daniel 12,10. 
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In Hebrew we however have to other words. The first is the same as in the two other passages of Daniel, it 

is “zaraph”, which means refine. The second word is “taher”!  This is the word that mostly is used in the 

book of Leviticus 1-4, and also in Lev. 16, 30. So it reminds us very strongly to the cleansing process in the 

daily service, but also to the service at Yom Kippur. It was the main-word for the cleansing process in the 

OT-sanctuary, which is a type of the heavenly sanctuary. 

The third word is the word "saqaq”, which is another word that has also the idea of refining and purifying 

something. In 1.Chron.28,18 it is for example used for the refined gold of the golden altar.  

So Malachi talks about the same process of purification as Daniel did. And as we see, this purification as 

the prophet describes it, is being done on the Sons of Levi, and it has the objective “That they may offer 

unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 

unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in the former years.” (Mal. 3, 3-4) 

 

Out of this description we can see, that the last objective of this purification is a certain spiritual and moral 

state of the church before the Lord comes to judge those who are in rebellion against him, as it is indicated 

in Mal. 3, 5. 

But what to moral and spiritual state does God want to bring the people of God in this purification process? 

The real issue and interpretation of that, God gave us by a prophet that God called more than 2000 years 

after the prediction. This prophet lived in the time, when the Lord already had come to his temple as Daniel 

and Malachi had foreseen for the year 1844. She speaks to the “Sons of Levi” who are living at this time, 

and who are already involved in this end time-process of purification. So we should take this prophet in the 

same sense, as we do it with biblical prophets.  

 

 Ellen G. White’s interpretation of Mal. 3, 1-5 

 

As Malachi got additional information to the vision of Daniel, so E.G. White got additional information, 

and light to the visions of Daniel, Malachi, and even of John at Patmos. Here is therefore a real and 

practical meaning of this prophecy of Malachi 3: 

 

“Says the prophet: "Who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He appears? for He 

is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He 

shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an 

offering in righteousness." Malachi 3:2, 3. 

Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above are 

to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be spotless, their characters must 

be purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort they 

must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, 

while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of 

purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people upon earth. This work is more clearly presented 

in the messages of Revelation 14    

When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ will be ready for His appearing.” 

(GC 425) 

 

If we read carefully this description of the last purification of the sanctuary, we must acknowledge, that the 

prophet means more than only forgiveness of sins. It also means more than just a simple juridical process to 

blot out the report of sins in the heavenly books, as many in our days within our church would suggest and 
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preach. The real purification includes a complete purification, and separation from sin especially in the life 

of the end time-believers.  

Jesus, as he still was here on earth, had principally promised, what he would make possible for those, who 

keep a good relationship with him. 

“If you continue in my words, then you are my disciples indeed; and you shall know the truth and the truth 

shall make you free.” John 8, 32-33)  

 Could it be that we are not really free yet from this bondage of sin, because we do not know yet this truth?  

Before we get an answer to this crucial question, let´s still summarize what we have seen and learned just 

by the words that Daniel and Malachi used, to describe “the cleansing of the sanctuary”. In all three 

passages, this cleansing process, which can be seen as the biblical interpretation of Daniel 8,14, has not 

firstly to do with the cleansing of a holy place, but it is always closely related with the cleansing of the 

people of God. But we saw that the cleansing, or purification, and the atonement, or the reconciliation of 

the people could not be made without the heavenly means of purification, which is the blood of Jesus and 

His ministry as our High priest in the heavenly sanctuary.  

To explain and describe, what the purifying, or cleansing of the sanctuary real means, we found altogether 5 

different words in these three main passages from Dan. 11,35, Dan, 12,10, and Malachi 3,2-3.  In each 

passage we find curiously 3 different words to describe the whole process. To these words we could still 

add other words that the OT uses for the purifying of the sinner, and the sanctuary. 

 

 The purification-process in Isaiah ch. 1 
 

In Isaiah 1,16 , where we also have a strong idea of getting purified from sin, we can also find 3 words, by 

which God exhorts the people to get rid of their sins. These words are: 

“wash you” (‘rachats), “make you clean” (zak), “put away” (sabab) . 

It is intriguing that in all this important passages, where God speaks about purifying from sins, we always 

find three different words, and as we see the words are not always the same, although the mean the same 

process. We also should notice that the words are not always in a passive form, but also in the active form. 

Here in Isaiah all three words are in the active form. That means that God does not always say that the 

sinner will be washed by God, but that he ought to wash, and clean, and put away the sins himself. 

The promise of God follows: “…Your sins…shall be as white as snow, … they shall be (white) as wool.” 

(v.18)  That is what it means forgiveness and justification. God describes it by 5 different words in this 

passage. But there we still find another step, which leads even further than just to forgiveness.  

In Isaiah chap.. 1, 25-26 Gods reaction to the repentant sinner is also described in 5 thoughtful expressions. 

“I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away  all thy tin. And I will 

restore ( heb. +shub)  thy judges…. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts (shall be 

redeemed) be righteousness” (Is. 1,25) 

All these things mean complete reintegration, reconciliation and restoration. So the same process always is 

described by different words. It seems that every prophet uses words, which are familiar to him, but to 

express the same idea. We therefore cannot concentrate ourselves just to one or two Hebrew words to make 

sure, what God means by “purifying his people and his sanctuary”! 

The same idea we find in relation to the defiling process. As we find a whole list of words to describe the 

purification process, so we also will find a whole list of words by which the people, and in consequence the 

sanctuary, can be defiled.  

I believe, that it would not be in accordance to the Bible, if we just pick out some special words, to define, 

by what the sinner, or the people of God, or the sanctuary can be defiled, and by what not. The Bible says 
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that we desecrate the name of the Lord by every sin we commit. But we desecrate and defile not only His 

name, but we defile also ourselves as a temple of God. But God in His mercy, and by the blood of Jesus, 

found a way, to be able to purify, and cleanse us from every sin that we confess. So this purifying process 

the prophets in the OT, as we saw in all these examples describe it by a lot of different words and pictures. 

 

 An additional idea from the LXX (septuagint) 

 

In addition to all we have said about the different words which are used to describe the purification-process 

in Daniel, Malachi, and Isaiah, it still could be interesting that the Septuagint translates one of the three 

words in Daniel 12,10 by the Greek word “agiasthosi”, “which can be translated, as ”to get sanctified”! 

This word would correspond to the Hebrew word “qadash”, which also means “sanctify”. This sure gives 

us another good idea, what this purifying process of the “sanctuary” real means.  

 

 The cleansing of sins, the people and the sanctuary in Ezekiel! 
 

Another example I would like to add are three words we can find in Ezekiel in relation to the purification-

process in relation to the sanctuary. 

In Ezekiel 43, 20-22 we find three times the word “chatah” (cleanse) for the purification of the altar of 

burnt-offering in the temple-vision of Ezekiel. This word is very interesting, because it normally means also 

“sin”. The word sin-offering is also connected with it. 

The same word is used in Ez. 45, 18, where the priest is asked to offer a bullock for the purification of the 

sanctuary. “…thou shalt take a young bullock without blemish, and cleanse (chatah) the sanctuary.” 

 

By this offering he would “reconcile the house”! (here it means the temple) The word for reconcile is the 

word “kaphar”, which means “to cover”, or “to atone”, or “to reconcile”! This is the main word that we 

also find in Lev.16, where it describes the atonement in the sanctuary service on the Day of Atonement. 

Other words Ezekiel uses in relation to the purification of the temple are “taher” (purify) (Ez. 43, 26 + 44, 

26) This are the verb that also occurs on the Day of Atonement. But as we see in Isaiah these words are not 

really in a context, which points to the end time-purification. These words are used as other words just to 

describe the general purification from sin. So what probably could be noticed is that the OT does not use 

special words for the purification of the sanctuary, and other words for the purification of the sinner.  

 

The following passage I would like to add is an other good end-time purification-passage. 
 

The purification-process in Zechariah 

 

In Zechariah 13, 9 we also find I very interesting passage of a last purification-process by which the 

remnant should be prepared, to be finally the people of God. The description is very similar with that of 

Malachi 3.  

“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine (zaraph) them as silver is refined, and will 

try (bachan) them as gold is tried: They shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my 

people: and they will say: The Lord is my God.”  
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Here we have again a new word that we did not find yet in all other passages. It is the Hebrew word 

"“bachan", which could be better translated by  “investigate or examine” 

 

If we look at the context of this passage, then there is no doubt, that this prophet talks about the same time 

as Daniel in his three passages of chap. 8, 11, and 12 talks about, and also Malachi 3. 

But Zechariah is the only one, who brings in a word, which has the strong idea of investigating or 

examining!  

This word we also find in Ps. 26,2, where David prays to the Lord and says: “Examine me (bachan), O 

Lord, and prove me(zaraph); try (nasah) my reins and my heart. 

 

This prayer of David brings us finally to a last most interesting sense in this purification-, justification-, and 

restoration-process of all our now considered passages that are finally dealing with. It is the idea of 

judgment and vindication. 

 

A biblical prayer or call for divine investigation, judgment and vindication 

 

The above mentioned prayer - according in Hebrew thought - surely can be understood as a call for 

judgment and vindication of a accused or unrighteous person, or people. We find a similar prayer of David 

in Ps. 7, 8-11  

“The Lord shall judge (duwn) the people;  judge (shaphat)  me, O Lord, according to my righteousness, 

and according to my integrity that is in me.  

Let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish (bachan) the just: for the righteous God 

tries the heart and reins.  

My defense is of God which saves the upright heart.  

God judges (shaphat) the righteous and God is angry, with the wicked every day.” 

 

This is a prayer for vindication and restoration of an unrighteous persecuted, accused and in the hands of 

enemies delivered person (see v. 1), as David was a long time of his live.  He longs for justification not by 

men but by God, who is his only defense!  But he uses words which have a very strong idea of vindication 

and restauration of his lamentable situation. His call for judgment, according to the three Hebrew words, is 

not to be understood in the sense of condemnation of an accused and delivered person but in the sense of 

vindicating his right, and to bring him in the right state.  This would be the final goal of all passages 

that we have looked at! 

 

Conclusion 

 

In sum, we find a lot of different words in the different passages in the OT, and that we have shortly looked 

at, to get a right idea of the purification that Daniel 8, 14 has in view! It seems that by these Hebrew words 

the purification -process of sin could not be better described. So in relation to Dan. 8, 14 we could come to 

the conclusion that the single word “nitsdaq” in Daniel 8,14 must be the only word in the Bible, inspired by 

God himself, that includes all this words. And all this words with there deeper meaning should finally help 

us to understand what “nitsdaq really means!  

So Dr. Davidson is more than right, when he says:“ We would then have the reading: “Unto 2300 

evenings-mornings, then shall the sanctuary be nitsdaqed ! 
29

 
                                                           
29 “Then shall the Sanctuary be Cleansed” R. M. Davidson, Andrews University MI USA 
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Now, I would like to summarize all the different words that we found within the different passages we have 

looked at in OT, and that are used to describe the ”cleansing of His sanctuary”! 

 

20 different Hebrew words for purifying from sin  
 

“barar”   =  to purify, select, choice   Dan. 12,10 

“laban” = to make white,   Dan. 2,10 

“tsaraph”,  = to try, to refine, smelt, test     Dan. 11,31   Is. 1,25 / Mal. 3,3 

“taher”   to clean, to purify (katharizo) =  in LXX  !)  Ez. 43, 26  Lev.16 

“saqaq”  to refine, to purify    Mal. 3,3 

“rachats”  to wash yourself  Is. 1,16 , 4,4  Lev. 17,15 

“qadash”  to sanctify   Ez. 46,20   / Is. 5,16 

“tsadaq”  to justify   Prov. 15,16; Is. 53,11; Is. 50,8 

“shuwb   to restore, to turn back, to recover   Is.1,26 

“zak”   to make clean   Job 11,1 

“sabab”.  to put away, change,  Is. 1,16 

“chata”  to cleanse   Ez. 43, 20-22   Ez. 45, 18 

“kaphar”  to cover, to be reconciled   Hes. 45,20,   Ez  43,26.  

“duwach”  to wash, purify  Ez. 40,38  / Is. 4,4 

“cabas”  to wash, cleanse  Mal. 3,2, Ex. 19,2  

“bor”   to cleanse   Is. 1, 25 

“nasah”  To test, to try   Ps. 26,1 

“bachan”  to investigate, examine Zach. 14,9,  Ps. 26,1 

“kuwn”  to (r)establish   Is. 54 14 

“shaphat”  judge, vindicate,  defend Ps. 7,8;  Is. 51,5:   

 

Most of these words, as we saw, can be found in a context of a end time-purification-process! The main 

idea from all this words is sure the idea of getting pure, clean, holy, justified, reconciled, and restored. 

This idea corresponds quite well to what the bible says about getting free from sin in general. Sin always is 

a factor of defilement, while the blood of Jesus cleans and makes pure and holy. The sinner has to get clean 

and holy as God is clean, pure and holy. In doing that in behalf of sinners, God justifies himself in the 

purified and justified people!  (Ez. 36, 23) 

All this is the work that the New Testament defines by justification, sanctification and finally by 

glorification. But the way, how to get there is by faith in Jesus, and by getting refined, tested, examined, 

and tried through suffering and temptations. 

It is the divine work in cooperation with the sinner, to bring man back, where he was in the beginning: The 

perfect image of God.  So this purification process has finally to do with a work of restoration, or 

restitution! 

Evidently the apostle Peter spoke of that restitution, when he preached about Christ, “whom the heaven 

must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all his holy 

prophets since the world began. 

 

This text does not say, that Jesus would come to restitute all things, but he would come, when all things are 

restituted! So a great work of restitution has to be accomplished before he could come. 
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Here we have another idea, which I think we should still mention in connection to the cleansing or 

justification of the sanctuary. 

 The final restoration of the sanctuary and the truth 

 

We often define the cleansing or justification of the sanctuary with a kind of “restoration of the 

sanctuary”! We do it because we refer to Daniel 8, 11-13, where the power of the little horn is “casting 

down” the sanctuary, its service, and also “the truth”! In general Adventist interpreters limit this expression 

to the casting down of the truth of the sanctuary by the papal power. Clifford Goldstein for example says: 

“In this sense, “the truth” about the “place of the sanctuary was cast down.”
30

  

 

 The definition of truth according to Daniel 8, 12 

 

I don’t think that we should limit the word “truth” in the connection of Dan. 8,12 only to the sanctuary-

truth. We already saw it in the context of the covenant in Daniel 11,30, where we could see that we has to 

understand it in its whole biblical meaning. The sanctuary truth was not the only truth that the papacy 

casted down!  

The Hebrew word allows to understand truth in all his different biblical aspects. It can be the whole 

revelation of Gods will and purpose. The truth about God himself, His faithfulness, and His truthfulness, 

His divine instructions, His law and the revelation of his true purpose within history and the prophetic truth 

concerning the future and his second coming. 

 

If we look carefully to all the truth that during the reign of the papacy  was cast down, we would clearly 

find, that every kind of truth was object to the casting down by this ungodly power and not only the truth 

about the priesthood of Christ, and of the truth about the heavenly sanctuary and its daily service. It would 

be to idealize what real happened, and still happens to the truth by the influence of the papacy, and its end 

time-associates. 

All that caused Christianity, and by its influence the whole world, to completely lose sight of the true God, 

His holiness, His righteousness, His holy law, His mercy, His love, His wisdom, His creation power, His 

eternity, His ministry in the heavenly sanctuary, His perfect plan of salvation, His prophetic foreseeing 

wisdom, and finally His second coming, and the reality of the new universe as it is revealed in the Holy 

Scripture.  

This was, and still is, and still will become a great apostasy, and rebellion against God. This was, and is an 

other important point in the understanding of the casting down of the place, and the truth of the sanctuary. 

We know that all truth of God can only be seen in  the right light of the sanctuary, and that all truth is found 

within the sanctuary of God. If this sanctuary is cast down, then we loose the saving truth. Then people 

loose also their spiritual, moral and mental orientation. What else will be the final result of all this? It is just 

one word! It is sin!  

 

 Satan’s plan by hiding us the truth 

 

Sin, as we saw, is the great problem. Sin is, what defiles us, and what finally defiles the holy name of God, 

and His sanctuary. Satan had only one purpose, to hide Gods truth in every aspect out of the sight of man. 

                                                           
30  Goldstein ibid p. 61 
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From the beginning he was working to fight against every detail of Gods truth. He knows better than all of 

us, that in hiding truth before man and  in changing truth into lie and falsehood, he could easily and 

successfully prevent man to  get changed in the image of God. For how could a sinner become like Jesus, if 

he does not know Jesus as he real is? How could somebody or even a Christian or Adventist be able to 

become like Jesus, if he does not have the whole truth of Jesus in all its aspects? How could we as a church 

become “one” in Jesus, if we have all different ideas and a different knowledge of Him, His will, His law 

and His character, His prophetic plan etc…! 

 

But we all know that Jesus prayed for the union of the church. He did not only pray that we may be 

sanctified, but that we may be sanctified in the truth! 

That can only be realized, if we all get acquainted with the truth. But there is this satanic power, which was 

working all history long to keep men and woman away from truth, and so make them impossible to get 

transformed in the perfect image of God. 

“Nothing has been so difficult for the people of God to learn as loyalty to the pure, elevated, unselfish 

principles of heaven. And as a result, sin and suffering make up a large part of their history. The words 

spoken to Daniel by the angel are positive: "Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the 

wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand." Satan, as a strong man armed, is 

continually on the watch, seeking to bring in questionable methods, and thereby mar the work of God. He 

would be well pleased to eclipse the brightness of God's principles by the selfishness of the principles on 

which he works. If he possibly can, he will tarnish the pure gold of character. If he can place the false 

where the true should be, his object is gained.” 
31

 

 

He rejoices hearing, when even the people of God says: “Love is better than truth!  You don’t worry so 

much about the truth, just love Jesus, believe in His grace and mercy, and you will get right! Doctrines 

separate but love unifies”!  

It seems that the devil knows that our loving God could never reach his goal with His people, as long as he 

can keep them away from all truth. But the bible says, that there will be a time, that everything will be 

restored, of which the prophet spoke! 

Does it mean that it includes also the knowledge of truth? Has it also something to do with the cleansing, 

justification or restoration of the sanctuary? If the casting down has something to do with the desecration 

and defilement of the sanctuary than the restoration of the truth must have something to do with the 

restoration of the sanctuary! 

Can we really see like that? Do we have in the book of Daniel the idea of a restoration of the truth and 

knowledge of God, His character and His law, His prophetic message etc…? 

I think that the idea is absolutely there.  

 

 The restoration of truth in the vision of Daniel  

 

In Daniel 12, 4, where the interpreting angel announced an increasing of knowledge, we sure can recognize 

the idea of a restoration- process concerning the truth, which was cast down by the little Horn and its power 

behind!  

In Dan. 12, 10, we have the promise that “none of the wicked shall understand but the understanding shall 

understand”!  

                                                           
31  E.G.White  CD- Rom   -PC- RH -PT- Advent Review and Sabbath Herald -DT- 02-22-06 

-AT- Lessons From the Life of Solomon, No. 23 (Stedfast Unto the End) -PR- 07 
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It would be to narrow, to think that this promise concerns only the prophetic message of the book of Daniel. 

We should see it in the light of the book of revelation, where finally the whole earth shall be lightened with 

the glory with his glory! 

As we know, it is the final result of the proclamation of the last message, which contains the entire truth in 

all His saving and purifying aspects. By this entire eternal and present truth, the remnant church will be 

sanctified. In all history there was never a time, when God had the possibility to let the truth shine as He 

will let it shine at these last days of earth history.  

As Jesus was on earth, he was sad to tell his disciples that he had still a lot to tell them, but they could not 

have beard it.(John 16,12) So he had to wait for time to pass, where men and even His followers would be 

finally able to better understand the truth of God, His real character, His perfect holiness and righteousness, 

the real issue about the conflict of good and evil etc… 

 

For all that Jesus had still to go up to heaven and to sit on the right side of His heavenly Father and sending 

down to the world the Holy Spirit to not only open to men the eyes for their sin, but also for the truth! This 

truth should not be understood at once in the time of the end, but it should increase as the world goes to the 

end. 

 

 No increasing light without giving up traditions 

 

We all know that increasing light is only possibly when men and women are open for more knowledge. It is 

only possible, as long as men are ready to give up untruth and traditions, which are not grounded on the 

word of God. So, to be able to increase in truth it also needs a purification process! We have always to be 

ready to purge ourselves from errors, false teachings and traditions. So that also has to be included in all 

this texts that we have in Daniel 11 and 12, and also in Mal. 3, where we saw such a lot of words and ideas 

of getting purified. 

 

To often in history even Gods people clang on traditions of her forefathers, which were not always 

grounded on the scriptures. They didn’t always realize all the errors in which they where believing, and the 

power behind. The “little horn”, and its inspirator did everything that even real honest, and praying people, 

as Wiklif, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Miller etc… did not get fully rid of traditions, and errors in the 

interpretation of Scriptures. So as we read in Daniel 11, 35 : “some of them of understanding shall fall, to 

try them, and to purge them, and to make them with, even to the time of the end”..  

We now see, that these expressions have a lot to do also with the purifying process from errors and 

traditions in the life even of reformers. It seems that God cannot come to the end of this world, without 

restoring the truth within His people and His earthly spiritual sanctuary. 

 

 

 

The restoration of the truth in the typology of the sanctuary 

 

Out from His sanctuary, God wants us to lead more and more into the truth. All the way through history, 

while the satanic power, incorporated in a special way in the papacy, and in an apostate Christianity, was 

keeping men far from truth, God by his Spirit kept on spreading lights of truth in most darkened places. All 

through history we can see a certain increasing revelation of Gods plan.  
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In sanctuary language spoken, we can see light increasing in the time of the Outer court of the sanctuary 

that could mean in OT-time. We can see light increasing when Christ was here on earth. We can see light 

and truth increasing, when he went up to the holy place in the heavenly sanctuary. From there John got the 

book of revelation with all this precious truth about Gods character and plan for this world. We can find 

increasing light, since Jesus went into the Most Holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. What precious truth 

did he already reveal to us, as never before in history! How many errors did he allow us to detect since 

1844!? How many traditional ideas and interpretations of the scripture were we allowed to get away since? 

Are we real aware of this process of purifying and cleansing of our sanctuary since the time Jesus went into 

the Most Holy place? So we see, that purifying the sanctuary does not mean only to get purified from our 

sins we commit every day, but also to get cleansed from false conceptions and ideas of truth! The whole 

process could be called a process of restoration! 

 

 The highest revelation of truth out from the Most Holy place 

 

Jesus as our High priest is not only in the Most Holy Place, to make atonement for our sins, but to help us 

also to get more insight and better knowledge of the truth, so that we may more sanctified by it. (John 17, 

17) 

 

E.G. White confirms this view when she says:  

“But clearer light came with the investigation of the sanctuary question.”   (GC 429)   “There we may gain 

a clearer insight into the mysteries of redemption.” (GC 489) 

 

This clearer light, and this truth, as it is in Jesus alone, and that comes out from the Most Holy place in the 

heavenly sanctuary, shall sanctify the remnant church to a degree that never had been before in history. It 

will also in this view bring forth a church “that is glorious, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 

but that should be holy and without blemish.” (Eph. 5. 27) 

 

"Satan's hold upon the souls of men will be broken. The defaced image of God will be restored in humanity, 

and a family of believing saints will finally inherit the heavenly home. This is the result of Christ's death.  

(DA  625) 

 

Without the process of increasing light and knowledge, the sanctuary will not really be cleansed. Without 

that, Jesus in His patience for us cannot finish his work of restoration to the image of God in His sanctuary 

up there. But he will not wait forever. There will be an hour, when the time will be over, and those who are 

clean, will be clean forever. And again we see, how the cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven is related to a 

cleansing of the sanctuary on earth.  

It’s just fascinating how E.G.White brought this last purifying process in connection with Dan. 12, 10 

“If the Lord were to appear suddenly in the clouds of heaven, and if all the workers in our restaurants 

were called to give an account to Him of their stewardship, how many would stand on vantage ground, 

purified, made white, and tried, having on the robe of Christ's righteousness, prepared to sit with Him at 

his table?” 
32

 

 

It’s up to us as a church, which God had called, to go along with this preparation-process, and with the light 

Jesus by his Holy Spirit would transmit us, and proclaim it to the world by our mouth. All light that Jesus 

                                                           
32  E.G.White  CD-Rom  -BC- 8MR  -TI- Manuscript Releases Volume Eight -CN- 577 -CT- Restaurant Work -PR- 04 -PG- 180 
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wants to send us from the Most Holy place, we ought to look for and to pray for. We are to understand this 

light and bring it to the world.  

 

 The sanctuary-message not only for the church, but also for the world 

 

No light that God wants us to have and to understand us as church, He also wants it for the whole world. 

There was never a truth that God has given just for the people of God, to keep and hide it within her ranks. 

That is exactly what the Jews did in OT-time, and that was a great reason of their rejection of Christ, and 

afterwards the reason why they were rejected by God! We are not to repeat the same fault. 

God didn’t reveal to us, as a church, the saving and precious truth about the heavenly sanctuary, and about 

the time of the investigation judgment before His coming, to keep this truth within ourselves. He gave it to 

us that we may also to proclaim it to the world! It must be a central part of the proclamation of the end 

time-message. The world has a right to learn and to know the truth, which men and women on this earth 

will need to be able to stand firm in the time to come, and to meet Jesus without spot and without wrinkle.  

They need this message to be transformed in the likeness of Jesus, and be able to meet Jesus as people, who 

will be alive when He comes in the clouds of heaven. There must be a special preparation in this world to 

prepare a people to meet the Lord out of the living!  

 

The prophet that God gave us to help us understand this special situation at the end of the time, when Jesus 

will finish His ministry in the Most Holy place, says it very clear that we ought to know and to preach this 

message! 

 

“ All who have received the light upon these subjects are to bear testimony of the great truths which God 

has committed to them. The sanctuary in heaven is the very center of Christ's work in behalf of men. It 

concerns every soul living upon the earth. It opens 

to view the plan of redemption, bringing us down to the very close of time, and revealing the triumphant 

issue of the contest between righteousness and sin. It is of the utmost importance that all should thoroughly 

investigate these subjects, and be able to give an answer to every one that asketh them a reason of the hope 

that is in them.” (GC 488) 

  

If we take this words as they are written, then we should understand that Jesus in His grace and patience is 

waiting that we finally understand this message, tell it to the world, and get ourselves purified by this 

saving message. 

 

 The restoration of the truth of the sanctuary, and the final victory over Satan  

 

It seems that Satan know better than we, what real issue there is behind the right and full message of the 

final purification of sanctuary. He knows it better than we do, that only the right understanding of this 

sanctuary message of the purification of the sanctuary, could probably prepare the way for the 

accomplishment of the plan of salvation, and for the coming of Jesus. Satan also knows better than lots of 

us do that only this message, and its results on the people of God will reveal Satan as the great liar before 

the whole universe.  
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From the beginning of His rebellion in heaven, he was claiming that God’s law could not be kept neither by 

angels nor by fallen men. “He is constantly seeking  to deceive the followers of Christ with his fatal 

sophistry that it is impossible for them to overcome.” (GC. 489) 

We should know that as long as we believe this lie, Satan will have power over us, because Jesus says, be it 

as you believe! If we do not believe that Christ can give us the power to overcome sin and devil, and resist 

his temptations, and if we do not cooperate with God in overcoming sin by His grace and power, we are 

exalting Satan and giving him right in its claims against God.  

 

But all those who are ready to believe that Jesus is working in the heavenly sanctuary, not just plotting out 

in some juridical way our sins from the heavenly books, but also working for the purifying our hearts, our 

acts and words, and for our overcoming and separation from sin, all those who believe that and cooperate 

with God are exalting, and glorifying God. The result will be that Satan will have to be silent, for God will 

prove, by the holiness of the remnant - the 144.000 - that he is able to save men out from the kingdom of lie 

and falsehood, and to prove that Satan was ever the great father of lies! 

 

Satan sure knows and understand the issue of this truth in the sanctuary message better than many of us do, 

so no wonder that no message in the history of our church are more resisted, discussed, and rejected then 

exactly this message. Is it not great time to see it more clear, and to stand up for this truth? 

 

 

 The delay in the purification of the sanctuary 
 

Could it be possible that we are able to delay the process of purifying the sanctuary, because we are often 

not ready to capture this precious light and this present truth that heaven wants us to give in this regard? Do 

we not need a great purification concerning this truth within our church?  But we should also know that this 

truth stands not alone, it is connected with lots of other points of truth. The disappointment of 1844 was a 

good demonstration for that. It was already a historic point, where the remnant church had to get cleansed 

from different errors and traditions. And it seemed that the only way that God could purify them, was by a 

great affliction. It was similar to the experience that already the disciples had to go through to get purified 

from a false thinking. 
 

“Purposes of infinite mercy were reaching their fulfillment, even though the disappointment of the disciples. While 

their hearts had been won by the divine grace and power of His teaching, who "spake as never man spake," yet 

intermingled with the pure gold of their love for Jesus, was the base alloy of worldly pride and selfish ambitions. 

Even in the Passover chamber, at that solemn hour when their Master was already entering the shadow of 

Gethsemane, there was "a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest." Luke 22:24.  

Their vision was filled with the throne, the crown, and the glory, while just before them lay the shame and agony of 

the garden, the judgment hall, the cross of Calvary. It was their pride of heart, their thirst for worldly glory, that 

had led them to cling so tenaciously to the false teaching of their time, and to pass unheeded the Saviour's words 

showing the true nature of His kingdom, and pointing forward to His agony and death. And these error resulted in 

the trial--sharp but needful--which was permitted for their correction. Though the disciples had mistaken the 

meaning of their message, and had failed to realize their expectations, yet they had preached the warning given 

them of God, and the Lord would reward their faith and honor their obedience. To them was to be entrusted the 

work of heralding to all nations the glorious gospel of their risen Lord. It was to prepare them for this work that the 

experience which seemed to them so bitter had been permitted.  (GC  349) 
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„As the disciples were mistaken in regard to the kingdom to be set up at the end of the seventy weeks, so Adventists 

were mistaken in regard to the event to take place at the expiration of the 2300 days. In both cases there was an 

acceptance of, or rather an adherence to, popular errors that blinded the mind to the truth. Both classes fulfilled the 

will of God in delivering the message which he desired to be given, and both, through their own misapprehension of 

their message, suffered disappointment.... 

The disappointment also, though the result of their own misapprehension of the message which they gave, was to be 

overruled for good. It would test the hearts of those who had professed to receive the warning... 

This test would reveal the strength of those who with real faith had obeyed what they believed to be the teaching of 

the Word and the Spirit of God. It would teach them, as only such an experience could, the danger of accepting the 

theories and interpretations of men, instead of making the Bible its own interpreter. To the children of faith the 

perplexity and sorrow resulting from their error, would work the needed correction. They would be led to a closer 

study of the prophetic word. They would be taught to examine more carefully the foundation of their faith, and to 

reject everything, however widely accepted by the Christian world, that was not founded upon the Scriptures of 

truth. 

With these believers, as with the first disciples, that which in the hour of trial seemed dark to their understanding, 

would afterward be made plain. GC 353- 354 

 

God therefore already started at this time to purify the church from many errors, which were connected with 

that subject. But the work or purification in this sense is not yet accomplished, but it has to be, and it will 

be accomplished before Jesus comes! 

 

How important would it really be for the coming of Jesus, and the finishing of his work in the heavenly 

sanctuary, that we get also purified from errors and traditions concerning the truth and doctrines? 

 

It was very interesting for me, to find a quite new reason in E. G. Whites writings, why Jesus didn’t come 

about 1844. We always say that the time for His coming was not fulfilled yet, but in the following 

statements she gives as a quite other reason, which is worth to think a little more on it as we talk about the 

purifying of the sanctuary. 

 

 

 The coming of Christ not before a last purification-process and not before the final 

restoration of truth? 
 

”Again I saw a cloud settle upon the waiting ones. I saw them turn their weary eyes downward. I inquired 

the cause of this change. Said my accompanying angel, They 

are again disappointed in their expectations. Jesus cannot yet come to earth. They must yet suffer for Jesus 

and endure greater trials. They must give up errors and traditions received from men, and turn wholly to 

God and his word. They must be purified, made white, and tried. And those who endure that bitter trial 

will obtain an eternal victory.”
33

 

 

 

Isn’t that a strange reason, why Jesus could not yet come in 1843 or 1844? Lots of us wouldn’t even think 

of such a reason for a delay of the return of Jesus. But we should notice in this quotation, that it was not just 

E.G. White, who gives this reason, but it was the interpreting angel in the vision, who said it so. 

                                                           
33 E.G. White  “Spiritual Gifts”, Volume 1  p.146 
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An other important thing we should notice in this statement of the angel is the striking fact, that it seemed, 

as if this statement would be a heavenly interpretation of Dan.12,10 about the purification  that is 

mentioned there. By the sentence - “They must be purified, made white, and tried”- , the angel in the 

vision quotes almost the phrase, as we find it in Dan. 12,10a.! By doing so, he does not bring this purifying 

process in connection with the time before 1844, but with the time after the disappointment, as I tried to 

show it above!  

 

The same idea comes still a second time, where E.G. White again talks bout the people just before the 

disappointment. 

 

 “Jesus bade his angels go and strengthen them, for the hour of their trial drew on. I saw that these waiting 

ones were not yet tried as they must be. They were not free from errors. 

And I saw the mercy and goodness of God in sending a warning to the people of earth, and repeated 

messages to bring them up to a point of time, to lead them to a diligent search of  themselves, that they 

might divest themselves of errors which have been handed down from the heathen and papists. Through 

these messages God has been bringing out his people where he can work for them in greater power, and 

where they can keep all his commandments.
 34

 

What a tragic situation! Again we are told that they had still to be tried to finally get cleaned from errors. 

Isn’t that exactly, what we read in Daniel 11,35 ? “They shall fall, to try them, and to purge them and to 

make them white even to the time of the end.” 

 

But we should wonder why God did not help them to get cleansed from these errors and spare them before 

the disappointment? Were there not praying people within the Millerit-movement? Didn’t the Holy Spirit 

guide Miller in his Bibel study? Why didn’t God help him to better understand the prophecies? Or did he 

help him? 

 

 

 A warning rejected by the Millerites? 
 

When we read carefully above description, of what E.G.White was shown about this question, then she 

talks about “a warning” and “repeated messages”, which God sent to the Millerites, by which they should 

have been able to detect themselves the errors in which they were involved? It seems therefore, as God 

would have given them clear warnings directly from heaven! But did we ever hear from such a special 

warning, and about repeated messages sent by God to the Millerites. It sounds like as if God would have 

talked to them by a prophet.  

Personally I found out, that God really spoke to the Millerites by two prophets. One was William Foy in 

January 1842 to summer 1844 and one was Hazen Foss, who was called just some weeks before the 

disappointment. Now we would have to ask, what happened to the messages? Did the Millerits get them? 

Could it even be that they rejected them because of traditional thinking?   

{To answer this crucial question and everything that we find behind it, I wrote another very interesting 

study, which we all should be aware about. There is a book from Delbert Backer that gave already some 

light on it, but there is still more behind. It would be to much to present everything in this paper.} 

 

                                                           
34 Spiritual Gifts. Volume 1  p.156 
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However we should take seriously, what E.G. White mentions about this warning. Probably we could find 

some important insight in this warning even for our interpretation of prophecies more than 150 years after 

the disappointment. May be that we still need this information to get out of some traditions in our thinking 

of certain prophetic texts, on which we are not very sure up to now! 

God wants us to purify from errors and traditions, and we should be open for, and let us guide by his Spirit.  

“God requires of his people a zeal according to knowledge. He desires them to be doers of the word. The 

outer appearance testifies of the inward working of the heart. The truth received into the heart 

accomplishes the transformation of the mind and heart and character. To Daniel the Lord revealed the 

condition of the inhabitants of the earth in these last days. "Many shall be purified," he said, "and made 

white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 

shall understand. (Dan. 12,10) " 
35

 

 

We should notice, how E.G.White brings Dan. 12, 10 in connection with the transformation- and 

sanctification-process, that has to be accomplished in the life of the believers. To that process belongs a 

willingness to confess and forsake errors! All that is to be done here in this world, and especially within the 

church, that are preparing for the coming of Jesus. 

 

“There is a work to be done in our world. "Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the 

wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand." The inability to understand is because 

of the strong unwillingness to confess and forsake error and accept the truth which involves a cross.“ 
36

 

 

 

We should be aware of many passages, where our prophet told us, that we need still further light. And 

while light will increase up to the end, we will have to give up also some traditional points in our 

interpretation of scripture. Are we ready for that?  Here are some of the quotations from E.G. White this 

regarding. 

 

 Promises, exhortations and warning concerning new light by the Spirit of prophecy 

 

“The light we have received upon the third angel’s message is the true light.  The mark of the beast is exactly what 

it has been proclaimed to be.  Not all in regard to this matter is yet understood, nor will it be understood until the 

rolling of the scroll; but a most solemn work is to be accomplished in our world.“   6T  17 

 

„We have many lessons to learn, and many, many to unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. Those who think 

that they will never have to give up a cherished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, will be 

disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas and opinions with determined persistency, we cannot have the 

unity for which Christ prayed. In regard to infallibility, I never claimed it; God alone is infallible. His word is true, 

and in Him is no variableness, or shadow of turning.--Letter 10, 1895.“  1SM -p. 37 

 

I am very much aware that this statement could lead to problems; this may lead to some critics questioning 

everything she wrote whenever it does not correspond with their ideas.  I believe that E.G.White simply wanted to 

say that all her explanations and expositions should be tested and proved by Scripture and that mistakes and 

inaccuracies will still arise even if these do not arise in the essential fundaments of our beliefs. 

 

                                                           
35 E.G.White, CD - Rom  -PC- RH -PT- Advent Review and Sabbath Herald -DT- 03-07-99 - AT- A Lesson from Israel's Sin--No. 1 -PR- 08 
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In the following quotations E.G.White suggests that, inspite of inspired exposition of Scripture, there still needs to 

be some change in the interpretation of Revelation. 

 

There is no excuse for any one in taking the position that there is no more truth to be revealed, and that all our 

expositions of Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many years 

by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and truth can afford to 

be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by close investigation. We are living in perilous times, and it does not 

become us to accept everything claimed to be truth without examining it thoroughly; neither can we afford to reject 

anything that bears the fruits of the Spirit of God; but we should be teachable, meek and lowly of heart.  

There are those who oppose everything that is not in accordance with their own ideas, and by so doing they 

endanger their eternal interest as verily as did the Jewish nation in their rejection of Christ.  

The Lord designs that our opinions shall be put to the test, that we may see the necessity of closely examining the 

living oracles to see whether or not we are in the faith. Many who claim to believe the truth have settled down at 

their ease, saying, "I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing." But Jesus says to these self-

complacent ones, Thou "knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Let us 

individually inquire, Do these words describe my case? If so, the True Witness counsels us, saying, "Buy of me gold 

tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see." Advent Review and Sabbath 

Herald -DT- 12-20-92 

 
"...und indem wir jedes Jotta (jot) und jeden Buchstaben (title), die wir als etablierte Wahrheit ansehen, näher untersuchen, 

indem wir die Schrift mit der Schrift vergleichen, würden wir in unserer Interpretation der Schrift Irrtümer entdecken. Christus 

will, daß der Erforscher seines Wortes, seinen Spaten tiefer in das Bergwerk der Wahrheit eindringen läßt. (RH, 12. July 1898, 

S. 438 - zitiert in PF IV, 1149) 

 

 

„No man should think that human opinions are to be immortalized. Any man taking the stand that he will never 

change his views places himself on dangerous ground. Those who hold the position that their views are 

unchangeable can not be helped; for they place themselves where they are not willing to receive counsel and 

admonition from their brethren“  (Letter 12,1911). 3ABC 1161 
 

„“In regard to infallibility, I have never claimed it; God alone is infallible.  His word is true and in him is no 

variableness, or shadow of turning“ (LETTER 10, 1895  ISM p37) 

 

 

 A need for a final reformation within the church 

 
„A revival and a reformation must take place, under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation 

are two different things.  

Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from 

spiritual death.  

Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not 

bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and 

reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend.“--RH Feb. 25, 1902. 

 

All that has to a great extend to do with the purification of the sanctuary. In connection with our theme, we 

should seriously ask ourselves as a church, what changes in ideas and theories did we already experience to 

get closer to the truth? Sometimes one may have the impression, the contrary happened. 
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Personally I realized that we rarely talk, and preach about this area of the cleansing of the sanctuary. Satan 

must be very pleasant, when we do not to much worry about this side of the sanctuary truth. Is that already 

something where we would have to change a tradition? 

 

 “We are now amid the perils of the last days, when many shall be purified, made white, and tried. But the 

wicked shall do wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. The 

warning is given, "Let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober." O, that the work of 

reformation so essential might begin! O, that all on duty would stand at their post, saying, "Here am I, 

send me"! He who is wise in counsel is waiting for all to see their need of help; and it is abundantly 

provided; it is waiting for you. As a present help in every time of need, God's presence is revealed. As you 

call upon His name for help, He says, "Here I am," close beside you, ready to help you if you are ready to 

be helped”
37

 

 

This call for a reformation was in 1898. Did we already have this reformation? If not, why not? However it 

is, God in purifying his sanctuary on earth is preparing the greatest reformation that has still to come to give 

to this world a final and global warning as never before in history.  

 

 God’s final purpose with this reformation and restoration of the sanctuary 

 
Everything in God plan for the finishing of the work has his deeper sense. The deeper sense of the 

restoration of the truth is finally the unity of Gods end time- people. We all know, and experience, to what 

extend we as the so called remnant church, are unified in our believing. Actually we can not be very proud 

about all the differences that we meet within our church. We all see how difficult it sometimes is, to be 

really united in our understanding of certain doctrines or on prophetic interpretations. We experience how 

many discussions we have in our churches about healthful living and lifestyle-questions.  

In all this we sometimes feel that we are far off the purpose God has with His church especially at the end 

of the time, when he wants to purify the church to get ready for His coming, and being glorified, and 

sanctified by the church. God says: “I shall be sanctified in you”!  (Es. 28, 22; 36, 23; 39,27, ) 

 

Now, God cannot be glorified and sanctified by an ununited church. If His actual work in heaven would 

just be forgiving, and blotting out our sins from the books in heaven, and not also in helping us, to get 

unified in love, faith, and in knowledge of His word,  how could the church here on earth become a united 

church? But we cannot just pray for it, and otherwise not studying, and seek for more truth. 

Jesus was praying for the Unity of the church, as He with His Father is one. Will this prayer ever be 

fulfilled? I do not think that Jesus would, or even could come before that would not be realized within the 

remnant church! 

That was also the faith of the Apostle Paul, when he wrote to the Ephesians. “….Till we all come in the 

unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 

of the fullness of Christ. (Eph. 4, 13) 

To reach this goal, it also needs a special purification of the sanctuary, as we already pointed it out. Only if 

we get real rid of all traditions and human meanings, and that we only let the Holy Spirit and the Bible 

speak, can we come up to this state of perfection in unity that would honor and glorify God. 

 

                                                           
37 E.G.White  CD-Rom  -PC- ST -PT- The Signs of the Times -DT- 03-10-98 -AT- Sufficiency in Christ -PR- 06 
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The Unity in the remnant church in the last battle of history as seen by E.G. White 

 

By the Spirit of Prophecy we get this promise for the church in the context of the time of the latter rain and 

the loud cry. 

E.G. White first describes a situation of diversity and fight about the truth, before unity would reign. 

 

“The contest will wax more and more fierce on the part of Satan; for he is moved by a power from beneath. 

As the work of God's people moves forward with sanctified, resistless energy, planting the standard of 

Christ's righteousness in the church, moved by a power from the throne of God, the great controversy will 

wax stronger and stronger, and will become more and more determined. Mind will be arrayed against 

mind, plans against plans, principles of heavenly origin against principles of Satan. Truth in its varied 

phases will be in conflict with error in its ever-varying, increasing forms, and which, if possible, will 

deceive the very elect. (TM 407) 
 

“I saw that this door at which the enemy comes in to perplex and trouble the flock can be shut. 

I inquired of the angel how it could be closed. He said,"The church must flee to God's Word and become established 

upon gospel order, which has been overlooked and neglected." This is indispensably necessary in order to bring the 

church into the unity of the faith. I saw that in the apostles' day the church was in danger of being deceived and 

imposed upon by false teachers.  

(EW  101) 

 
"WE SHOULD COME INTO A POSITION WHERE EVERY DIFFERENCE WILL BE MELTED AWAY. IF I THINK I 

HAVE LIGHT, I SHALL DO MY DUTY IN PRESENTING IT. SUPPOSE I CONSULTED OTHERS  CONCERNING THE 

MESSAGE THE LORD WOULD HAVE ME GIVE TO THE PEOPLE, THE DOOR MIGHT BE CLOSED SO THAT THE 

LIGHT MIGHT NOT REACH THE ONES TO WHOM GOD HAD SENT IT. . (TM 535)\ 

 
 

-“ HOW DESIRABLE SUCH A STATE OF THINGS NOW! BUT APOSTASY WITH ITS DIVIDING AND BLIGHTING INFLUENCE 

MARRED THE BEAUTY OF THE FAIR CHURCH AND CLOTHED HER IN SACKCLOTH. DIVISION AND DISORDER HAVE BEEN THE 

RESULT. NEVER WAS THERE SO GREAT A DIVERSITY OF FAITH IN CHRISTENDOM AS AT THE PRESENT DAY. IF THE GIFTS 

WERE NECESSARY TO PRESERVE THE UNITY OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH, HOW MUCH MORE SO TO RESTORE UNITY NOW! 

AND THAT IT IS THE PURPOSE OF GOD TO RESTORE THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH IN THE LAST DAYS, IS ABUNDANTLY 

EVIDENT FROM THE PROPHECIES WE ARE ASSURED THAT THE WATCHMEN SHALL SEE EYE TO EYE, WHEN THE LORD SHALL 

BRING AGAIN ZION. ALSO, THAT IN THE TIME OF THE END THE WISE SHALL UNDERSTAND. 

WHEN THIS IS FULFILLED THERE WILL BE UNITY OF FAITH WITH ALL WHOM GOD ACCOUNTS WISE; FOR THOSE THAT DO 

IN REALITY UNDERSTAND ARIGHT, MUST NECESSARILY UNDERSTAND ALIKE. WHAT IS TO EFFECT THIS UNITY BUT THE GIFTS 

THAT WERE GIVEN FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE? (EW  140) 
 

 “As trials thicken around us, both separation and unity will be seen in our ranks. Some who are now ready to take 

up weapons of warfare will in times of real peril make it manifest that they have not built upon the solid rock; they 

will yield to temptation. Those who have had great light and precious privileges, but have not improved them, will, 

under one pretext or another, go out from us.  

Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the delusions of the enemy; they will give heed to 

seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and will depart from the faith. But, on the other hand, when the storm of 

persecution really breaks upon us, the true sheep will hear the true Shepherd's voice. Self-denying efforts will be put 

forth to save the lost, and many who have 

strayed from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd. The people of God will draw together and present 

to the enemy a united front. In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy will cease; there will be no disputing 

as to who shall be accounted greatest. No one of the true believers will say: "I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of 

Cephas." The testimony of one and all will be: "I cleave unto Christ; I rejoice in Him as my personal Saviour."   
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Thus will the truth be brought into practical life, and thus will be answered the prayer of Christ, uttered just before 

His humiliation and death: "That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may 

be one in Us: that the world may believe 

that Thou hast sent Me." John 17:21. The love of Christ, the love of our brethren, will testify to the world that we 

have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Then will the message of the third angel swell to a loud cry, and the 

whole earth will be lightened with the glory of the Lord.”  6T 401) 

 

 The apocalyptic war as a reaction to the accomplished cleansing and restoration of the sanctuary 

 

This kind of cleansing and restoration of the sanctuary, in all this different areas that we tried to present it 

in this paper, would once again in history cause Satan to persecute for the last time the people of God. He is 

the greatest enemy of a real unity and real obedience to Gods commandment and teachings based on the 

word of God. So as he sees, that he cannot overcome the people of God anymore on a moral, and spiritual 

level, by delusions of all kinds of signs and wonders, he will try to exterminate the holy people physically.  

 

This idea we can find in the Prophecy of Hes. 36-39, where the apocalyptic war breaks out after the 

cleansing and restoration of Israel as a spiritual sanctuary! 

The same idea we also find in Joel 4. Both examples are typological for the apocalyptic war, or the 

gathering of Harmagedon in Rev. 16,12-16 

 

But this last time of trouble, that the people of God will have to go through, will be the last means that God 

will use, to fully purify the remnant, and to prepare them for translation. Then Michael, who stands for His 

people, will stand up and deliver his cleansed, purified, justified, sanctified, tried, tested, and restored 

people in the time of greatest trouble. (Dan.12,1) This will be the last earthly consequence of the purifying 

of the sanctuary! This will prepare the stage for a much greater battle after the 1000 years, where finally 

after this second “apocalyptic war”, Satan and all how honored him by refusing to submit totally to God 

and his love and commandments, will be destroyed forever. “But they that be wise shall shine as the 

brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever.” 

(Dan. 12, 3) 

 

Now I want to close this study by an appeal concerning the importance to know, and to preach the truth 

about the sanctuary. 

 

Appeal  

 

”     Those who would share the benefits of the Saviour's mediation should permit nothing to interfere with 

their duty to perfect holiness in the fear of God. The precious hours, instead of being given to pleasure, to 

display, or to gain seeking, should be devoted to an earnest, prayerful study of the word of truth. The 

subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment should be clearly understood by the people of 

God. All need a knowledge for themselves of the position and work of their great High Priest. Otherwise it 

will be impossible for them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to occupy the position 

which God designs them to fill. 

 Every individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at the bar of God. Each must meet 

the great Judge face to face. How important, then, that every mind contemplate often the solemn scene 

when the judgment shall sit and the books shall be opened, when, with Daniel, every individual must stand 

in his lot, at the end of the days.” ( GC  488) 
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Conclusion 

 

This paper has given serious textual proofs from the book of Daniel that Daniel 11, 30-35 and even to v. 

45, and also Dan. ch.12:4-12 can absolutely be considered as the interpretation part for Daniel 8, 11-14 

about the defilement and the cleansing of the sanctuary. We have to recognize that in the history of 

Adventist interpretation of this difficult, but crucial passage concerning the purification of the sanctuary, 

we have failed to apply this passage as we should have probably done.  

By missing that, we also failed to be consistent in the application of our principle of interpretation of the 

visions of the book of Book of Daniel. That is to say, that each following chapter in the book of Daniel has 

to be seen as a further information, and therefore as a help for interpretation of the preceding visions in the 

book. This helpful principle we always applied in the interpretation of the four empires and the papacy, but 

not as we should have done in interpreting the vision about the 2300 evenings and mornings, and the 

cleansing of the sanctuary after 1844. 

 

This approach seems however to resolve certain questions, about the nature and the function of the 

sanctuary in Dan. 8,14, and even helps us to resolve problems that we still have concerning the translation 

of certain difficult sentences or expressions in Daniel 8, 11-14. It helps also to better understand, what the 

prophecy really means by the defiling and purification of the sanctuary that Daniel 8: 11-14 has in view.  

 

It has been shown by this paper, that according to the information in Daniel 11 and 12 the sanctuary of 

Daniel 8:11-14 must not be focused only as the heavenly sanctuary, but also as the earthly spiritual temple, 

that is the people of God on earth. The sanctuary that therefore gets defiled by the activities of the little 

horn has also to be considered in context with the defilement of Gods people. In working for the cleansing, 

justifying and restoring of the image of God in the character of His people on earth, by the Holy Spirit, God 

justifies and vindicates His holy character against the accusations of Satan. The work of Jesus as our High-

Priest in Heaven includes therefore not only forgiveness of sins, but  he also works from His Most Holy 

place in heaven for the cleansing and sanctification of the character of His waiting people on earth. 

To achieve this goal, God uses a special purification-process on His people on earth, which many other 

passages in the bible - apart from Daniel 8, 14 - also speak of. These texts mainly appear in the OT in a 

judgment setting that clearly can be related with the investigation-judgment of Dan. 7. 

 

At least 20 different Hebrew words where found in this different passages, which all of them can help us to 

practical understand, what Daniel wanted to explain by using the word “nitsdaq” in Dan. 8,14, and what we 

really can understand by the cleansing of the sanctuary. 

But Satan’s counterpart of Christ’s priesthood is through history, and by the little horn, constantly at work, 

to hinder God’s people in order to cooperate with God in accomplishing the purification of sin in their 

heart. While God through history wanted to reveal increasing light to his people, Satan by his earthly “host” 

is continually at work to hinder God’s “host” to get to this light, and to live in accordance with it. So 

apostasy and rebellion even within Gods people always strengthened the power of the kingdom of Satan, 

and permitted him even to sit in the temple of God and destroy many so called believers.  

But since 1844 while Satan uses religious powers and unites them more and more with political powers, to 

oppose Gods truth, and to still cast it more and more down, God empowers more and more His people in 

order to conquer the spiritual darkness, and to purify his people not only from moral defilement, but also 

from errors, false doctrines, traditions, and erroneous interpretations of the scriptures in all different areas. 
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This process of cleansing not only from sins, but also from errors on the level on biblical teachings and 

prophetic interpretations has - to my judgment - not been focused enough in our interpretation in relation to 

the cleansing of the sanctuary, as it should have been. This is a special accent that this paper has made 

evident. 

 

Satan has great interest that the people of God would not too much care about certain errors and disunion in 

our teachings and interpretations of the scriptures. But God needs a people that is completely united in the 

truth and therefore also united in the interpretation of the bible as Jesus was with His Father in heaven. This 

unity not only in love, but also in teachings and interpretation is also a goal that Gods want to reach with 

his remnant by the purification of the sanctuary. In working for that, out of His Most Holy Place, Jesus will 

have the heavenly counterpart to the unholy unity of the modern ecumenical movement, which is a union 

that is known by the motto “unity in diversity of teachings and interpretation”! 

 

By this perfect union Jesus wants finally to bring forth the greatest revival in history, and prepare a special 

cleansed and holy people for the last battle between the “king of the north” and his “arms, and the King of 

the heaven and His “arms”! A people like that will frighten the king of the north and to cause him to get 

angry, (Dan. 11,44-45), so that the “apocalyptic war” would be the result. (Joel 4 and Hes. 38) The remnant 

church has to be aware of this battle that actually goes on the spiritual level, and finally will come out also 

on a physical level. 

 

The paper has also brought some clarity in the question of the triple fulfillment of “the abomination of 

desolation”, and how the year 508 BC is very good situated in history to be taken as a good beginning-point 

of the two time-prophecies in Daniel 12. That is 1290 and 1335 days. They help us to find out the real time-

span for the desecration of the sanctuary by the little horn, and at the same time to find the starting point of 

the time, where the purification of the sanctuary should begin in history. It also has been shown, why this 2 

time-spans cannot be applied anymore in future! 

 

Finally I want to thank God for all the insights he gave me during this short time of studying this subject. 

Once more in my life as a preacher of Gods message I found out how short sometimes could be our way to 

get to a certain knowledge, if we would just let as led in our interpretation of the bible by the interpretations 

he already gave us. 

 

This study brought me personally to the conviction that we - for example - would not have had to discuss so 

much about the real meaning concerning the word “nitsdaq”, if we had just followed the angel interpreter in 

the vision of Dan. 11 and 12, where he already gave us some most important words in order to define, what 

he really meant by a verb that we find only one time in the whole bible. And that was more than 2500 years 

ago! 

 

May this paper lead us to still deeper insights in the wonderful and saving sanctuary truth! 

 


